Connecticut Coalition for Sustainable Materials Management Meeting

Meeting Minutes
January 14, 2025 | 1:00pm via ZOOM

Present: See Attachment A
Next meeting: TBD
Prepared by: Luciana Granstrand, DEEP

. Call to Order and Announcements
The meeting started at 1:04PM.

Mike Looney, Senior Advisor to the Commissioner of the Connecticut Department of Energy and
Environmental Protection (DEEP), provided welcoming remarks, housekeeping, and an overview of the
agenda’s meeting.

Il. Committee Reports

Chris Nelson. Supervising Environmental Analyst, CT DEEP provided a brief presentation on the origins of
the CCSMM, the work completed by the group, its current structure, and the goals for establish a
CCSMM Steering Committee in 2025, along with opportunities for additional leadership.

Chelsey Hahn, Environmental Analyst, presented an overview of the Commercial Organics Recycling Law
(CGS Sec. 22a-226€e) and most recent updates.

Ben Florsheim, Middletown’s Mayor, shared the City’s experiences with the Sanitation District’s
Sustainable Materials Management Program and emphasized the importance of having municipal
officials support during the implementation of waste reduction and diversion initiatives.

Richard Coates, Chairman of Woodbury’s Ad-hoc Waste Advisory Committee, provided an overview of
Woodbury’s Transfer Station Sustainable Materials Management Program, along with remarks from the
permanent portion of their program.

Scott Atkin, Environmental Services Manager, Town of Manchester, presented on the Town’s Food Scrap
Drop-Off Pilot Program, which is located at the Municipal Transfer Station and at four satellite
metroSTOR collection units distributed throughout the City, which are designated for collecting food
scraps.

Katie Dykes, Commissioner of the DEEP, joined the meeting and praised municipal leaders on their
efforts to reduce and divert waste in the State. Additionally, Commissioner Dykes announced that a



second round of Sustainable Materials Management funding will be available in 2025 to support
municipalities in their innovative waste reduction and diversion initiatives.

Jennifer Heaton-Jones, Executive Director Housatonic Resources Recovery Authority (HRRA),
summarized the regional entity’s waste initiatives to enhance organics collection and composting
infrastructure in the region. Additionally, Ms. Heaton-Jones provided an update on Kent, Newtown, and
Bethel’s Sustainable Materials Management Pilot Programs.

Robyn Nichols, Principal Program Manager at Capitol Region Council of Governments (CRCOC), noted
that many communities in the region are implementing organics and food waste collection programs,
and that CRCOG is working to determine the most effective type of programs for each community.

Christine O’Neil, Environmental Planner, Naugatuck Valley Council of Governments (NVCOG), shared a
brief update on NVCOG's Regional Waste Authority (RWA) Grant and the ongoing study that has been
performed to identify current infrastructure and opportunities in the region.

Chris Nelson presented data regarding the fees on Miniature Alcohol Bottles and an overview on the
usage of the payments received by municipalities.

Mike Looney provided a brief update on the Materials Management Infrastructure (MMI) Grant
program, the second round of the Sustainable Materials Management Grant program, and the RWA
Grant program. Finally, Mr. Looney asked town officials and attendees to share with DEEP staff future
topics of interest to be covered at upcoming CCSMM meetings.

lll. Roundtable
Following presentations, attendees shared comments and questions.
Questions were asked about the mandatory report form outlined in the Organics Commercial Law.

Attendees expressed particular interest in Public Act 24-45, Section 6, which added schools to the
Commercial Organics Recycling Law (CGS Section 22a-226e). Participants sought clarification on whether
schools would be assessed individually or by their respective school districts. They also inquired about
the appropriate calculator for determining annual food scrap generation for schools, potential funding
opportunities, and whether the state would consider issuing a Request for Proposals (RFP) for food
waste containers. Additionally, there were questions about whether out-of-state food waste composting
facilities and anaerobic digesters would be included in the DEEP’s Geographic Information System (GIS)
map.

Questions were asked about Middletown and Woodbury’s Sustainable Materials Management program,
including its educational and outreach strategy, the type of properties covered, program compliance,
contamination rate, and results.

Questions were asked about outreach and logistics of Manchester’s Food Scrap Drop-Off Pilot program.

Topics of interest to be covered in future CCSMM meetings are as follows: hard-to-recycle materials,
construction and demolition materials, reuse centers, packaging Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR),


https://www.cga.ct.gov/2024/ACT/PA/PDF/2024PA-00045-R00HB-05437-PA.PDF

glass recycling, waste reduction education, Household Hazardous Waste collection for municipalities
versus of Household Hazardous Waste EPR, battery EPR, and solar panels.

IV. Public Comments

Brian Bartram, Transfer Station Manager, Salisbury/ Sharon Transfer Station, complimented the Center
for EcoTechnology (CET) for all the support provided regarding food waste diversion and reduction
initiatives. Mr. Bartram also shared successful results from their voluntary food scraps program.

John Philips, Public Works Director, West Hartford, shared his appreciation for CET’s help in
implementing food scraps diversion at West Hartford public schools.

Julie Deschamps, Waste Free Greenwich, asked if DEEP has plans to do another Waste Characterization
Study.

V. Adjournment
Mike Looney closed the meeting.

Meeting ended at 3:10PM.
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