Connecticut Coalition for Sustainable Materials Management Meeting

Meeting Minutes
January 10, 2023 Increase Reuse and Recycling Working Group Meeting

Present: See Attachment A
Next meeting: March 14, 2023 at 1:00 P.M.
Prepared by: Elizabeth Moore, DEEP

I. Call to Order and Announcements
Meeting began at 1:00pm.

Co-chairs Denise Raap, First Selectman, Town of Litchfield and Ben Florsheim, Mayor, City of
Middletown provided welcoming remarks, introductions, housekeeping rules and an overview of the
Increase Reuse and Recycling Working Group.

I1. Committee Reports

A poll was conducted to determine topics for the next Increase Recycling and Reuse Working Group
meeting.

Sherill Baldwin, Environmental Analyst, CT DEEP introduced the topic and provided an overview of
common materials found in school waste streams.

A panel composed of the following representatives presented on School Cafeteria Programs:

Katherine Breer Bruns, Recycling Coordinator, West Hartford presented on West Hartford’s food scrap
composting program.

Kyle Harris, Science Teacher at Litchfield High School presented on Litchfield High School’s food scrap
diversion program.

Tammy Thorton, President, Wilton Go Green and Chair, Zero Waste Schools Coalition presented on
Wilton’s Efforts/Initiatives of Schools in the Zero Waste Schools Coalition.

Heather Billings, Senior Waste Reduction Consultant, Center for EcoTechnology (CET) presented on
CET Resources for Schools.

I11. Roundtable

There was opportunity for Q&A with the panelists. Members were interested in Center for Ecotechnology
educational materials and costs of food scrap programs in schools. Additional questions involved how
students can assist in developing cafeteria programs.



Members asked if DEEP could supply information on best practices for food scrap collection in schools.
Others asked if DEEP collects data from schools and suggested state implementation of voluntary food
scrap reporting for schools.

Other members asked about existing food scrap processing infrastructure and how to join the zero-waste
coalition. There were also questions regarding financial findings and hauling fees as well as suggestions
for possible funding options.

V. Adjournment

Many members were interested in continued discussion of the topic and implementation of food scrap
collection programs in schools and more broadly. The co-chairs indicated additional time would be spent
on the topic of food scrap diversion in future meetings.

Meeting adjourned at 2:35pm.
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