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            Effective Date

POLICY TRANSMITTAL NO.: UP-05-17

SUBJECT:  Expedited Eligibility for Pregnant Women

The state legislature has made changes to the policy on processing applications for pregnant women.  Previously this process was called “Presumptive Eligibility.”  It will now be called “Expedited Eligibility” to more accurately describe the process.  In addition to the mandated changes, we have modified the policy to improve and simplify the process.

The Appropriate Coverage Group

· Previous procedures stated that the Poverty Level coverage group for pregnant women (P02) should only be used when the applicant did not qualify for any other coverage group because this coverage group only covered pregnancy related services.  This directive has been removed from the procedures.  It has been determined that any medical need of the parent can affect the health of the unborn child.  Therefore, HUSKY A for Pregnant Women (P02) covers all medical services for pregnant women.  The P02 coverage group should be used for expedited eligibility for pregnant women.

· Please note, however, that if an applicant’s income is over the P02 income limit, the case will be denied.  It will not trickle to a spend-down (P99).  For these cases the worker can screen a P01 to process under the normal processing standard (45 days).  The P01 will trickle to a spend-down (P99).  Remember, asset information is also required for spend-down cases.

Processing Standard

· Previous policy required all applications be processed by the day following the date it was received by the department.  New policy allows workers to complete the process within five days from the date received except when the pregnant woman needs emergency services.

· When the pregnant woman needs care on an emergency basis, the application must be processed within 24 hours.  A statement from the client or the Healthy Start site may establish the need for emergency services. The need for emergency services exists when “a pregnant woman needs immediate medical attention and cannot access services due to barriers such as lack of transportation or medical insurance.”  Verification of the emergency is not required.

Period of Eligibility

· Previous policy required the postponed verifications to be submitted to the department by the end of the second month following the month of application.  New policy does not have an end date for coverage.  The pregnant woman will remain eligible as long she cooperates with the process of providing the postponed verifications.  This is consistent with policy on presumptive eligibility for children.  Once she submits all postponed verifications and is determined eligible the case will remain active until the pregnancy ends.

Required Verifications

· Previous policy required verification of identity, pregnancy and, in certain instances, income.  Income was verified if it exceeded 85% of 185% of the federal poverty level.  Revised policy eliminates the requirement to verify income above 85% of the standard.  The pregnant woman does not have to verify any income in order to receive expedited services.

· Please note, Healthy Start sites will be trained on our verification standards and will be asked to assist the department in obtaining verification so the pregnant woman may continue to receive coverage beyond the expedited eligibility period.

· For expedited coverage, applicants must verify their identity, pregnancy and non-citizens must verify their alien status.  These factors are easily verified.

· The Healthy Start site (or a social service agency such as a family planning agency or school based health clinic) can verify the pregnancy and the identity of the applicant.

· A non-citizen must provide her alien identification number.  We will use the SAVE system to verify her status.

Healthy Start Sites

· The list of Healthy Start providers has been updated and moved to the P-1520.12.  Previously the list was located at P-1505.07 and was difficult to find.
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