Concerns About Water Planning

Mon 1/15/2024 8:31 PM

To:Jascot, Rebecca <Rebecca.Jascot@ct.gov>

You don't often get email from ian.warburg@gmail.com. Learn why this is important

EXTERNAL EMAIL: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click any links or open any
attachments unless you trust the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Madams and Sirs:

I write to express concerns about the quality of our water, and the threats to further degradation of same. Like the air we breathe, water is
among the most sacred and essential natural resources we rely on. We must redouble our efforts to ensure that our community’s water is of

the highest possible quality.
To that end, I urge you to consider the following actions as imperatives for the promotion of public health and environmental sustainability:

1) Artificial Turf: It is a public health imperative that we halt the installation of artificial turf to prevent: (1) the leaching of PFAS (“forever™)
chemicals into our water supplies; and (ii) the leaching of micro-plastics into our water and the environment. (See

article: https://www.medicalnewstoday.com/articles/are-plastic-particles-in-bottled-water-harmful-to-health#Why-tiny-plastic-particles-can-
be-harmful-to-health). It is also important to note that in addition to the risks to the water supply posed by artificial turf, these artificial
surfaces pose risks to those who use them via off-gassing of the chemicals used to make them, and dust from the wear and tear that use
generates while children are playing on them. These risks are particularly concerning on hot days under a beating sun.

2) Pesticides & Herbicides: Regulations governing the use of pesticides and herbicides must be strengthened, especially for properties that
are above aquifers, and those that abut or are near rivers, streams, or other bodies of water (e.g. Longshore Park in Westport, as well as other

golf courses and properties with large lawns). Chemical pollution from runoff infiltrates our water sources and waterways and must be
mitigated.

3) Gray Water & “Sustainable™ Alternatives: With the supply of potable water being limited due to drought and high demand, when possible,
not a drop can our should be used for the irrigation of golf courses and other, similar, sites. Gray Water provides an appropriate opportunity
to irrigate without depleting a scarce and valuable resource, and minimizes the externalization of environmental and health costs borne by an
unsuspecting public. Additionally, reducing, and/or eliminating lawns where possible, and replacing them with other plantings can further
reduce the demand for water.

Thank you for your consideration.
Respectfully,

Ian E. Warburg

Long time Westport resident

Save Westport Now, Co-Chair
The Aquaya Institute, Chair






