Climate and Health Equity Coalition
October 16, 2024 | 10:30-12:00
Meeting Minutes

Members present: Melia Allan, Hannah Beath, Devin Brown, Deanna D’Amore, Aziz Dekhan, Jenny Heikkila Diaz, Robert Dubrow, Kathy Fay, Mariana Fragomeni, Margaret Harvey, Amy Mirizzi, Mark Mitchell, Kat Morris,Jenna Nicol, Martha Page, Mike Pascucilla, Edith Pestana, Kate Richard, Sumit Sharma, Tenaya Taylor, Jennifer Wang, Karen Wolujewicz, Corona Zhang.
YSPH Students: Yanjia Li, Reece Pauling, Sena Wazer.

Welcome and Icebreaker
· Hannah Beath called the meeting to order at 10:33am.
· Hannah led an ice breaker, asking participants about a small thing that brought them joy.
Announcements: RFA, LHD Contracts
· Jennifer Wang gave an update about the request for applications from local health departments and districts for round 2 of DPH pilot grants for Local Health and Air Quality Preparedness and Response.
· The application will open in late October 2024 and close in early December 2014
· Announced RFA awards are scheduled to February 2025, so that the pilot program can have a grant period of July 1, 2025-June 30, 2026.
· LHDs who receive the pilot grants will get $24,500 for a year of work.
· Last quarter DPH and Yale announced the kickoff with the round 1 pilot grants to Ledge Light and Bridgeport HDs, and these are still in the works re: contracting.
· Kathy Fay asked where LHDs can find the RFAs posted.
· Jennifer emailed the first round to all LHD directors and will email this second round to the same list as well as directly to coalition members. Deanna will let the CT Association of Directors of Health know to be on the lookout for this RFA.
· DPH will work to post a link to the RFA, and the Yale Center for Climate Change can also post the RFA link.
· Kathy gave feedback that it would be good to have a website posting, so that members on this committee can direct applicants towards.
AAEP Update
· Jennifer gave an update on the Adaptation Action and Evaluation Plan, specifically of the evaluation portion.
· Adaptation Action 1 (AA1): developing and implementing an educational program for LHDs.
· Adaptation Action 2 (AA2): develop guidance for local heat and air quality response plans (LHAQPs) and support local implementation through trainings and capacity building.
· AAEP components:
· Part 1: description of adaptation action
· Part 2: Communications
· Part 3: Evaluation
· Part 4: Project Management
· AAEP Status Update:
· AAEPs were drafted in 2023 for AA1 and AA2.
· The center is currently revising these actions with CDC technical assistance, focusing on revising the evaluation questions to reflect current activities, plans, capacity and needs.
· Jennifer and her team are aiming for updated drafts to be ready for Coalition feedback by the year-end via written comments, and a discussion at the January coalition meeting.
· Mark Mitchell flagged an issue around stakeholder engagement.
· Jennifer spoke about the requirements for a community partner in the RFA and flagged that engaging with a community partner was something the team looked for in round 1.
· Edith Pestana shared a concern that the pilot grant is not a lot of funding – it may be hard for a health department to accomplish this without a community partner. If a community partner is working with a health department/district, it is important to compensate them.
· Hannah will take this into account moving into the reapplication cycle.
· Kat Morris shared feedback that mini grants for community partners could be a good way to compensate partners in the future.
· Mariana Fragomeni asked if there was supplementary funding to the BRACE grant from CDC, because this award was not granted in the first year, but this could be an avenue for additional funds. Hannah and Jennifer had not heard about this supplementary funding for evaluation, but they will look into this in their next meeting with CDC.
Symposium Agenda Proposal and Updates
· For the 2025 CT Symposium on Climate Change and Health, Jennnifer and Hannah collected feedback from the coalition, and shared how they will incorporate this feedback into the upcoming symposium.
· The date has not yet been finalized, but DPH and Yale would like to host a half-day in-person event in late March, tentatively at Southern Connecticut State University.
· The objective for the second annual symposium is to build awareness engagement, and community in CT around the health impacts of climate change.
· They heard from participants that looking into solutions to protect is an important component, so the symposium in 2025 will aim to incorporate this feedback. The proposed agenda includes a part 1 focused on challenges, especially with what is already happening in Connecticut, and a part 2 on solutions, focused on recent successes and work in progress.
· Kat Morris recommended that both part 1 and part 2 be solution-oriented but in different formats, since in order to talk about solutions, discussion of challenges is necessary.
· Robert Dubrow flagged that if members have proposed speakers for the symposium, to let Hannah and Jennifer know.
· There is not currently an honorarium for speakers, but Hannah and Jennifer will look into the budget.
· Participants recommended that the symposium programming begin at 9:30 with breakfast at 9:00am, to allow for members to travel to the location of the event.
Curriculum Update and Discussion
· Hannah gave an update on the curriculum. Two graduate interns with DPH put together a draft of the curriculum, including five modules with corresponding submodules. For example, the temperature module includes both extreme heat and extreme cold.
· Hannah shared the policy proposal formatting of the climate curriculum for local health departments. These will ultimately be formatted into downloadable resources.
· The policy proposal will be shared with the group for additional feedback.
· Hannah asked for feedback on the curriculum development.
· Kate Richard suggested that the document include specific “whys” to emphasize the importance of each proposal/resource.
· Kathy flagged that there will be the development of resilience hubs, that may not be in direct communication with their local health departments. She suggested that there should be a pathway to make this curriculum common knowledge in the community, beyond just the municipal staff.
· Mark added that LHDs should think about how they want to interact with resilience hubs moving forward, thinking about what resources or communications may be useful.
· Mark Mitchell mentioned that Philadelphia has a heat health emergency response based on data, and that Connecticut should learn from their experience.
· Edith brought up severe flooding events in Connecticut and flagged that this would be important to include in curriculum. Hannah mentioned that the curriculum contains an extreme weather module, but that this is important to incorporate.
· Mark flagged that this sort of training needs to be localized. For example, preparations and responses to flooding will be different in the Hartford area, compared with how the New Haven area responds.
· Hannah asked the group if members had experience holding focus groups for municipal staff, and if they could share thoughts of what works well.
· Sumit shared that for Bridgeport, they want staff to be aware of the impacts of extreme weather.
· Hannah invited members to share any additional curriculum feedback over email.
LHAQP Update and Presentation
· LAHQP stands for Local Heat and Air Quality Preparedness and Response Plan.
· A template for LHAQPs had been drafted and is now being updated and built int a toolkit to support pilot grantees in developing their LHAQPs and provide a resource for other LHDs to develop LHAQPs.
· Jennifer invited her students at the Yale School of Public Health to introduce themselves.
· Reece Pauling, Sena Wazer, and Yanjia Li presented on their approach and workplan for the LAHQP toolkit creation and revisions, and disemination.
· The students asked for feedback on any big issues that should be included in the toolkit, additional stakeholders that should be at the table, and any key strategies that should be included in the template for accessibility.
· Edith Pestana suggested looking into language accessibility, closed captioning, and any other ADA accommodations for webinars.
· Mark Mitchell suggested making the links clear between asthma and air pollution, as well as transportation and air pollution.
· Kat Morris suggested adding information on who constitutes a vulnerable community (ie. which diseases like asthma would be exacerbated) - this would be great for the graphics.
Wrap up and Next Steps
· DPH will send out an email with the meeting minutes, recording, and slide decks. The next meeting is scheduled for January 15, 2025.
· The meeting adjourned at 12:01pm.
