
P U B L I C  S P E A K I N G  1 0 1

Connecticut’s 
Mattress Recycling 
Program



Nonprofit operating statewide 
mattress recycling program in 
Connecticut known as Bye Bye
Mattress

Works with solid waste facilities, 
local governments and other 
stakeholders to operate the recycling 
network

Program is funded by visible 
recycling fee collected at time of 
purchase on each mattress and box 
spring sold in state (or online with 
delivery in-state)

Provides extensive consumer 
education, conducts research to 
increase mattress recycling 
efficiencies and works to curb illegal 
mattress dumping

Connecticut was the first state to 
enact a law requiring statewide 
recycling and the program is now 
five years old – launched May 2015

CT DEEP is state agency that 
oversees the program, establishes 
goals and provides for enforcement

WHO WE ARE & HOW WE OPERATE



PRIMARY OBJECTIVES

Create a statewide network offering no-cost opportunities for mattress disposal and recycling

Increase mattress recycling, lessen environmental impacts, curb illegal dumping

Provide extensive outreach to raise awareness of the value of mattress recycling

Maximize recycling of mattress components



CELEBRATING FIVE YEARS IN 2020
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•MRC’s Bye Bye Mattress 
program in Connecticut has 
recycled more than 775,000 
mattresses 

•13,000 tons material diverted 
from the state’s waste stream

•Placed end to end, that is 
enough mattresses to cross 
Connecticut 8 times

PROGRAM IMPACT SINCE 2015



CONNECTICUT ANNUAL REPORT DATA
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•More than 130 permanent 
collection sites

•2 recycling facility locations

•6 annual collection events

•139 participating towns

•263 Commercial Volume 
Program participants

MATTRESS RECYCLING ACROSS CONNECTICUT



INDUSTRY EDUCATION

MRC conducts ongoing education and 
outreach to mattress manufacturers and 
retailers to educate them about legal 
obligations related to program registration, 
fee collection  and more.

We utilize a variety of communications to 
reach diverse audiences

We provide resources and tools to make 
participation is easy.



INDUSTRY RESOURCES



Commercial Volume Program



CONSUMER EDUCATION



CONSUMER EDUCATION



BYE BYE MATTRESS SITE LOCATOR



CONSUMER EDUCATION



ILLEGAL DUMPING

MRC works to curb the number of illegally 
dumped mattresses through:

- Statewide network of no cost 
permanent collection sites

- No cost collection events

- Consumer education, including our 
illegal dumping PSA – over 3,000 
airings and 3 million impressions

- Working with local and state programs 
such as #LoveHartford



RESEARCH AND BEST PRACTICES



WHY RECYCLE



MATTRESS RECYCLING = COMPONENTS MADE INTO NEW 
PRODUCTS



MATTRESS RECYCLING LEADERSHIP



COVID-19 UPDATE

MRC’s concern for the health and well-being of our employees and those across our 
recycling network continues to be our top priority as we respond to the COVID-19 
pandemic. With that in mind, we have activated plans to continue operations and limit 
service disruptions while also keeping health best practices in mind.



COVID-19 UPDATE 

MRC Outreach/Support to Program Participants: MattressRecyclingCouncil.org Banner 
and info page. Calls, emails, newsletter, social

Communication to the Public: ByeByeMattress.com Banner and info page. Messaging 
campaign: Call ahead, stay safe, recycle responsibly

Penalties and Fees waived for late reporting/remitting through June 30



COVID-19 UPDATE



LEGISLATIVE UPDATES 

Mattress Recycling Bills Introduced in 2019-2020
• Oregon
• New York
• Massachusetts (Resolve to Study Mattress Recycling)

Other Updates
• Maine pilot program under development
• MRC interest in regional approach to Mattress EPR

For more information, contact:
• Marie Clarke mclarke@sleepproducts.org
• Grant Johnson gjohnson@sleepproducts.org

mailto:mclarke@sleepproducts.org
mailto:gjohnson@sleepproducts.org


QUESTIONS? 

Dan McGowan
Northeast Program Coordinator
dmcgowan@mattressrecyclingcouncil.org
(860) 830-3832

mailto:dmcgowan@mattressrecyclingcouncil.org
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