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Connecticut Stem Cell Research Peer Review Committee

Teleconference

October 24, 2006 12:00 Noon, EDT

Minutes
A meeting of the Connecticut Stem Cell Research Peer Review Committee (Peer Review Committee) was held by teleconference on October 24, 2006.  In addition to the Peer Review Committee members, the Connecticut Stem Cell Research Advisory Committee, staff from Connecticut Innovations and the Department of Public Health (DPH), and the public were invited to attend.  The meeting was initiated at the Department of Public Health, 450 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut.  The call began at 12:00 Noon, was postponed due to unforeseen circumstances and was reconvened at 1:30 PM

Members Present:  Michael Kyba, Ph.D., Leslie Weiner, M.D., Ian Wilmut, Ph.D.

CT Stem Cell Research Advisory Committee Members Present:  Robert Mendelkern

DPH Staff:  Warren Wollschlager, Marianne Horn, Denise Leiper

Guests:  Ann Hiskes, University of Connecticut; Diane Krause, Yale University; June Mendlekern

Opening Remarks

Warren Wollschlager thanked the Peer Review Committee for participating in the call today and explained that Dr. Galvin could not participate due to scheduling problems.  Mr. Wollschlager explained that this was a public meeting, notes were being taken and minutes would be available.   Mr. Wollschlager thanked Committee members for their outstanding work of the grant proposals.  He asked for their assistance in supporting our legislative option that we will be putting forward to amend the existing stem cell research statutes to add an addition 10 members to the Committee, to provide a limited exemption from the public meeting and public record requirements of the Freedom of Information Act to allow the review to proceed while providing anonymity traditional in scientific peer review, and to allow a token amount of financial compensation for the review of applications.

Minutes

The Peer Review Committee members reviewed the proposed minutes from the June 30, 2006 meeting.  Upon a motion made and seconded, the Peer Review Committee members voted unanimously in favor of approving the minutes as presented.

Ranking of Applications

Dr. Leslie Weiner, Chair of the Peer Review committee, thanked the Department for assembling such a hard working, dedicated team.  Overall they agreed on most applications, and where there was a difference of opinion, the primary and secondary reviews were able to have a discussion and were able to comprise in order to make the final decision on all applications.  Dr. Weiner stated that the overall the applications were extraordinary.  Even projects that did not fall in line with the highest scores, are projects that can be resubmitted for the next round of funding.  Dr. Weiner stated that all applications met the ethical standards in the National Academy of Sciences Guidelines for Human Embryonic Stem Cell Research.  Dr. Weiner explained that the applications were reviewed by committee members, and no ad hoc reviewers were used.  Upon a motion made and seconded, the Peer Review Committee members voted unanimously to accept the final scores of all applications and stated that they all agreed with the comments made on each of the applications.  

Dr. Weiner went on to explain that each application review included a narrative critique by the primary and some also will have a narrative from the secondary reviewer.  The final scores and rankings, along with the critiques, will be provided this week to Warren Wollschlager.  Dr. Weiner explained that the Peer Review Committee did not propose a cut off as to which applications would be funded, as they know that the Advisory Committee has that assignment.

Other Business

Again, DPH staff thanked the Peer Review Committee for the extraordinary amount of worked they did to review the applications in such a timely manner and Robert Mendelkern thanked them on behalf of the Advisory Committee.  

Marianne Horn reminded members that the conflict of interest forms are to be sent back to the Department.

Warren Wollschlager asked if the members were planning on attending StemConn’07, March 2007, in Hartford, Connecticut and all responded that they are planning on it.  

Adjorn

The meeting was adjorned at 1:50 P.M.
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