Connecticut Coalition for Sustainable Materials Management Meeting

Meeting Minutes - Textile Reuse and Recycling
October 17, 2023 1:00pm via ZOOM

Present: See Attachment A
Next meeting: TBD
Prepared by: Chelsey Hahn, DEEP

. Call to Order and Announcements
The meeting started at 1:02 PM.

Denise Raap, First Selectman Litchfield, cochair of the IRR WG, provided welcoming remarks.

Il. Committee Reports

Emma MacDonald, CT DEEP, gave a brief overview the CCSMM and the IRR working group.
Emma presented on the background of textile waste globally and discussed fast fashion.
Emma discussed the environmental impacts of textile overconsumption as well as where
the textile waste comes from. Emma also discussed options for reuse, repair and recycling
of textiles.

Luciana Granstrand, CT DEEP, discussed municipal options for encouraging residents to divert
clothing and other textiles in their town. Luciana covered the municipal data that DEEP
receives on textiles.

Ryan Burns, Legal Program Director, Connecticut Department of Consumer Protection, provided
an overview of the laws around textile collection bins and what must be included on the bins,
including CGS section 21a-430.

Rich Borer, President, Goodwill of Southern New England, discussed how goodwill tries to help
communities to extend the life of materials across the country through the resale of
donations and the company's efforts to support a circular economy. There were many
questions for Rich, these questions spanned such topics as percentage of donations that
end up sold, other ways in which the non-profit reduces waste.

Cori Cea-Curry, CT Recycling Development Coordinator, Bay State Textiles provided an overview
of Bay State Textiles in CT and where their donations end up and the benefits of their



programs to schools and municipalities and various marketplaces in the world interested in
textile resale and reuse.

Eric Stubin, CEO, Trans-Americas Trading Co., covered how Trans-Americas textile recycling
collects 5,000 tons annually, and “processes post-consumer textile waste” and how they
buy materials from municipalities and other outlets. Eric covered the national textile waste
figures as well as discussed post-consumer textile waste vs excess retail textile waste and
how municipalities should support collection programs to reduce the costs of waste
management. Eric’s company is in the recycling textile industry which is the next step down
in how to manage this waste stream after resale of still-usable items. Eric also shared on
EPR programs internationally.

Ill. Roundtable and Public Comments

Members of the public were asked to use the “chat” or “raise hand” feature to indicate if they
wanted to ask a question.

Following presentations, attendees shared comments and questions.

Attendees asked questions about data and how much tonnage of textiles are collected and
diverted. Attendees also asked about what kind of shoes and other “textile adjacent” items can
be bailed with clothing. There was a question from a recycling coordinator about how to discuss
the issues of exporting overconsumption.

Additional question topics included: If municipalities already have programs with organization
like Baystate, is there an additional incentive to partner with after-market processors like
Transamerica? Are there implications for the almost universal manufacturing process (and
demand for) spandex in so many fabrics? Whether there should be state-mandated collection
or recycling or EPR for textiles and what if anything is being done at the federal level?

Attendees were wondering if anyone collects blue-wrap from hospitals or used sailing textiles
and if you can donate textiles that have cat-urine on them. Additionally, towns were curious if
there were infographics available from DEEP about these topics? There were general concerns
on the disposal and safety of replacing firefighting textiles and if they have PFAS on them.

A comment that was shared suggested messaging to consumers could help reduce
overconsumption.

Another member of the public shared that the UK has many manufacturers making clothing and
textiles out of completely natural materials and these may be easier to recycle for reuse.



IV. Adjournment

Ben Florsheim closed the meeting.

Meeting ended at 2:59 PM.
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