
 
 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

CONNECTICUT BOARD OF VETERINARY MEDICINE 
 

Wednesday, October 28, 2020 at 9:00 AM 
Department of Public Health 

410 Capitol Avenue, Hartford, Connecticut 
 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
 
I. MINUTES 
 Review and approval of the minutes of the July 29, 2020 meeting. 
 
II. NEW BUSINESS 

Review of License Reinstatement Application for Alison Patricelli, DVM 
 Presented by Celeste Dowdell, License and Applications Analyst 

 
III. OFFICE OF LEGAL COMPLIANCE 
 A. Pia Hiekkaeranta, DVM – Petition No. 2019-812 
   Presentation of Consent Order – Brittany Petano, Staff Attorney, DPH 
 B. David Sandefer, DVM– Petition No. 2018-392 
   Presentation of Consent Order – Linda Fazzina, Staff Attorney, DPH 
 
IV. SCHEDULED MEETING DATES FOR 2021 
 
 
ADJOURN 
 

 
 
 

 This meeting will be held by video conference at the following link: 

 

Board of Veterinary Medicine via Microsoft Teams Meeting 

(For telephone only) +1 860-840-2075 - Conference ID: 400 880 847# 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_ZGYzZjhhMjYtNjAxZi00MTY5LWI3YTItNWU3MzUyOGY1MDYw%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22118b7cfa-a3dd-48b9-b026-31ff69bb738b%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%22735c43f2-4aee-4b5f-b05e-0c535078f579%22%7d
tel:+1%20860-840-2075,,400880847# 


 
 
 
 

The following minutes are draft minutes which are subject to revision and which have not yet been adopted by the Board. 

 
 
The Connecticut Board of Veterinary Medicine held a meeting at the Department of Public Health,  
410 Capitol Avenue, Third Floor, Hearing Room, Hartford, Connecticut, on July 29, 2020. 
 

BOARD MEMBERS PRESENT: Mary Anne O’Neill, Esq., Chairperson 
     G. Kenneth Bernhard, Esq. 
     Theresa Cianciolo, DVM 
     Timothy Plunkett, DVM 
 
BOARD MEMBERS ABSENT: None 
 
ALSO PRESENT:   Olinda Morales, Hearing Officer, DPH 
     Jeffrey A. Kardys, Board Liaison 

 
Ms. O’Neill called the meeting to order at 9:01 a.m.  All participants were present by video conference. 
 
I. Minutes – April 29, 2020 

Dr. Cianciolo made a motion, seconded by Dr. Plunkett, to approve the minutes.  The motion passed 
unanimously. 

 
II. Investigations Update 

Mr. Kardys reported there are currently 32 cases under investigation by the Department of Public 
Health. 6 of the cases have been referred to attorneys in the Department’s Office of Legal 
Compliance for further evaluation. 

 
III. Adjournment 

There was no further business; the meeting was adjourned at 9:05 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Mary Anne O’Neill, Esq., Chairperson 
Connecticut Board of Veterinary Medicine 

 

 

 





































   

CONSENT ORDER COVER SHEET 

 

In re:  David Sandefer, DVM       Petition No. 2018-392 

 

 

1. David Sandefer of Falls Village, Connecticut (hereinafter "respondent") was issued license 

number 001768 to practice veterinary medicine on January 30, 1986. 

 

2. Respondent has no disciplinary history. 

 

3. The Department of Public Health (hereinafter “the Department”) opened this petition after 

receiving a complaint from the owner of a German shepherd. 

 

4. The Department alleges that on or about March 28, 2018, an associate in respondent’s 

practice diagnosed the shepherd with a large splenic mass, free fluid in her abdomen 

(suspected to be blood) and a regenerative anemia.  The shepherd was sent home with 

instructions that included dropping her off the next day for a splenectomy.  Subsequently, on 

or about March 29, 2018, the shepherd was admitted for surgery by unlicensed staff, without 

an intake exam or without requiring shepherd’s owner to meet with the surgical technician 

and respondent, who was going to perform the surgery.  At approximately 11:45 a.m., 

unlicensed staff found the shepherd collapsed and in agonal breathing, prior to any surgery 

being performed.   

 

5. The Department further alleges respondent negligently and/or unskillfully provided care and 

treatment to shepherd in that he failed to timely and/or appropriately treat the shepherd’s 

splenic mass by, without limitation, rescheduling surgeries he had pre-planned for the 

morning of March 29, 2018 in order to accommodate emergency surgery for the shepherd 

first thing that morning. 

 

6. The proposed Consent Order provides for a reprimand. 

 

7. The Department and respondent respectfully request that the Connecticut Board of 

Veterinary Medicine order and accept the proposed Consent Order in this matter. 
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