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Healthcare-associated infections (“HAIs”) are a major public health problem throughout 
the United States.  In Public Act 06-142, An Act Concerning Hospital Acquired 
Infections, the Connecticut legislature established the Committee on Healthcare 
Associated Infections (“Committee”) and charged it with advising the Department of 
Public Health (DPH) with respect to the development, implementation, operation, and 
monitoring of a mandatory reporting system for HAIs in Connecticut.    
 
In carrying out its charge, the Committee was instructed to consider appropriate 
standardized outcome and process measures that are: (1) capable of being validated; (2) 
based upon nationally recognized and recommended standards, to the extent such 
standards exist; (3) based upon competent and reliable scientific evidence; (4) protective 
of practitioner information and information concerning individual patients; and (5) 
capable of being used and easily understood by consumers.  The Committee also was 
instructed to recommend to DPH appropriate methods for increasing public awareness 
about effective measures to reduce the spread of infections in communities, hospitals, and 
other healthcare settings. 
 
The Committee began meeting regularly on August 31, 2006, and engaged in a 
deliberative and productive work process that included the Committee’s: (1) review of 
national data concerning the magnitude of the HAI problem; (2) hearing directly from 
persons who have been deeply affected by HAIs; (3) review of recommendations of 
national authorities and experts on HAI reporting and infection prevention; (4) 
consideration of activities already taking place in Connecticut related to HAI reporting 
and prevention; (5) examination of established national and state HAI reporting systems, 
with presentations from and discussions with individuals who have been extensively 
involved in developing those initiatives and systems; and (6) consideration of various 
educational initiatives to increase public awareness of HAIs and ways to reduce the 
incidence of them.  
 
The following is a status report on the Committee’s recommendations, discussed in detail 
in the April 2007 report, and the Department’s efforts to implement the same.   
 
Recommendation 1. Connecticut should utilize the reporting system established by the 
National Healthcare Safety Network (NHSN) of the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). 
 
DPH has initiated discussions with CDC and will be issuing a letter to Connecticut’s 
hospitals about their need to register to be part of the NHSN system.  (System 
requirements for connecting to NHSN are attached.) 
 
Recommendation 2. Connecticut should initially begin collecting data on the NHSN 
module that tracks data relative to central line-associated blood stream infections 
(“CLABSIs”) in patients in intensive care units.  After hospitals are collecting and 
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reporting data on CLABSIs in a standardized manner, other modules will be added to the 
system, as appropriate.  
 
The Committee has requested that the Connecticut Hospital Association provide 
information regarding the number and types of intensive care units found in Connecticut 
hospitals.  At the November 2007 meeting, the Committee is expected to develop a final 
recommendation on what type and quantity of data should be collected.  DPH and CHA 
are working together to provide training to each of the Connecticut hospitals.  The 
training session for Facility Administrators has been scheduled for October 19, 2007.  
The training session for users will be held in November 2007.   The goal is to have all 
hospitals enrolled in the CDC NHSN program and reporting data on the first identified 
module by January 1. 
 
 
Recommendation 3.  The Connecticut program should be designed to go beyond the 
collection and reporting of data.  It is essential that the data collected be used to 
implement evidence-based prevention methods. 
 
While the Committee is currently focused on the statewide implementation of the data 
collection system, it remains committed to ensuring that the data collected will be used to 
implement evidence-based prevention methods. 
 
 
Recommendation 4. HAI-related education is a critical element to the success of a 
statewide HAI reporting and prevention system, and education initiatives should 
commence well in advance of public reporting of HAI information derived from the HAI 
reporting system recommended by this Committee.   
 
The Department of Public Health issued a request for proposals (see attached) to begin 
the process of public education on the issue of HAI and good hygiene practices.  Minutes 
from the last Education Subcommittee meeting are attached. 
 
Recommendation 5. The implementation and success of the recommended HAI reporting 
system and education initiatives require an immediate and ongoing state funding 
commitment. 
 
During the 2007 legislative session, the Connecticut General Assembly provided funding 
to DPH in the amount of $305,000, of which $55,000 is to be used to implement the 
Education Subcommittee recommendations, with the remainder of the funding to be used 
to hire dedicated staff at DPH for the new reporting system. 
 
Recommendation 6.  The Committee should continue to serve in an advisory capacity to 
assist in the development and implementation of the recommended reporting system and 
education initiatives. 
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The Committee continues to meet and serve in an advisory capacity, especially in the 
areas of education and the implementation of additional modules and new reporting 
requirements.  
 
Recommendation 7. Resources in the amount of $250,000 are necessary for the 
Department of Public Health to implement the enclosed recommendations.  An additional 
$55,000 is necessary to implement the recommendations of the Education Subcommittee. 
 
During the 2007 legislative session, the Connecticut General Assembly provided the 
above funding amounts to the Department to implement the recommendations of the 
committee.  This initiative will require continued funding in subsequent years in order to 
fully achieve the ultimate goal of making Connecticut hospitals safer by preventing a 
broad variety of healthcare associated infections 
 
 
Recommendation 8. Additional resources are necessary for Connecticut’s hospitals to 
implement the collection, reporting and prevention efforts detailed in this report. 
 
The Connecticut General Assembly did not provide additional funding to Connecticut 
hospitals specifically for this new initiative.  The Committee will continue to examine and 
report on the type and magnitude of resources that are necessary to implement a 
successful data collection and reporting system that has the ultimate goal of  infection 
prevention. 
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HAI Education Subcommittee Update 
 

 
Date:  9/20/07 
 
Subcommittee Chairs:   
Name Department Organization 
Jennifer Martin Infection Control Connecticut Children’s Medical Center 
Susan 
MacArthur 

Infection Control and Quality 
Management Hartford Hospital 

 
Purpose: Develop a Statewide hand hygiene education plan that encourages a partnership 
between patients and the providers who care for them. 
 
Goals:  

1. Increase healthcare compliance with hand hygiene best practices throughout the 
State of Connecticut. 

2. Increase the awareness of what consumers can do to prevent healthcare 
associated infections. 

 
Subcommittee Members: 
Name Department/Organization 

Bonnie Capasso Parent /consumer/volunteer  

Wendy Furniss Department of Public Health – Regulatory 

William Gerrish Department of Public Health – Office of Communications 

Susan MacArthur Infection Control and Quality Management 

Jennifer Martin Infection Control 

Julie Petrellis Connecticut Hospital Association 

Jean Rexford Connecticut Center for Patient Safety 

Tanya Court Business Fairfield  
 
Subcommittee Activities:  

1. Established goals and purpose of subcommittee. It was determined that the educational 
campaign will focus on hand hygiene. 

 
2.  Proposal for Education Campaign -RFP was drafted and currently awaiting proposals 

from potential PR firms. Expectation is to have a clear and consistent message for 
consumers that will emphasize the importance of heath care provider’s washing their 
hands.  

 
3. Education Campaign Kick-off – invite CEO’s of Hospitals, Patient Advocacy groups, 

Medical and Nursing Associations, Media and others to a large “kick-off” at the Capitol 
hosted by the Governor and the Commissioner. Key message will be Connecticut values 
hand washing. Date pending availability of Governor and Commissioner. 
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NHSN System Requirements  

The following recommended system requirements were developed to ensure the best use 
of the key features of the NHSN which demand high processor performance, such as Java 
graphical interface, Internet audio / video streaming, professional 3D graphics, 
multimedia, data analysis, graphical data visualization and palm device synchronization. 
The minimum system requirements are a 1Ghz equivalent or higher processor, e-mail 
account, high-speed internet access (greater than 200Kbs), and 500 MB available disk 
space. 

It is the responsibility of the healthcare facility to choose the specific microcomputer 
brand and model to purchase.  

Recommended System Requirements 

Computer 
• 3 GHz processor - Intel Pentium IV, or AMD K6/Athlon/Duron family, or 

compatible processor recommended  
• 512MB of RAM  
• Sound card  
• Speakers or headphones  
• CD-ROM or DVD drive  
• Hard disk 40 GB  
 

Internet Browser  
• Microsoft Internet Explorer 6 or higher  

 
Monitor 

• 17" Super VGA (800 X 600) or higher resolution video adapter and monitor  
 
Operating System (OS)  

• Windows XP/ Windows 2000  
 
Printer 

• Laser Printer  
 
Internet Access  

• High-speed Internet access >200Kbs  
(e.g., T1, Cable, DSL, ADSL)  

 
Email Access  

• E-mail account  
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Healthcare Acquired Infections 2007 
Chairperson:  
Karen Buckley-Bates 
Director of Government Relations 
CT Department of Public Health 

 

  
Members (both voting and non-voting):  
Raymond S. Andrews 
Trustee  
The Donaghue Medical Research Foundation 

Brenda Grant, RN, MPH, CIC, CHES 
Nurse Epidemiologist 
Stamford Hospital 

  
Nancy L. Barrett, MS, MPH 
PHIN Coordinator 
Connecticut Department of Public Health 

James L. Hadler, MD, MPH,  
Director Infectious Diseases Section & State 
Epidemiologist  
CT Department of Public Health 

  
Brian H. Fillipo, MD, MMM, FACP 
VP Quality and Patient Safety 
Connecticut Hospital Association 

Kevin P. Lembo, MPA 
State Healthcare Advocate 

  
Jacqueline Blake, Esq. 
Coordinator, Community & Government Relations  
Yale New Haven Health System 

Jennifer Martin B.S.N., RN, CIC 
Infection Control Practitioner 
Connecticut Children's Medical Center 

  
John M. Boyce, MD 
Hospital Epidemiologist 
Chief, Section of Infectious Disease 
Hospital of St Raphael and 
Clinical Professor of Medicine 
Division of Infectious Diseases 
Yale University School of Medicine 
New Haven, Connecticut 

Harry N. Mazadoorian 
Distinguished Senior Fellow   
Center on Dispute Resolution 
Quinnipiac University School of Law 

  
Lillian A. Burns, MT, MPH, CIC 
Infection Control & Prevention Department 
Greenwich Hospital 

Trish McCooey 
Connecticut Hospital Association 

  
Bonnie Capasso,  
Patient Advocate 

David Neville, Infection Control Coordinator 
Saint Francis Hospital and Medical Center 

  
Harinath Chanda 
IT Supervisor 
CT Department of Public Health 

Jon C. Olson, DPM, DrPH, Epidemiologist 
Healthcare Quality, Statistics, Analysis, & 
Reporting  
CT Department of Public Health 

  
Joanne R. Chapin, RNC, BBA   
VP for Health Care 
AFT Connecticut  

Julie Petrellis 
Quality Improvement 
Connecticut Hospital Association 

  
Brian W. Cooper, MD 
Director, Division of Infectious Disease, Allergy & 
Immunology Hartford Hospital  
Professor of Clinical Medicine University of 
Connecticut School of Medicine 

Jean Rexford 
Executive Director 
CT Center for Patient Safety 
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Tanya M. Court 
Director, Public Policy and Programs 
The Business Council of Fairfield County 

James R. Sabetta, MD 
Director Infectious Diseases 
Greenwich Hospital 

  
Wendy H. Furniss, RNC, MS 
Branch Chief, Health Care Systems Branch 
CT Department of Public Health 

Diane L. Selvidio, RN, CIC 
Manager, Infection Control 
Lawrence & Memorial Hospital 

  
Richard A. Garibaldi, MD, FACP 
Chairman, Department of Medicine 
University of Connecticut School of Medicine and 
Hospital Epidemiologist University of Connecticut 
Health Center 

Douglas C. Waite, MD 
Director, Medical Affairs 
Director, Infectious Diseases 
Day Kimball Hospital 

  
Joseph Garner, M.D. 
Director, Infectious Disease Division 
Hospital Epidemiologist 
Hospital of Central Connecticut 

Diane Dumigan, RN,  BSN, CIC 
Infection Control/Hospital Epidemiology 
Hospital Of Saint Raphael 
New Haven, Connecticut 

  
Susan MacArthur, RN, CIC, MPH 
Quality Assurance 
Hartford Hospital 
 
 

Louise-Marie Dembry, MD, MS 
Associate Professor of Medicine (Infectious 
Diseases) and Epidemiology,  
Yale University School of Medicine 
Hospital Epidemiologist, Yale-New Haven 
Hospital 
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