Laura Cahn

February 16, 2024

Connecticut Department of Energy And Environmental Protection

Re: Integrated Water Planning Management 2

The following measures should be taken to protect and restore Connecticut
waters for our residents and everyone who is counting on us to safeguard the
world’s water:

1. Ban pesticides except for extreme circumstances when no alternative exists.

2. Ban artificial turf, multi-layer plastic surfaces that leach water-
contaminating PFAS and other toxic chemicals.

3. Limit irrigation of lawns and gardens to conserve as much water as possible.

4. Ban nips (mini one-serving plastic and glass liquor bottles) so people cannot
throw the empty containers into water bodies and storm drains.

5. Ban leaf blowers. They spread pesticides, heavy metals, oil, gas, and other
toxins that pollute our water.

6. Limit construction on and paving over of wetlands to preserve as much of
our pristine, toxin-filtering eco-system as possible.

7. Locate all waste treatment processing facilities away from water.

Regarding items 2 and 3, | have attached a photograph of the Yale artificial turf
field hockey field being watered, as it is before every practice and game.
Banning artificial turf and limiting unnecessary irrigation would eliminate this
practice.

Thank you for protecting our water,

Sincerely,

Laura Cahn





