
FAQ for IRS Tax Form 1095-B  
 
 
Overview:  
 
What is IRS Form 1095-B? 
  
IRS Form 1095-B shows the months that HUSKY Health beneficiaries were enrolled in Medicaid 
or the Children’s Health Insurance Program (CHIP). This form is needed to prepare for filing a 
federal tax return. When filing taxes, most people are required to report if they had Minimum 
Essential Coverage (MEC) during the year.   
 
Why will Department of Social Services (DSS) enrollees be sent IRS Form 1095-B? 
  
As a provider of medical coverage, DSS is required by the federal government to send this IRS 
form to enrollees in the HUSKY Health program. 
   
What is IRS Form 1095-B used for? 
  
The information on the 1095-B form is used to complete your federal tax return. The 
information on the form verifies that a person had MEC as required by the Affordable Care Act 
(ACA). 
  
What does IRS Form 1095-B look like? 
  
You may see what this form looks like by visiting: https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-
pdf/f1095b.pdf.  
 
When I receive IRS Form 1095-B, do I have to send it to the IRS with my federal tax 
return? 
  
No. According to IRS guidance, the 1095-B form is not required to be sent to the IRS. DSS will 
send an electronic file directly to the IRS containing the same information.  
 
The Importance of MEC:  
 
What is MEC? 
  
This is the type of health coverage an individual needs to meet the “individual responsibility 
requirement” under the ACA. Individuals are considered as having MEC for the month as long 
as they are enrolled in and entitled to receive health benefits under a plan or program  
identified as MEC (including HUSKY Health) for at least one day during that month.  
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Why is MEC important? 
  
The ACA requires that MEC coverage health plans pay for at least 60% of medical expenses on 
average for a standard population. The federal Department of Health and Human Services uses 
a minimum value calculator for employer plans. Most employer-sponsored plans will easily 
pass this requirement. For more complicated plans, such as the self-insured market, there is a 
“safe harbor” checklist that plans can use.  In addition, full-coverage Medicaid programs like 
Connecticut’s HUSKY Health meet the requirements of MEC. 
  
What are the different types of MEC? 
  
• Specified government-sponsored programs (e.g., Medicare Part A, Medicare Advantage, most 
Medicaid programs, CHIP, most TRICARE programs, and comprehensive health care coverage 
of veterans).  
 
• Employer-sponsored coverage under a group health plan (including self-insured plans).  
 
• Individual market coverage (e.g., a qualified health plan purchased through the health 
insurance marketplace [Access Health CT] or individual health coverage purchased directly 
from an insurance company).  
 
• Grandfathered health plans (in general, certain plans that existed before the ACA and have 
not changed since the ACA was passed).  
 
• Other plans or programs that the Department of Health and Human Services recognizes as 
MEC for the purposes of the ACA.  
 
About Individual Shared Responsibility and potential tax penalty:  
 
What is the Individual Shared Responsibility provision? 
  
The individual shared responsibility provision requires you and each member of your family do 
one of the following:  
 
• Have qualifying health coverage called MEC; or  
 
• Qualify for a health coverage exemption; or  
 
• Make a “shared responsibility payment” when you file your federal income tax return.  
A shared responsibility payment is also referred to as a tax penalty.  However beginning in 
2019, the individual shared responsibility payment was reduced to $0.   
 
YOU DO NOT NEED TO MAKE A SHARED RESPONSIBILITY PAYMENT OR FILE AN EXEMPTION 
WITH YOUR TAX RETURN IF YOU DON’T HAVE MINIMUM ESSENTIAL COVERAGE FOR ALL OR 
PART OF 2019. 
 



Many people already have MEC and don’t need to do anything more than maintain that 
coverage and report their coverage when they file their tax returns.  
 
 
 
What is a health insurance marketplace? 
  
In Connecticut, health insurance marketplace refers to Access Health CT 
www.accesshealthct.com, where people can purchase medical insurance from multiple 
insurance companies or apply for insurance affordability programs, including the HUSKY 
Health program. Under the ACA, Connecticut chose to have its own marketplace rather than use 
the federal marketplace.  
 
Exemptions from meeting MEC:  
 
What is a health coverage exemption? 
 
Since the individual shared responsibility payment was reduced to $0 in 2019, there is no need 
to obtain an exemption for not meeting the MEC requirement.  
 
 
What is the tax penalty for not having MEC during the 2019 tax reporting year?  
 
Beginning in 2019, individuals will no longer be responsible for the individual shared 
responsibility payment because the payment amount is reduced to $0.   
 
  
How IRS Form 1095-B will be sent:  
 
Who will send IRS Form 1095-B to Department of Social Services’ (DSS) beneficiaries? 
  
DSS will send the form. 
  
When will IRS Form 1095-B be sent? 
  
DSS will mail the forms no later than January 31, 2020. 
  
What do I do if I don’t receive IRS Form 1095-B, lost my form or the form has incorrect 
information?  
  
Call the DSS 1095-B Information Center at 1-844-503-6871; Monday through Friday from 8am 
to 5pm. 
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Is IRS Form 1095-B offered in Spanish or other languages? 
  
No, the form is offered in English only. For Spanish-speaking individuals the IRS provides a 
website (www.irs.gov/Spanish) to offer assistance with tax-related questions and guidance. 
  
I am a Medicaid recipient and a non-citizen residing in Connecticut. Will I receive IRS 
Form 1095-B? 
  
Yes. 
  
 
Are there other IRS 1095 forms that I may receive? 
  
Yes, the other forms are 1095-A and 1095-C. 
  
Other health care tax forms: 
  
What is IRS Form 1095-A used for? 
  
Form 1095-A is an IRS form for individuals who enroll in a Qualified Health Plan (QHP) through 
a health insurance marketplace. In Connecticut, the health insurance marketplace is Access 
Health CT. Typically, it is sent to individuals who had QHP coverage to allow them to: 
  
• Claim Premium Tax Credits; and  
 
• Reconcile the credit on their returns with Advanced Premium Tax Credit Payments (APTC); 
and  
• File accurate tax returns in general, as this information can be used to help determine 
exemptions and the fee.  
 
Generally, 1095 forms, including the 1095-A form, are completed by the health insurance 
marketplace, insurers, or an employer. 
  
What is IRS Form 1095-C used for? 
  
Form 1095-C is furnished to those individuals who had employer-sponsored medical coverage. 
Large employers with 50 or more full time employees are required to provide this form for 
each employee who was a full-time employee of the employer for any month of the calendar 
year. 
  
Is IRS Form 1095-B needed for state income tax returns? 
  
No. Form 1095-B is a federal form used to verify MEC to the IRS. 
  
Will Qualified Medicare Beneficiaries get an IRS Form 1095-B?  
  
For tax year 2019, the federal Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS), which 
oversees the Medicare program, will mail notices to Medicare beneficiaries who need the 
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information for tax filing purposes. These individuals include Medicare Part A beneficiaries 
under 65, those who enrolled in Part A for the first time in 2019 or those who had Part A for 
only a portion of 2019. CMS is instructing Medicare Part A beneficiaries over age 65 who were 
covered for more than one year to simply check the appropriate box on their return. 
  
 
 
 
Resources: 
  
For more information: 
  
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Eligibility-and-Enrollment/Medicare-and-the-
Marketplace/Overview1.html  
 
1-800-MEDICARE; 1-800-633-4227 
  
How do I contact the IRS with Affordable Care Act tax-related questions? 
  
Visit the IRS website at www.irs.gov/aca or call the IRS toll free at 1-800-829-1040. Assistance 
is provided in both English and Spanish. 
  
Is there a website with information on IRS Form 1095-B? 
  
Yes, it is: https://www.irs.gov/uac/about-form-1095-b 
  
Where can I find federal tax forms? 
 
The IRS or tax preparers can provide forms.  Local libraries or post offices may also have some 
forms.  Forms, instructions and publications are also available by visiting: 
https://www.irs.gov/forms-instructions.   

 
Where can I go for more information or free tax help?   
 
Please visit the following websites: 
 

 www.irs.gov  
 https://irs.treasury.gov/freetaxprep/  

 http://www.211ct.org  
 http://www.ct.gov/drs/cwp/view.asp?a=1462&q=289046  
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