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POLICY TRANSMITTAL NO.:  UP-02-17

SUBJECT:    
Expanding Categorical Eligibility in the Food Stamp Program

This transmits revised policy regarding the rules for conferring categorical eligibility in the Food Stamp Program.

In the final rule of the Federal Regulations published November 21, 2000, the Food and Nutrition Services expanded the definition of categorical eligibility to improve access to the Food Stamp Program.

Description of the Changes

The definition of categorical eligibility in the Food Stamp program is a FS AUs in which ONE member of the Food Stamp household is receiving or authorized to receive cash benefits from TFA including Diversion (AF, DP), Aid to the Aged, Blind and Disabled (SS), General Assistance (‘GA’ on UINC screen), SAGA (SA, SF), SSI (‘SI’ on UINC screen), Refugee Assistance (RF).  Categorical eligibility is also defined as "a Food Stamp AU in which ONE member receives or is authorized to receive benefits or services from the Safety Net Basic Needs and Transitionary Rental Assistance (T-RAP) Programs.

"Authorized to receive" means that the household has been determined eligible for and notified of the determination of eligibility for the benefit or service.

If the household’s cash benefit or TANF-funded service is in suspended status, receiving a zero benefit, or being recouped for a non-intentional program violation, the household is still categorically eligible for Food Stamps.

Categorical eligibility will not be conferred if the FS AU or an active member has been disqualified for failure to comply with work registration, work participation, or if a member of the FS AU has been disqualified for committing an intentional program violation.  However, if a member of an active FS AU is determined to be an ineligible member (ineligible citizen, ineligible student, or ineligible ABAWD) and that person receives the benefit or service that confers categorical eligibility, then the entire FS AU will be conferred categorical eligibility.

For example, if an ineligible student is receiving or authorized to receive SAGA cash (SA), then the entire FS AU is categorically eligible.

When a Food Stamp AU is categorically eligible, the following conditions are presumed to be met: 

· asset limit, 

· gross and net income tests, 

· residency requirements, and 

· information and documentation concerning SSNs of all unit members and sponsored non-citizens.

To determine the benefit amount for a Food Stamp AU that is categorically eligible, the total household income is used.  If the benefit calculation is zero the household is eligible for the minimum benefit for that household size (cross-reference U.P.M 6020.15).

EMS Considerations

Categorical Eligibility

A new CAT ELIG field is displayed on the FSFI screen in EMS that identifies whether the FS AU is categorically eligible or not. Update of the CAT ELIG field is generated by eligibility.  There are two valid values: “Y”-Yes, the FS AU is categorically eligible and “N”- No, the FS AU is not categorically eligible.

In addition, a new client level “TANF-Funded Prog” field is added to the INFO screen to record receipt of assistance/services from a TANF-funded program not in EMS.  The valid values are: “N” (No TANF-funded program assistance); “S” (Safety Net Basic Needs); and “T” (Transitionary Rental Assistance – T-RAP).  Other valid values will be added if necessary.   This field is required to be re-verified for each client upon Re-open, Open, Add-a-Program (add a food stamp program to another existing program), Add-a-Person, Redetermination Complete and Reinstatement in the ongoing month. 

Instructions for Updating the U.P.M.
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DISPOSITION:  This Policy Transmittal may be retained for reference.

DISTRIBUTION:  UPM list

RESPONSIBLE UNIT:  GA/Refugee/FS Team - Telephone 424-5383.
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