Connecticut Coalition for Sustainable Materials Management Meeting

Meeting Minutes
November 5, 2020 Extended Producer Responsibility (EPR) Working Group via ZOOM

Present: See Attachment A
Next meeting: November 20, 2020, 10am
Prepared by: Chelsey Hahn, DEEP

I. Call to Order and Announcements
The meeting began at 1:00pm

Co-chairs Matt Knickerbocker First Selectman, Bethel, CT and Diana McCarthy-Bercury, Sustainability &
Compliance Office, Branford, CT provided welcoming remarks, introduced the speakers and highlighted
the request for comments and solutions.

Il. Committee Reports
The working group members heard the following presentations:

Alison Keane, Flexible Packaging Association (FPA) presented on the association, the packaging types
they cover and single use plastic. Additional topics included FPA Packaging EPR policy and circular
economy and end markets and banning certain packaging, marine debris and recycling.

Dan Felton, Ameripen — spoke about Ameripen and end of life for packaging, circular economy and
packaging recovery and recycling financing in the U.S. His presentation also covered recycled content
and contamination in recycling and a deep dive on funding needs from the industry perspective.

Dylan de Thomas, The Recycling Partnership (TRP) — Transforming Recycling for Good presented on the
Recycling Partnership. He covered the grants they provide, their free online tools, the conferences they
host and the trainings they provide across the country. He covered the circular economy accelerator, a
policy program of the Recycling Partnership and brand commitments about recycling; he provided an
overview of the report compiled by TRP “Accelerating Recycling: Policy to Unlock Supply for the Circular
Economy”

Ill. Roundtable

There was opportunity for Q&A of the panelists. Working group members were interested in other
existing packaging EPR programs, and which are most robust, which program elements are most
important; further details on fee schedules; existing programs focusing on packaging size. Additionally,
members were interested in which packaging types are most common and should be focused on.



There was discussion on EPR models and eco-modulation fees that factor in potential ocean pollution;
legislation to develop “fairer” systems for the pollution problem. Pay-as-You-Throw programs and their
relationship to EPR programs also was addressed. Members brought up the Break Free from Plastic
Pollution act and mandated recycled content and if/ how these efforts fit in with EPR.

From the industry perspective, the costs and income from the EPR programs should be something they
can control if they are the responsible party. The industry is interested in keeping and changing some of
the aspects of proposed EPR legislation. Policy and consumer education and ecommerce packaging are
all new and important aspects of developing these programs. A question about partnerships and the
various organizations and alignment with EPR legislation spurred additional dialog confirming that the
sectors are working together to have cohesive EPR legislation and not a large variety of different
programs for each type of packaging.

Other discussion included next steps, including upcoming meeting dates and a reiterated request for
members to submit and review the request for comments, the results of the pre-coalition survey were
discussed, with questions about most problematic sectors such as tires and sharps as well as a
discussion around the proposed legislation on EPR in CT.

IV. Public Comment

Members of the public were asked to use the “chat” feature or the “raise hand” feature to indicate if
they wanted to make a comment.

Public comments included the need for recycled content markets to drive recycling, non-black plant
nursery pots and their recyclability, mattress recycling and mandated recycled content to drive demand
for collection.

V. Adjournment

Meeting adjourned at 2:55
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