
Connecticut Coalition for Sustainable Materials Management Meeting 

  
Meeting Minutes 
December 4, 2020 Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Working Group via ZOOM 

Present:  See Attachment A  

Next meeting:  Conclusion of EPR working group meetings, Full 
Coalition meeting, December 16, 2020, 1pm 

Prepared by:  Chelsey Hahn, DEEP 

 

I.   Call to Order and Announcements 

The meeting began at 10:00am 

Co-chairs Matt Knickerbocker First Selectman, Bethel, CT and Diana McCarthy-Bercury, Sustainability & 
Compliance Office, Branford, CT introduced the speakers thank the group for all their work over the past 
few months. 

II.    Committee Reports 

Kelsey Wentling, Connecticut River Conservancy, provided an overview of tire pollution and the CT River 
Conservancy efforts to document and clean up tire dump sites. They want to shift from river clean-up 
events to more “upstream” efforts and want to see producers and industry efforts to solve these 
problems. She discussed policies and full-watershed issues around waste and efforts to stop single use 
plastic, tires and Styrofoam which are the biggest categories of the waste found in the river. She also 
covered the excessive amounts of tires that have been pulled out of the river and tires being dumped; 
tire aging is proposed to see when the tires were sold. She also covered the environmental impacts of 
tires on the river and wildlife.  

Jennifer Heaton-Jones, HRRA presented on the dangers and difficulty of managing and processing fuel 
cylinders. She spoke on performance targets and goals for EPR for fuel cylinders; including outreach and 
education and disposal around these cylinders.  

III.    Roundtable 

There was opportunity for Q&A of the panelists. Working group members were concerned about the 
dangers of processing the fuel cylinders. A question addressed tire recycling and recapturing programs 
and if we know that they are being reused; if they are safe to reuse in other settings and how tires are 
used for fuel; finding markets for tires is very difficult.  

The discussion continued about eco-modulation and eco-fee's for tire EPR. Additional questions were 
asked around human health issues of tire pollution; long-term enforcement action by DEEP on 



stockpiling and illegal dumping of tires. Working group members are in support of EPR and how EPR 
programs can save municipalities money. The group also discussed fees and fines associated with re-
filling fuel cylinders and job creation from EPR. 

Other discussion included next steps and a reiterated request for members to attend the final two full-
coalition meetings on December 16th and January 5th (since this meeting occurred, the final meeting date 
of January 5th has been moved to January 11th). Matt Knickerbocker spoke about the Menu of Options 
that DEEP staff is putting together as a “recap” of all the information from the working groups. 

IV.   Public Comment 

Members of the public were asked to use the “chat” feature or the “raise hand” feature to indicate if 
they wanted to make a comment.  

A public comment was received about New York possibly proposing EPR for packaging. 

V.    Adjournment 

Meeting adjourned at 11:47am 
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