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CT DPH – Drinking Water Section

- Revised Total Coliform Rule -
Level 2 Assessor Training

Sanitary Defects and Significant Deficiencies: Submission 
of Level 2 Assessment Form, CT DPH Review, Corrective 

Action Plan, Wrap up and Questions
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• Groundwater Rule Key Points

• RTCR Key Points

• Overlap between Significant Deficiencies 
and Sanitary Defects (note underlined 
items on RTCR Level 2 Form)

• Submission of Level 2 forms & Review

• Corrective Action Plans & Wrap up 

Agenda
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RTCR – Sanitary Defects 

● Sanitary defect: “means a defect that is providing, or has the 
potential for providing, a pathway of entry for microbial 
contamination into the distribution system or that is indicative of 
a failure or imminent failure in a barrier that is already in place” 
– sanitary defects are identified by L1 and L2 assessments.

• Sanitary Defects must be corrected within 30 days or per 
State approved correction plan

NOTE: A sanitary defect is different than a significant deficiency 
per GWR, however, in some instances there may be 
overlapping
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GWR- Significant Deficiencies 

• Significant Deficiencies are: “anything that is causing, or has 
the potential for causing, the introduction of contamination 
into the water system”

• Significant Deficiencies are typically identified during sanitary 
surveys

• Significant Deficiencies typically have 120 day correction 
period
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Sanitary Defect vs. Significant 
Deficiency

• Unless your last sanitary survey was less than 120 
days ago (or you have a corrective action 
schedule, you should not have any outstanding 
Significant Deficiencies (we have been hounding 
you!)

• If you have a Sanitary Defect, then it means you 
have something to correct and it’s associated with 
a bacteriological issue (total coliform and or 
E.Coli)

• CORRECT WITHIN 30 DAYS (or have approved 
Corrective Action Plan for Defect/Deficiency if it’s 
an item that requires more time)
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Are there any holes or 
unprotected openings in the 

well casing?
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Is the well located in a depressed area
where water may collect or is subject to

flooding, and has any flooding or ponding
occurred?
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Is the vent (well) shielded and 
screened? 

.
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Is the sanitary seal or well cap improperly
installed to the casing and electric conduit, or

are they in an unsatisfactory condition?
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Is the well pit currently flooded 
or is there any indication that 

water collects in the pit? 
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Does the spring box have any 
breaches or holes or unprotected 

openings? 
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Are all spring box hatches appropriately
sealed and overflow vents appropriately

shielded and screened?
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Has there been any by-pass in the 
disinfection treatment process (UV 

or other disinfectant)?
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Is the filter backwash discharge line 
appropriately “air-gapped” above the 
drainage pipe or sewer or septic line?
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Are there any holes or unprotected openings 
in the atmospheric tank(s)?
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Is the hatch on the atmospheric 
tank not sealed properly?
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Is the overflow on the atmospheric 
tank suitably protected and 

screened? 
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Is the hatch on the atmospheric tank 
not sealed properly?
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Are vents on the atmospheric tank 
suitably protected and screened?
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Is the overflow on the atmospheric tank not 
suitably protected and/or screened? 
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Submission of Level 2 Forms & CT DPH 
Review

• Submit Forms to DWS mailing address or 
dwdcompliance @ct.gov within 30 days

• Time clock starts day after repeat samples that 
caused MCL violation

• Safe Drinking Water Rule Implementation 
Group supervised by Chris Roy will review
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Corrective Action Plans

• Normally expect to have Sanitary Defects within 
30 days

• If it is an item that requires a CAP, then you 
would suggest a reasonable time frame on 
Level I /II form

• SDWR Implementation Group approves CAP –
may consult with Technical Review and 
Assessment unit 
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Forms for Seasonal Systems
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Level I Form & Instructions
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Level I Forms and Instructions
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Technical Questions?

Questions /Comments:
vicky.carrier@ct.gov
Desk: 860-509-7333 ext 7315
Cell: 860-463-6004
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Sampling Plan Water Quality  
Monitoring or Implementation 

Questions?

Main Phone Number is 860-509-7333

 Carissa Madonna, carissa.madonna@ct.gov

 Christopher Roy, christopher.roy@ct.gov

Call Carissa Madonna
Or Christopher Roy 
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Tell your Co-Workers about  
Upcoming Training Events 

• Potential RTCR November 22, 2016 here at DOT

• DWS Lead & Copper Rule Compliance Operator Training Course 

at Goodwin College on November 21, 2016

• ATCAVE 2017 is on February 28, 2017
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Thank you 
again for 

being part of 
public health 

workforce


