Connecticut Coalition for Sustainable Materials Management Meeting

Meeting Minutes

November 16, 2020 CCSMM Coalition Mid-Point Meeting via ZOOM
Present: See Attachment A
Next meeting: December 16, 2020, 1:00pm
Prepared by: Elizabeth Moore, DEEP

I. Call to Order and Announcements

Co-chairs Katie Dykes, DEEP Commissioner, Laura Francis, First Selectman, Town of Durham and Matt
Knickerbocker, First Selectman, Town of Bethel provided welcoming remarks, introductions,
housekeeping rules and an overview of the CCSMM initiative process.

Commissioner Dykes also discussed the previous CCSMM Environmental Justice and Equity Meeting on
October 28, 2020 and clarified the waste hierarchy preferences between waste to energy and landfilling
options. Commissioner Dykes reiterated that the focus of this initiative is on scaling sustainable materials
management options and alternatives to disposal.

II. Committee Reports

The tri-chairs provided an overview of the previous coalition meetings and extended their thanks to
working group co-chairs, DEEP staff and participants.

DEEP staff and municipal working group representatives presented updates on past coalition meetings for
all four working groups.

A panel composed of the following representatives presented on the Food Scraps/ Organics Collection
and Diversion Working Group:

Robert Isner, Director, Waste Engineering and Enforcement Division, CT DEEP
Dave Aldrich, Executive Director, SCRRA
Katherine Bruns, Recycling Coordinator, West Hartford

A panel composed of the following representatives presented on the Increase Recycling Working Group:

Sherill Baldwin, Sustainable Materials Management, CT DEEP
Brain Bartram, Transfer Station Manager, Salisbury/ Sharon
Kim O’Rourke, Recycling Coordinator, Middletown

A panel composed of the following representatives presented on the Extended Producer Responsibility
Working Group:

Matt Knickerbocker, First Selectman, Bethel
Diana McCarthy-Bercury, Sustainability and Compliance Office, Branford



Kim O’Rourke, Recycing Coordinator, Middletown
Lori Vitagliano, South Central Connecticut Regional Water Authority

A panel composed of the following representatives presented on the Unit Based Pricing Working Group:

Gabrielle Frigon, Assistant Director, Waste Engineering and Enforcement Division, CT DEEP
Elinor Carbone, Mayor, Torrington
Carl Fortuna, First Selectman, Old Saybrook

Commissioner Dykes also addressed the need for technical assistance, outreach, and funding for
sustainable materials management programs and presented on Connecticut’s Solid Waste Current and
Alternative Funding Options.

III. Roundtable

Members discussed opportunities to provide municipal support for legislative options. COST, CCM and
other regional groups were suggested as potential partners to gather municipal support. The Break Free
from Plastic Pollution Act resolution in Mansfield was noted as a document which, if passed, will be
brought forth to state legislators to show municipal support for the national legislation. Other discussion
included the necessity of public education, implementation oversight and support for larger, urban
municipalities and municipalities with substantial renter populations. The market for recyclables and
contamination of recycling streams was also noted.

The tri-chairs discussed next steps, including upcoming working group meetings focused on legislative
and individual municipal options to be included in the full menu of options.

IV. Public Comment

Members of the public were asked to use the “chat” feature or the “raise hand” feature to indicate if they
wanted to make a comment.

Debra Darby, Manager, Tetra Tech, noted that organics co-collection methods work well with unit based
pricing programs. Lynne Bonnett questioned Connecticut's management of solid waste through the use of
Volume Reduction Plants and where the state stands on addressing current Volume Reduction Plant
practices and permitting.

V. Adjournment

Meeting adjourned at 3:13pm
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