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POLICY TRANSMITTAL NO.:  UP-06-06

SUBJECT: Food Stamps for Non-Citizens Residing in the United States for Five Years

The Farm Security and Rural Investment Act of 2002 (Public Law 107-171) revised federal Food Stamp policies to allow federal Food Stamp benefits to be provided to eligible non-citizens with a qualified status who, as of April 1, 2003, have resided in the United States for at least five years.  As a result of this change non-citizens in the following categories who have lived in the U.S. for five years are eligible for federal Food Stamp benefits: lawful permanent residents, refugees, asylees, individuals whose deportation is being withheld, Cuban/Haitian entrants, individuals who have been paroled into the United States for at least one year under the Immigration and Naturalization Act, conditional entrants and certain victims of domestic violence.  This revision also eliminates the current seven-year time limit for federal Food Stamps to refugees, asylees, Amerasians and Cuban/Haitian entrants who have lived in the U.S. for at least five years. 

The changes in this revised policy bring Connecticut into compliance with federal Food Stamp rules.
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DISPOSITION:  This Policy Transmittal may be recycled once the UPM has been    updated.

DISTRIBUTION:  UPM list

RESPONSIBLE UNIT:  Adult Services Unit, Food Stamp Team – (860) 424-5384. 
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