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October 1, 2004 


Claudette J. Beaulieu, Deputy Commissioner



Effective Date

POLICY TRANSMITTAL NO.:
UP-04-23

SUBJECT:  Treatment of Current Child Support Payments for TFA Recipients

We are changing the way in which we apply child support payments toward eligibility and benefit calculation for TFA.  Now, we disregard the first fifty dollars of current child support and pass through all additional child support to the family.  We count total current payments to determine total family income, and we count all other current child support in determining eligibility and calculating benefits.  Effective with those payments received on or after August 1, 2004, that affect the October TFA benefits, only the first fifty dollars of current payments will be passed through to the TFA recipient.  All other current child support payments will be captured by the state as recovery for assistance paid.  Making this change enables the department to increase its claim for federal TANF funds.

As a result of this change the amount of TFA benefits for recipients with child support income above the disregard will increase, as will state recoveries starting in October 2004.  A special notice has been developed to explain this change and was mailed out in mid-September.  The text of the notice was provided to staff before being sent to TFA households.

Assistance Units in which the amount of countable child support exceeds the TFA benefit level will be suspended in the first month in which the excess occurs.  If there is excess child support for two consecutive months the assistance unit will be discontinued in batch processing.  

INSTRUCTIONS FOR UPDATING THE UPM:

Remove and Recycle
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DISPOSITION:  This transmittal may be recycled once the UPM has been updated.  

DISTRIBUTION:  UPM List

RESPONSIBLE UNIT:  Family Support (860) 424-5540
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