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March 30, 2022 

This communication is being sent to all key contacts at provider organizations administering 
COVID-19 vaccine--– please read this message in its entirety. Please feel free to share it with 
others in your organization who may benefit from the update. Note that all our communications 
are archived on our web site. 

Dear Connecticut COVID-19 Vaccine Providers, 

Yesterday, the Food and Drug Administration authorized and the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC) recommended a second booster dose of either the Pfizer-BioNTech or 
the Moderna COVID-19 vaccines for certain immunocompromised individuals 12 or older and all 
people over the age of 50. This second mRNA booster should be administered at least 4 
months after receipt of a first booster dose of any COVID-19 vaccine. Additionally, adults who 
received a primary J&J (Janssen) vaccine and booster dose of J&J COVID-19 vaccine at least 4 
months ago should now receive a second booster dose using an mRNA COVID-19 vaccine. 
More detailed information on the updated guidance will be available from the CDC here.  

Providers can begin implementing the new guidance immediately. Providers should also update 
their scheduling procedures and tools to reflect the new guidance to ensure that 2nd booster 
dose appointments are scheduled at the appropriate interval. Connecticut DPH continues to 
support patient self-identification and attestation as a sufficient basis for confirming that an 
individual is eligible for a second booster. 

The Department of Public Health issued a press release regarding the second booster dose 
yesterday.  

Rationale and Summary of Updated Guidance 

These updated recommendations acknowledge the increased risk of severe disease in certain 
populations including those who are elderly or over the age of 50 with multiple underlying 
conditions, along with the currently available data on vaccine and booster effectiveness. 
  
Data continue to show the importance of vaccination and booster doses to protect individuals 
both from infection and severe outcomes of COVID-19. For adults and adolescents eligible for a 
first booster dose, these shots are safe and provide substantial benefit. During the recent 
Omicron surge, those who were boosted were 21-times less likely to die from COVID-19 
compared to those who were unvaccinated, and 7-times less likely to be hospitalized. CDC 
continues to recommend that all eligible adults, adolescents, and children 5 and older be up to 
date on their COVID-19 vaccines, which includes getting an initial booster when eligible. 
  

https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Immunizations/CoVP-Communications
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.fda.gov%2Fnews-events%2Fpress-announcements%2Fcoronavirus-covid-19-update-fda-authorizes-second-booster-dose-two-covid-19-vaccines-older-and&data=04%7C01%7Ckaitlin.carafa%40ct.gov%7C986a7905826942d236f908da125884ec%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C637842468633692214%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=xVi3I4bh9YdvkWTSxbewQjHmpiwraA5JVPqM24qGQW0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fmedia%2Freleases%2F2022%2Fs0328-covid-19-boosters.html&data=04%7C01%7Ckaitlin.carafa%40ct.gov%7C986a7905826942d236f908da125884ec%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C637842468633692214%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=8szn7gQEp0P%2FIY3u6c%2BomPD9INuJYWG7stFjmk5EZNE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fmedia%2Freleases%2F2022%2Fs0328-covid-19-boosters.html&data=04%7C01%7Ckaitlin.carafa%40ct.gov%7C986a7905826942d236f908da125884ec%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C637842468633692214%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=8szn7gQEp0P%2FIY3u6c%2BomPD9INuJYWG7stFjmk5EZNE%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fvaccines%2Frecommendations%2Fimmuno.html&data=04%7C01%7Ckaitlin.carafa%40ct.gov%7C986a7905826942d236f908da125884ec%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C637842468633692214%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=FJ1Ezw9qIaBST8gr7DbNT0k7XXzp%2Bhsagr9hq78pluM%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fvaccines%2Fcovid-19%2Fclinical-considerations%2Fcovid-19-vaccines-us.html&data=04%7C01%7Ckaitlin.carafa%40ct.gov%7C986a7905826942d236f908da125884ec%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C637842468633692214%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=LcEtQTwfBj3TRi0U960SpbwhF3FNCDmTx3546Y8wpNs%3D&reserved=0
https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Press-Room/Press-Releases---2022/Booster-Statement
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fneed-extra-precautions%2Fpeople-with-medical-conditions.html&data=04%7C01%7Ckaitlin.carafa%40ct.gov%7C986a7905826942d236f908da125884ec%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C637842468633692214%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=aQ9w%2FR%2Fm5Q6fF2dqN7VyBxCG7xw77uUUk99sM2hZrew%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fneed-extra-precautions%2Fpeople-with-medical-conditions.html&data=04%7C01%7Ckaitlin.carafa%40ct.gov%7C986a7905826942d236f908da125884ec%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C637842468633692214%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=aQ9w%2FR%2Fm5Q6fF2dqN7VyBxCG7xw77uUUk99sM2hZrew%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fvaccines%2Fstay-up-to-date.html&data=04%7C01%7Ckaitlin.carafa%40ct.gov%7C986a7905826942d236f908da125884ec%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C637842468633692214%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=lalqbl6Eee782TITgHRqHebQqowLVOsGQ79qLay9np0%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cdc.gov%2Fcoronavirus%2F2019-ncov%2Fvaccines%2Fstay-up-to-date.html&data=04%7C01%7Ckaitlin.carafa%40ct.gov%7C986a7905826942d236f908da125884ec%7C118b7cfaa3dd48b9b02631ff69bb738b%7C0%7C0%7C637842468633692214%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=lalqbl6Eee782TITgHRqHebQqowLVOsGQ79qLay9np0%3D&reserved=0


  
For the CT DPH Immunization Program, visit: Contact Us  
For the COVID-19 webpage, visit: COVID-19 Vaccine Program 
  
If you would like to unsubscribe from these communications, please send an email to 
Dph.immunizations@ct.gov with the subject line “Unsubscribe from COVID-19 Program 
communications”. 
 

https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Immunizations/Contact-Us
https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Immunizations/COVID-19-Vaccine-Providers
mailto:Dph.immunizations@ct.gov

