Connecticut Coalition for Sustainable Materials Management Meeting

Meeting Minutes
September 19, 2023 1:00pm via ZOOM

Present: See Attachment A
Next meeting: TBD
Prepared by: Elizabeth Moore, DEEP

I. Call to Order and Announcements
The meeting started at 1:00PM.

Katie Dykes, Commissioner of the Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection
(DEEP) provided welcoming remarks, and noted Matt Knickerbocker, Wilton’s Town Administrator, will
be continuing as a co-chair for the Connecticut Coalition for Sustainable Materials Management
(CCSMM).

Il. Committee Reports

Commissioner Dykes briefly presented on the origins of the CCSMM, the work completed by the group,
and the current structure and opportunities for additional leadership in existing working groups.

Chris Nelson. Supervising Environmental Analyst, CT DEEP and Joe DeNicola, Senior Policy Analyst,
CT DEEP, presented on the Sustainable Materials Management Grant Program.

Kim O’Rourke, Recycling Coordinator, Middletown described experiences with Middletown’s
Sustainable Materials Management Pilot Program.

Dan Colleluori, Stamford’s Director of Recycling & Sanitation, presented on Stamford’s grant from the
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to process implement a food scrap collection pilot program and
process food scraps in machines placed around the city.

Jean Speck, Kent First Selectwoman, presented on the town of Kent’s Sustainable Materials Mangement
food scraps pilot program.

Nicholas Velseboer, Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) shared CEQ has developed a survey
asking municipalities about the use of funds received related to the sale of miniature alcohol bottles. CEQ
will be sending the survey to municipalities in the coming days.

Chris Nelson presented background information on statutory requirements for municipalities to register
haulers. Matt Hoey, Guilford First Selectman suggested registrations could be managed by the state and
not by individual towns. Selectman Hoey noted he is working with COST/ CCM to talk about central
hauler registration.

James Albis, Office Director, CT DEEP presented on the Bottle Bill Advisory Group.



Joe DeNicola shared a brief update on the Regional Waste Authority Grant Program.
I11. Roundtable
Following presentations, attendees shared comments and questions.

Attendees asked questions about the market rates and dollar assumptions made by DEEP in modeling
possible outcomes from the Sustainable Materials Management Grant Program.

Matt Hoey, Guilford First Selectman, stressed the importance of working with haulers to ensure the
Sustainable Materials Management grant programs work with hauler business models. The Selectman
shared some of the challenges of the Guilford and Madison programs.

Questions were asked about Middletown’s Sustainable Materials Management program. Christine O’Neil,
Naugatuck Valley Council of Governments, asked about enforcement efforts in Middletown. Denise
Raap, Litchfield First Selectman, asked if the orange bags used in Middletown are compostable.

Questions were asked about the logistics of Stamford’s EPA grant for Stamford’s food scrap machine
processors and collection program, including the pricing of the food scrap processing machines in
Stamford, the product made by the food waste processing machines, as well as whether the food scrap
machines de-bag and separate out contaminants.

Questions were asked about Kent’s food scrap collection program logistics, including where Kent bought
supplies for resident kits and whether the kits are free to residents. Jen Heaton-Jones, Executive Director
of the Housatonic Resources Recovery Authority (HRRA), explained where Kent and HRRA got the
materials for their grant programs, including the countertop bins and bags. Another attendee asked if there
were any issues with bears or other wildlife in the food scrap collection areas at the transfer station.

IV. Public Comments
Jean Speck shared her appreciation for the coalition and the Housatonic Resources Recovery Authority.

Julie Deschamps, Waste Free Greenwich, asked about the future of the Sustainable Materials
Management Grant Program.

V. Adjournment
Matt Knickerbocker closed the meeting.

Meeting ended at 3:10PM.
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