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POLICY TRANSMITTAL NO.:  UP 02-12

SUBJECT:  Non-Citizens’ Eligibility for TFA, CHC, SAGA and SFFS

This transmittal describes changes regarding the eligibility of non-citizens for state-funded Temporary Family Assistance (TFA), Connecticut Home Care (CHC), State Administered General Assistance (SAGA) and State-Funded Food Stamps (SFFS).  These changes are being made pursuant to Public Act 01-2 of the Connecticut Legislature'’ June 2001 Special Session and Public Act 01-9 of the June 2001 Special Session.  The changes also affect the state-funded HUSKY B program for non-citizens.

REVISIONS:

Under the state-funded TFA, CHC, SAGA and HUSKY B programs, the Department will grant no new applications filed on or after July 1, 2002 on behalf of a non-citizen, unless the non-citizen is a victim of domestic violence or is a person with mental retardation.  A non-citizen may also be granted TFA or SAGA cash benefits if he or she meets the federal citizenship requirements for TFA described at UPM 8540.40 B.  Similarly, a non-citizen may be granted CHC, SAGA medical or HUSKY B benefits on or after July 1, 2002 if he or she meets the federal citizenship requirements for Medicaid (see UPM 3005.08).

The Department will grant no new applications filed on or after July 1, 2002 on behalf of a non-citizen under the SFFS program.  There are no exceptions.

The State Legislature, in its June 2002 Special Session, has allocated funding to keep intake open in the State Medical Assistance for Non-Citizens (SMANC) program.  Therefore, the SMANC program is not affected by this revision.
Non-citizens who apply for any of the other state-funded programs before July 1, 2002 and who are determined eligible may continue to receive benefits as long as they remain eligible.

EMS PROCESSING:

EMS has been programmed to grant eligible non-citizens who continue to meet federal citizenship requirements, regardless of the date of application.  For all affected programs except SFFS, EMS is programmed to deny applications filed on behalf of ineligible non-citizens if the application is dated on or after July 1, 2002.

As of July 1, 2002, special processing is required to grant state-funded cash or medical assistance to someone qualifying on the basis of domestic violence or mental retardation.  The worker should follow these steps:

1. Screen the applicant for the appropriate program(s), as usual.

2. Code the applicant on the ALAS screen so that he or she meets the program’s federal citizenship requirements (cash and medical assistance type equal to ‘F’).  This can be done by coding him or her as a veteran (veteran require field equal to ‘VE’).

3. Finalize the assistance unit(s).

4. On the same date, go back into the assistance unit(s) through interim/historic change (option R) and code the individual on the ALAS screen with the correct valid values and dates.  The worker must follow this step for each active month of the new application.

5. Call ‘done’ and confirm eligibility.

EMS will keep the recipient active and change his or her cash and/or medical assistance type to ‘S’.

If a case is closed correctly on or after July 1, 2002 (e.g. if the non-citizen fails to complete the redetermination process), and the non-citizen subsequently reapplies for benefits, the worker should re-screen rather than reinstate the case.

Note: Because the SFFS program is not supported by EMS, the worker should use the letters function to deny SFFS applications filed on or after July 1, 2002.  In FMEN, use the letters function and send letter L136 (English) or L137 (Spanish).

LEGAL BASES:

UPM policy pages regarding this subject will be issued shortly under another transmittal.  In the meantime, the legal bases for the denial of assistance to non-citizens applying for state-funded programs are the public acts noted above in the first paragraph.  EMS reason codes 202 and 596 have been amended to refer to these public acts.

DISPOSITION:  This Policy Transmittal should be retained for reference.

DISTRIBUTION:  UPM list

RESPONSIBLE UNITS:
Adult Support 

(860) 424-5250





Family Support
(860) 424-5540





Food Stamps

(860) 424-5597
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