






April 1, 2003

Rita Pacheco, Deputy Commissioner


Effective Date

POLICY TRANSMITTAL NO.:  UP-03-7

SUBJECT: Changes to HUSKY A 

Public Act 03-2 requires the department to make significant and immediate changes to the HUSKY program.  The income level for HUSKY A for Families (F07) has been reduced from 150% of the federal poverty level to 100% of the federal poverty level.  Also, Continuous Eligibility for Children (CE) and Guaranteed Eligibility for Families (GE) will no longer be will no longer be offered. These changes are effective April 1, 2003.  However, due to a lawsuit and a temporary restraining order we could not remove recipients from HUSKY who became ineligible as a result of these changes at that time.

Reduction of the Income Limit for HUSKY A for Families

Parents and caretakers who were receiving HUSKY before April 1, 2003 will continue to receive benefits until at least June 1, 2003.  When parents and caretakers are removed the children should remain eligible under HUSKY A for Children (F25).  Also, because of the temporary restraining order, EMS is not using the lower income limits.  Until the new standards can be updated workers will have to manually deny new applications with income above the federal poverty level using the 632 reason code.

Elimination of Continuous Eligibility and Guaranteed Eligibility

Continuous Eligibility for Children (CE) provides medical coverage for children for twelve months from the date of eligibility regardless of changes that would otherwise make the child ineligible.  Guaranteed Eligibility for Families (GE) is given to families for the first six months that they are enrolled with a managed care organization.  Coverage by the managed care organization is guaranteed for six months even if the family becomes otherwise ineligible for HUSKY.

Effective April 1, no new CE or GE periods will be given to families or children.  When a change occurs that makes a family ineligible, the case will be closed after the appropriate advance notice of adverse action is given.  If the family income is more than 185% of the federal poverty level, the children should be referred to ACS for HUSKY B.

Due to the lawsuit and temporary restraining order, existing CE and GE periods were not shortened at this time.

Please remember to screen individuals who lose eligibility for HUSKY for any other coverage groups for which they may be eligible.  Please also remember to refer children who lose HUSKY A eligibility due to income to ACS to be reviewed for possible eligibility under HUSKY B.
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DISPOSITION:  This policy transmittal may be recycled once the UPM has been updated.

DISTRIBUTION: UPM list

RESPONSIBLE UNIT:  Family Support Unit, (860)-424-5540.







Date Issued: 5/15/03

CM/DB

