
WIC VENDOR AGREEMENT 
APPENDIX E-DISQUALIFICATIONS, CIVIL MONEY PENALTIES AND FINES 

 
WIC Program violations shall be determined by investigation, which includes on-site monitoring, transaction audits, inventory audits 
and undercover compliance buys conducted by the WIC Program, USDA staff, or their designees.  The intent to commit a violation 
versus inadvertent human error is not a distinction that the WIC Program must establish in order to impose sanctions.  Sanctions are 
imposed in order to protect the integrity and the nutritional goals of the WIC Program.   

 
FEDERAL MANDATORY SANCTIONS 

 
# 

Description of Violation 
Number of Incidences, Occurrences, or 

Pattern 
Length of Disqualification 

1. Judicial conviction of trafficking in WIC benefits or 
selling firearms, ammunition, explosives or 
controlled substances in exchange for WIC 
benefits. 
 

One Permanent 

2. Administrative finding of buying or selling WIC 
benefits for cash (trafficking) or selling firearms, 
ammunition, explosives or controlled substances 
in exchange for WIC benefits. 
 

One 6 Years 

3. Sale of alcohol or alcoholic beverages or tobacco 
products in exchange for WIC benefits. 
 

One 3 Years 

4. Claiming reimbursement for the sale of an 
amount of a specific WIC food that exceeds the 
store’s documented inventory of that WIC food 
for a specific period of time. 
 

Shortfall of one WIC food in three 
consecutive months or shortfall of three or 

more WIC foods in one month. 

 
3 Years 

5. Overcharging on WIC benefits. 
Three or more 3 Years 

6. Receiving, transacting and/or redeeming WIC 
benefits outside of authorized channels, including 
the use of an unauthorized vendor and/or 
unauthorized person. 
 

 
Three or more 

 
3 Years 

7. Charging for WIC food not received by the WIC 
customer. 
 

Three or more 3 Years 

8. Providing credit or non-food items, other than 
alcohol, alcoholic beverages, tobacco products, 
cash, firearms, ammunition, explosives or 
controlled substances in exchange for WIC 
benefits. 
 

Three or more 3 Years 

9. Providing unauthorized food items in exchange 
for WIC benefits, including charging for WIC food 
provided in excess of those listed on the WIC 
benefits. 

Three or more 1 Year 

10. Disqualification from the Supplemental Nutrition 
Assistance Program (SNAP) or a civil money 
penalty in lieu of a SNAP disqualification when 
adequate WIC participant access exists. 
 

One 

Same as the SNAP 
disqualification, 

but does not need to be 
concurrent. 

 


