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What is NERC

• Nonprofit focused on minimizing waste, 
conserving natural resources, & advancing  
a sustainable economy 

• 11-state area of focus: New England, 
Delaware, Maryland, New Jersey,               
New York, & Pennsylvania

• Membership organization: municipal & 
regional governments, nonprofit & private 
sectors – Consider Joining!



Recycling Market Development 
Committee

• Formed fall 2018 

• Membership open to NERC & NEWMOA 
Board members, & NERC Advisory Members

o All NERC states & 16 Advisory Members

• Chaz Miller, Ex Officio member Board, Chair

o Sherill Baldwin, CT DEEP

o Jen Heaton-Jones, HRRA

o David Aldridge, SCRRRA



Priorities

• Mixed plastic

• Mixed paper 

• Supporting regional end-markets



Plastic Market Capacity Expansion

• 15 new & 10 expanding facilities 

• West Coast: California (6), Nevada, 
British Columbia
• South: Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, 
North Carolina, South Carolina (4), 
& Texas

• Northeast: Pennsylvania (2), New Jersey

• Mid-west: Indiana, Ohio (2)

ttps://nerc.org/documents/North%20American%20Recycled%20Plastic%20Processing%20Capacity%20Increases%20-%20January%202020.pdf


Expanded Paper Capacity

5 likely to serve the Northeast

• Rumford, Maine (2020)

• Albany, New York (2022)

• Wapakoneta, Ohio (open)

• Fairmont, West Virginia (2020)

• Hanover, Virginia (2021)

https://nerc.org/documents/Summary%20of%20Announced%20Increased%20Capacity%20to%20Use%20Recycled%20Paper%20%E2%80%93%20Updated%20November%202019.pdf


Post-MRF Businesses Using 
Post-Consumer Feedstock

Material Number of Businesses

Paper 73 (CT – 2)

Plastic (#1, 2, 5) 58 (CT – 1)

Glass 18 (CT – 1)

Aluminum 5 (CT – 0)

https://nerc.org/documents/Recycling%20Businesses%20in%20NERC%20Region%20engaged%20with%20PCR%20Content.pdf


Businesses by Material by State
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Blended Value of a MRF Ton

• Surveyed 14 publically-owned MRFs 
in 10 states

o 1 participant in Connecticut

• Purpose 

o Determine regional market 
trends

o Educational tool for promoting 
improved residential recycling

https://nerc.org/documents/NERC%20Report%20on%20Blended%20MRF%20Values%20Survey%20-%20November%202019.pdf


Survey

UBC (aluminum cans)

Steel Cans

PET (plastic #1)

HDPE Natural (plastic #2)

HDPE Colored (plastic #2)

Polypropylene (plastic #5)

#’s 3-7 Plastics

Bulky Rigid Plastics

OCC Grade #11 (corrugated cardboard)

Mixed Paper Grade #54

Aseptic and Gable-top Cartons 

(Grade #52) 

Clear Glass Containers

Green Glass Containers

Brown Glass Containers

3 Mix Glass Containers

Residue



UBC 0.72%

Steel Cans 2.34%

PET 3.08%

HDPE Natural 0.67%

HDPE Colored 0.93%

Polypropylene 0.89%

3-7 Plastic 2.41%

Bulky Rigids 0.72%

OCC Grade #11 24.4%

Mixed Paper Grade #54 27.97%

Aseptic and Gable-top Cartons (Grade #52) 0.05%

Clear Glass 4.41%

Green Glass 1.75%

Brown Glass 4.41%

3 Mix Glass 14.57%

Residue 12.19%



Results
.

Ton with 
residuals

Ton 
without

residuals

Processing 
cost /ton

Recycling 
tipping 
fee/ton

April –
July 
2019

$45.83 $51.65 $82 •$38 municipal 
with contract
• $48
commercial/
No contract

July -
Sept. 
2019

$34.85 $41.55 $83 •$38 municipal 
with contract
• $47
commercial/
no contract

Change -24% -20% 1% 0%



Recycling Markets & Trends

• Aluminum, steel, mixed paper & 

OCC continue to decline

• Glass is steady

• PET & 3 – 7 plastics down

• HDPE (colored & natural) way up



Upcoming Webinars & Workshop

Webinars

• March 19 – Rethinking Recycling - 1:30  –
3:o0 p.m.

• March 31– Best Management Practices for 
Community Composting, 1:30 - 3:00 p.m. 

Workshop

April 15, Using Recycled Content in Road & 
Infrastructure Projects, Concord, NH
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