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POLICY TRANSMITTAL NO.:  UP-03-09

SUBJECT:  
1.
January 2003 Cost of Living Allowance (COLA) Increase in SSI (Supplemental Security Income), OASDI (Social Security) and Railroad Retirement Benefits (RRB);

2. Other January 2003 Increases;



3.
July 2003 Personal Needs Allowance Increase for Residents of Long Term Care Facilities 
Jan. 2003 Cost of Living Adjustments

The Social Security Administration announced a 1.4% cost-of-living increase effective January 1, 2003 for all OASDI, SSI and Railroad Retirement beneficiaries.  The SSI benefit amount for individuals living independently increased to $552.00, or $572.00 for an individual receiving a combination of SSI/SSA benefits.  A couple living independently receives an SSI benefit amount of $829.00, or $849.00 if they receive a combination of SSI/SSA benefits.  The cost of Medicare Part B coverage increased to $58.70 per month.

The increased SSI benefit amount of those living in the home of another is $368.00 for an individual and $552.67 for a couple.  The increased SSI/SSA combination benefit is $388.00 for an individual and $572.67 for a couple.

EMS Treatment of Increase
The Eligibility Management System (EMS) updated the unearned income field(s) for all assistance units that have SSA or SSI income, as a result of the SDX/BENDEX interfaces between DSS and the Social Security Administration.

1.
Active Assistance Units

EMS recalculated the benefit amount to reflect the change in SSA/SSI for active cases.  EMS generated notices to affected clients informing them of the change in their applied income or benefit amount, as appropriate.  Because of the volume of updates, informational alerts were not generated from the COLA update.


Cases in which the increased income exceeded the standard of need were discontinued effective December 31, 2002, as eligibility no longer exists.  Cash assistance or categorically needy assistance units should have sprouted and/or trickled to a medically needy coverage group.

2.
Applications

EMS updated the unearned income effective January 1, 2003, as long as the client was accreted to the BENDEX file.  

Other Increases
1.
The Community Spouse Protected Amount (CSPA) for institutionalized applicants applying for Medicaid as a MCCA spouse was increased due to a change in the Consumer Price Index (CPI) to a minimum of $18,132.00 and a maximum of $90,660.00.

2.
The maximum Minimum Monthly Needs Allowance (MMNA) for institutionalized individuals with a spouse living in the community was increased due to a change in the CPI to $2,266.50.

3.
The special Categorically Needy Income Limit (CNIL) for institutionalized applicants/recipients was increased to $1,656.00 per month for an assistance unit of one and $3,312.00 per month for an assistance unit of two.  The special Categorically Needy Income Limit (CNIL) for Connecticut Home Care (CHC) applicants/recipients increased to $1,656.00.

4.
The asset limit for an individual in the State-funded portion of the Connecticut Home Care Program for Elders increased to $18,132.00 for a single individual and to $27,198.00 for a married individual due to the increase in the CSPA.  

Please note - - This transmittal issues revised UPM procedural pages denoting the January 2003 increases in the CSPA and MMNA.  UPM regulations denoting these increases are currently pending and will be issued under separate cover.  Although these regulations are pending, workers should use the increased amounts. 

July 2003 Personal Needs Allowance Increase for Residents of Long Term Care Facilities

The personal needs allowance of Medicaid recipients who reside in long term care facilities will increase from $55 to $56 per month pursuant to Public Act 98-239.  Public Act 98-239 states that the personal needs allowance will increase every July 1st, beginning July 1, 1999, by the cost of living adjustment afforded to Social Security recipients.  The Social Security cost of living adjustment was 1.4% for 2003.  The cumulative Social Security increases have been rounded to the nearest dollar.

The increase in the personal needs allowance also affects long term care facility residents who receive Improved Pensions from the Veterans’ Administration.  These pensions are limited to $90 per month and are paid to institutionalized veterans (or their surviving spouses) without dependents.  Effective July 1, 2003, these recipients will be afforded the $56 personal needs allowance in addition to the amount of their Improved Pensions for a total of $146 per month. 

Nursing facility residents receiving reduced SSI benefits of $30 are entitled to receive $26 per month in State Supplement benefits effective July 1st.  Recurring State Supplement special benefits will be increased by $1 by an EMS mass modification.

INSTRUCTIONS FOR UPDATING THE UPM:
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DISPOSITION:  This Policy Transmittal may be recycled once the UPM has been updated.

DISTRIBUTION:  UPM list

RESPONSIBLE UNIT:   Adult Support Unit (860) 424-5250
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