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August 25, 2025 

 

 

Re: 2025 Triennial Review of the Connecticut Water Quality Standards 

 

 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide input on the Connecticut Department of 
Energy and Environmental Protection’s (DEEP) review of its Water Quality Standards. 
These standards are a critical tool for protecting water quality and for setting the vision 
of what we want for Connecticut’s waters. 

Topics Identified by DEEP for Consideration 

 Updates to Numeric Water Quality Criteria: 
DEEP should continue to maintain strong, protective standards for our waters. 
Any new recommendations from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) that are more protective of human health and the environment should be 
adopted. However, recommendations that would result in weaker protections 
should not be adopted. 

 Low Flow Statistics Applicable to Fresh Waters: 
Provided the U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) is able to update StreamStats to 
include 7Q10 flows within a reasonable timeframe, continuing to use 7Q10 as the 
low-flow condition is appropriate. 

 Extended Disinfection Period: 
We support extending the disinfection period to April 1 through November 1. 
Connecticut’s rivers and streams are used year-round by paddlers, anglers, 
rowers, and other recreationists, and there is ample evidence to justify stronger 
protections. Ultimately, the goal should be a transition to year-round UV 
disinfection, which avoids the residuals and byproducts associated with chlorine. 
This measure was also proposed during the 2019 triennial review; DEEP should 
provide an explanation as to why it has not yet been implemented. 

 Downstream Protection: 
Current downstream protection provisions are limited to discharges to wetlands 
and impairments from nitrogen and phosphorus. DEEP should take this 
opportunity to establish stronger narrative and numeric criteria to protect 
downstream waters. This is an important environmental justice issue: many of 
Connecticut’s most vulnerable communities are located at the terminus of large 
watersheds, where water quality is directly shaped by upstream land use and 
management decisions. With stormwater runoff now surpassing point-source 
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pollution as the primary driver of water quality degradation, stronger protections 
are urgently needed. 

 Water Quality Classification Maps: 
DEEP should ensure that groundwater classifications are consistent with Aquifer 
Protection Areas. This issue was also raised in the 2019 triennial review and 
warrants action in this cycle. 

Topics Not Identified by DEEP for Consideration 

 Thermal Limits: 
Connecticut’s Water Quality Standards need to incorporate more robust 
temperature criteria to protect cold-water fish species and healthy river 
ecosystems. Despite growing threats from climate change and land use pressures, 
Connecticut has not updated its thermal criteria. High-quality headwater streams 
and tributaries that fall outside of public water supply protections are particularly 
vulnerable, left to the variable strength of local wetland and zoning ordinances 
across 169 municipalities. 

Importantly, DEEP staff, in partnership with USGS, published Summer Thermal 
Thresholds of Fish Community Transitions in Connecticut Streams. This 
research should inform updated and integrated thermal standards before it 
becomes outdated. 
 
Connecticut should also look to states such as Oregon, Massachusetts, and 
Vermont, which have established specific water quality criteria for cold-water 
habitats, as models. 

 

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide input into this review process. 
 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Alicea Charamut 

Executive Director 


