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Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection 
 
 
 
Re: 2025 Triennial Review of Water Quality Standards (WQS) Comments 
 
 I am writing on behalf of the Connecticut Department of Agriculture, Bureau of Aquaculture 
(DoAG) to comment on the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection’s 2025 
Triennial Review of Water Quality Standards (WQS).   
 

DoAG staff has reviewed the portions of the WQS which the Department is evaluating for revision 
and has concerns regarding the extended disinfection period for sewage discharges. The DoAG is requesting 
that additional sewage treatment plants be required to provide continuous year-round disinfection via an 
alternative schedule to protect those actively using the impacted receiving waters, and to prevent viral 
loading to open shellfish growing areas. These facilities are: New Canaan, Shelton, Derby, Ansonia, 
Seymour, North Haven, Montville, and Ledyard. 

 
Non-disinfected sewage discharges are a significant impact on the shellfish resources in the waters 

of Connecticut. Receiving waters for these facilities are either being actively utilized by shellfishers, or 
directly impact nearshore recreational or commercial shellfishing areas via viral loading from November 1 
through March 31. While coliform bacteria degrade quickly in waters below 50°, viruses, such as norovirus, 
do not. It is for this reason the National Shellfish Sanitation Program requires a 21 day closure following 
raw, or partially treated sewage discharges. This extended closure is due to the fact that “Viruses and 
bacteria bio-accumulated in shellfish behave very differently; FC is prone to die-off in a week or two over 
colder months while viruses can persist at high levels under these cold water conditions for months” 
(Interstate Shellfish Sanitation Conference, 2023).  

 
The New Canaan facility discharge impacts the waters of the Fivemile River and subsequently the 

year-round Conditionally Approved Shellfishing areas of Darien and Norwalk. The Shelton, Derby, 
Ansonia, and Seymour facility discharges impact the Housatonic River. The Housatonic River is the State’s 
most productive natural seed oyster bed and is heavily utilized during the open seed oyster season of 
October 20 through June 15. Discharges from the North Haven facility impact the waters of the Quinnipiac 
River. Shellfish leases in the Quinnipiac extend north of I-91, and are actively utilized for seed oystering. 
The Montville and Ledyard facilities impact the seed oyster beds of the Thames River, which extend as far 
north as the entrance to Poquetanuck Bay. Seed oystering in the Quinnipiac and Thames River can occur 
year-round, however this activity occurs primarily during the times at which the impacting facilities are not 
being required to disinfect their effluent. 

 
The impact of untreated sewage effluent to shellfishers working these waters and to shellfish 

resources poses a threat to public health due to viral and bacterial contaminants. Year-round disinfection 
will keep unsafe levels of bacterial and viral contamination from impacting shellfish harvested from the 
receiving waters of these facilities and nearshore shellfish resources. Requiring the New Canaan, Shelton, 
Derby, Ansonia, Seymour, North Haven, Montville, and Ledyard sewage treatment plants to provide year-
round disinfection of their effluent through an alternative schedule will ensure that shellfish farmers and 
resources are not negatively impacted by bacteria and viruses, and therefore be protective public health by 
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ensuring these facilities operate in a manner compatible with our promotion of safe and sustainable 
aquaculture operations in Long Island Sound.   

 
 Thank you for your consideration of these comments. Please do not hesitate to contact me with any 
questions.  
 
 
 
 
Regards. 

 
 

 
David H. Carey 
Director  
Bureau of Aquaculture and Laboratory 
CT Department of Agriculture 
 


