

 CONNECTICUT STEM CELL RESEARCH ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Minutes – Special Meeting

Friday – December 5, 2008

A special telephonic meeting of the Connecticut Stem Cell Research Advisory Committee “Advisory Committee” was held on Friday, December 5, 2008, and originated at the office of Connecticut Innovations, Inc., 200 Corporate Place, Rocky Hill, CT.
Call to Order:  Noting the presence of a quorum, Robert Galvin, Chairman of the Advisory Committee, called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m.  Members present:  Treena Livingston Arinzeh, Ph.D. (by phone); Ernesto Canalis, M.D (by phone); Gerald Fishbone, M.D (by phone); Robert Galvin, M.D., M.P.H. (by phone); Myron Genel, M.D., Ph.D. (by phone); Ann Kiessling, Ph.D. (by phone); Stephen Latham, J.D., Ph.D. (by phone); Robert Mandelkern (by phone); Paul Pescatello, J.D., Ph.D. (by phone); Amy Wagers, Ph.D. (by phone) and Milton B. Wallack, D.D.S (by phone).  Absent:  Paul Huang, M.D., Ph.D.; and Julius Landwirth, M.D., J.D. 

Other Attendees:  Marianne Horn (DPH by phone); Chelsey Sarnecky (CI); Daniel Wagner (CI); and Paula Wilson (Yale University by phone).   

Opening Remarks
Dr. Galvin noted that the purpose of the meeting is to continue to discuss and/or consider the items that were tabled from the November 18, 2008 meeting.

Consideration of Reallocation of Funds for 06-SCA-027, Markakis

Dr. Galvin noted that consideration of the reallocation of funds for proposal 06-SCA-027 was tabled at the November 18, 2008.    

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Mr. Mandelkern, seconded by Dr. Wallack the Committee members voted unanimously in favor of taking the motion for proposal 06-SCA-027 off the table for further consideration (Dr. Kiessling was not present for the vote).  MOTION PASSED
There was no further discussion on the proposal.

Attorney Horn read the list of eligible voters for the proposal.

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Mr. Mandelkern the eligible Committee members voted unanimously in favor of accepting the reallocation of funds from the “Other Personnel” category to the “Key Personnel” category for proposal 06-SCA-027, Dr. Markakis, principal investigator VOTE:  7-0 (In favor:  Arizeh, Canalis, Fishbone, Mandelkern, Pescatello, Wagers and Wallack).  Dr. Kiessling was not present for the vote. MOTION PASSED

Approval of 06-SCD-01, Lin, Requests
Dr. Galvin noted that there was a lengthy discussion at the November 18, 2008 meeting regarding the proposal from Dr. Lin, and a motion was made but tabled due to a lack of a quorum to accept the requests.
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Mr. Mandelkern the Committee members voted unanimously in favor of taking the motion for proposal 06-SCD-01 off the table for further consideration (Dr. Kiessling was not present for the vote).  MOTION PASSED
There was no further discussion about the proposal.

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Mr. Mandelkern, the eligible Committee members voted unanimously in favor of accepting a no-cost extension, a material change in the scope of the project, and reallocation of $236,400 of funds for grant proposal 06-SCD-01, Dr. Lin, principal investigator VOTE:  7-0 (In favor:  Arizeh, Canalis, Fishbone, Mandelkern, Pescatello, Wagers and Wallack).  Dr. Kiessling was not present for the vote. MOTION PASSED

Approval of UCONN/UCHC Grants for Funding:
Dr. Galvin mentioned that at the November 18, 2008 meeting, the Committee voted in favor of providing grant funding for both proposal 08-SCB-UCON-006 Dr. Bahr, principal investigator and proposal 08-SCB-UCHC-011, Dr. Zecevic, principal investigator, contingent upon ESCRO approval.  Since the November 18, 2008 meeting, CI has received confirmation of ESCRO approval for both projects.  
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Mr. Mandelkern the eligible Committee members voted in favor of providing funding in the amount of $449,832 for proposal 08-SCB-UCON-006, “Synaptic Replenishment through Embryonic Stem Cell Derived Neurons in a Transgenic Mouse Model of Alzheimer’s Disease,” University of Connecticut, Dr. Bahr, principal investigator.  VOTE:  8-0 (In favor:  Arizeh, Fishbone, Genel, Latham, Mandelkern, Pescatello, Wagers and Wallack).  Dr. Kiessling was not present for the vote.  MOTION PASSED
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Mr. Mandelkern, the eligible Committee members voted in favor of providing funding in the amount of $450,000 for proposal 08-SCB-UCHC-011, “hESC as a Source of Radial Glia, Neurons and Oligodendrocytes,” University of Connecticut Health Center, Dr. Zecevic, principal investigator.  VOTE:  8-0 (In favor:  Arizeh, Fishbone, Genel, Latham, Mandelkern, Pescatello, Wagers and Wallack).  Dr. Kiessling was not present for the vote. MOTION PASSED

Approval of Proposal 06-SCA-026, Carter:
Dr. Kiessling joined the meeting during the discussion of this proposal.
At the November 18, 2008 meeting, acceptance of the annual technical and fiscal reports for proposal 06-SCA-026 was tabled until a lay summary was provided and certain information clarified.  

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Dr. Latham, the Committee members voted unanimously in favor of taking the motion for proposal 06-SCA-026 off the table for further consideration.  MOTION PASSED

Dr. Latham read the lay summary provided by Dr. Carter for proposal 06-SCA-026.  There was consensus that the lay summary was excellent and appropriate for the public. 

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Mr. Mandelkern, the eligible Committee members voted unanimously in favor of accepting the Annual Technical and Fiscal Reports for proposal 06-SCA-026, Dr. Carter, principal investigator.  VOTE:  9-0 (In favor:  Arizeh, Fishbone, Genel, Kiessling, Latham, Mandelkern, Pescatello, Wagers and Wallack).  MOTION PASSED

Approval of Extension Request for Proposal 06-SCA-031 
The request for a no-cost extension of seed grant 06-SCA-031 from April 4, 2009 through July 31, 2009 was tabled at the November 18, 2008 meeting due to a lack of a quorum of those eligible to vote.  The anticipated un-obligated balance of $52,000 will be used to cover salary expenses for Dr. Liu, the postdoctoral fellow assigned to the project, to attend a stem cell meeting and to cover materials/supplies and other costs needed to finalize the project.  

MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Latham, seconded by Mr. Mandelkern, the Committee members voted unanimously in favor of taking the motion for proposal 06-SCA-031 off the table for further consideration.  MOTION PASSED

There was no further discussion on the proposal.
MOTION:
Upon a motion made by Dr. Latham, seconded by Dr. Wallack, the eligible Committee members voted unanimously in favor of accepting the request for a no-cost extension for grant proposal 06-SCA-031, Dr. Liu through July 31, 2009.  VOTE:  9-0 (In favor:  Arizeh, Fishbone, Genel, Kiessling, Latham, Mandelkern, Pescatello, Wagers and Wallack).  MOTION PASSED

Other Business

There was no other business to discuss.  

MOTION:  Upon a motion made by Dr. Wallack, seconded by Mr. Mandelkern, the Advisory Committee members voted unanimously in favor of adjourning the meeting at 10:29 a.m.







Respectfully submitted:



















_____________________







Dr. Robert Galvin, Chair
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