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MAJOR WINTER STORM BECOMING MORE LIKELY ON SATURDAY…WINTER STORM 
WATCHES ISSUED FOR SOUTERN CT AND TOLLAND AND WINDHAM 
COUNTIES…PRIMARY THREATS REMAIN STRONG WINDS AND HEAVY SNOW…

The latest storm tracks from the GFS, EURO, Canadian and NAM (see tracks below) computer 
models have started to drift back to the west slightly overnight and tighten-up.  A low pressure
system is forecast to form off the North Carolina coast Friday evening.  This low is forecast to 
rapidly intensify as the storm moves to the northeast.  At this time the consensus (aka Average) 
track of all 4 models brings the center of this major winter storm approximately 60 miles 
southeast of Cape Cod at approximately 6:00 PM Saturday evening.  

If the storm follows this track, we can expect a Nor’Easter with possible blizzard conditions 
starting before daybreak on Saturday and continuing until Saturday evening.  Northeast winds 
could gust to 50 - 60 MPH at times along the coast with temperatures in the upper teens and 
low 20’s.  The impact on travel could be major with very low visibilities and snow-covered roads.  
A minor to moderate number of power outages are possible.  Most air travel in the Northeast 
could be cancelled.  Total snowfall could range from 6” - 10” in Western CT up to 10” – 14” in 
Eastern CT (especially near the RI border).   

This storm is still approximately 48 hours from impact.    Snowfall amounts remain highly 
dependent on the exact track.  Shown below are 4 major computer model tracks and a
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TRAVEL IMPACT                 Minor         Moderate      Major

Friday Night (Minor)

Saturday (Major)

COASTAL FLOODING FORECAST SATURDAY MORNING                         
Location        High Tide  Level (MSL)  Minor    Mod  Major    

Stamford          8:21 AM        5.4 Feet

Bridgeport        8:20 AM        5.3 Feet

New London    6:27 AM        2.4 Feet
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Closest Approach In: 68 Hours  Evacuation Starts In: NA Hours   State EOC: NA
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MAJOR WINTER STORM UPDATE FROM DESPP/DEMHS JAN 27 AT 9:00 AM      IMPACTS EXPECTED ON SATURDAY                   PRELIMINARY SNOWFALL FORECAST (SUBJECT TO CHANGE)
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consensus track shown in magenta.

The tracks from the 4 models have 
tightened up somewhat in the past 24 
hours which may indicate a higher 
confidence track.  However, there is 
still plenty of time for additional 
changes and towns are advised to 
closely monitor the latest forecasts.

DESPP/DEMHS will continue to
closely monitor this potentially major 
winter storm.  The next update will be 
sent out at 4:00 PM this afternoon.
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