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CONNECTICUT HEALTH IMPROVEMENT PLANNING COALITION 
 
Focus Area:   INJURY AND VIOLENCE PREVENTION  
Work Group Meeting: #2 
Date: 6/6/13 
Time: 9:00-11:00 a.m. 
Location: Conference Call 
 

 

Time Agenda Item min Notes 

9:00 Review Work to Date 15 mins 

• Amanda Durante opened meeting at 9:00. 

• Carol Bower took roll call. (See end of notes for participants.) 

• Amanda reviewed output from first meeting and work done creating an overall goal 
for Injury and Violence Prevention.  Goal modified to read:  “Create an environment 
in which exposure to injuries is minimized or eliminated.”  (State further in document 
that injury is inclusive of unintentional injury, intentional self-injury, and intentional 
injury to others.) 
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Time Agenda Item min Notes 

9:15 – 10:00 Discuss Approach to 
Crafting Objectives 45 mins 

• Amanda reviewed draft objectives from HP2020, sent to  in advance to group 
members, and asked for preferred approach to crafting objectives prior to 6/20/13 
meeting. 

• Pina Violano suggested a focus on areas where there are data and that present 
issues for state, including Child Maltreatment, Motor Vehicles, Homicide, Suicide, 
Traumatic Brain Injury, Falls, and Poisoning; also, any areas where group members 
have expertise. 

• It was clarified that the role of the work groups is to develop a goal, objectives, and 
strategies for Healthy Connecticut 2020, and recommendations for the first phase 
(1-3 years) of implementation. The “front end” Plan should be inclusive of all injury 
and violence “areas of concentration” for which trackable data exist, whereas the 1-
3 year implementation priorities will be narrower and more focused. [Post-
conference-call note: This structure was requested by the DPH Commissioner.] 

• Amanda suggested using HP2020 measurable objectives (morbidity and mortality) 
as starting points. 

• Pina discussed the value of a life-course approach to developing strategies 

• Amanda asked that each person on the call volunteer  for a specific injury topic area 
and work prior to 6/20/13 on pulling together data, identifying potential objectives, 
and outlining potential strategies (both existing initiatives and potential additional, 
evidence based strategies). 

• Amanda also asked that members identify subject matter experts who would be 
helpful to consult on drafts and/or participate in the 6/20/13 meeting.   

Deb Shulansky suggested that work group members add educational information, flyers, 
etc. developed by their organizations to the DROPBOX, for use and reference by other 
members in their work. 
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Time Agenda Item min Notes 

10:00-10:15 Next Steps and Pre-
Planning Work 15 

• Send any materials (data, info) to Amanda, Pina, and Rose for addition to 
DROPBOX. 

• Bring data, lists of web sites, laws current or pending, etc. for your chosen area to 
the meeting on 6/20/13. 

• Draft objectives based on HP2020 measurable objectives (see spreadsheet sent to 
group with notice of this conference call) prior to 6/20/13 meeting. 

• Draft strategies based on (a) what is already going on in state; (b) additional 
evidence-based strategies that are systems change/environmental/policy related 
(see DROPBOX for samples). 

• Identify experts to consult and/or invite to 6/20/13 meeting.  PLEASE LET AMANDA 
AND PINA know ASAP if they need to be invited to join our work group!   

• DPH to add hospitalization and ED data and BRFSS and YRBS data related to 
injury and violence to DROPBOX, or links to the data on the DPH web site to be 
provided to group members. 

• Amanda to provide mortality data and final minutes to all WG members. 

• Rose to draft minutes, ensure that DROPBOX invitations and links are sent to all 
members. 

• Pina to send directions and parking info for 6/20/13 meeting location at Yale. 

• Amanda to send template to group to help organize input and ensure consistency. 

• Pina to talk to Dorothy Baker at Yale re: expertise re: Fall Prevention. 
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Conference Call Participants and Their Preferred Areas of Concentration: 

 

Name Representation/Expertise Areas of Concentration for 6/20/13 Planning 

Hugo Adams Veterans and military Veterans/military; domestic violence, combat 
violence (secondary and tertiary prevention), 
sexual assault 

Paula Crombie Child and elder abuse Child maltreatment 

John Delvecchio Occupational Health Work-related injuries 

Phyllis DiFiore MV Crashes Motor Vehicle Crashes 

Amanda Durante Co-Chair; Violence and homicide Violence/Homicide 

Peggy Gallup Youth violence and disparities Youth violence and disparities 

Deb Shulansky Brain injuries Traumatic Brain Injury and Concussions 

Pina Violano Co-Chair:  Gun violence, buy-back programs, 
women's role in crime, child maltreatment, child 
passenger safety 

Child maltreatment 

Faith Vos Winkel Child abuse, neglect, fatalities, youth suicide, 
homicide, and all youth intentional and 
unintentional injuries. 

Homicide, Suicide, Child Maltreatment, or any 
other 

Karen Wexell Prevention; education; poison control Poisoning (prescription drugs, alcohol, underage 
drinking) 

Carol Bower Facilitator, DPH  

Rose Swensen Facilitator, HRiA  

 
 


