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TRAINING DISCLAIMER

The following presentation was delivered by the Remediation Division of the Connecticut
Department of Energy and Environmental Protection on June 10, 2026. This presentation
is intended to be an overview of the Release Based Cleanup Regulations (RBCRs)
Sections 22a-134tt-1 through 22a-134tt-13 inclusive, and 22a-134tt-App1 through 22a-
134tt-App12, which became effective on March 1, 2026. This presentation is designed to
answer general questions and provide basic information. You should refer to the
appropriate statute or regulation for specific language. It is your responsibility to
comply with all applicable laws and regulations. The information contained in this
presentation is intended only to acquaint you with the RBCRs and does not constitute
the Department's interpretation of the applicable laws and regulations.
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SCENARIO 1
Groundwater concentration of copper was detected at 0.13 mg/l on 2/14/23 and was 
reported to DEEP as a Significant Environmental Hazard (SEH) for groundwater 
discharging to surface water with the potential for short-term risk to aquatic life. 

Under the SEH requirements, the criteria is 10 times the listed acute aquatic life 
criteria (WQS), which is 0.048 mg/l. 

No new groundwater samples have been generated since the original sample date, 
due to monitoring wells being destroyed during ongoing remediation (just recently 
completed). 

Under the new RBCRs, the criteria is 10 times the SWPC, which is 0.48 mg/l. 

Understanding that this site is out of compliance with the SEH law, will it be subject 
to the RBCRs?
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SCENARIO 1 - EVALUATION

The new SER trigger under the RBCRs for groundwater contaminated with 
copper threatening a surface water body is 0.48 mg/L within 250 feet of the 
surface water body. Those existing, unresolved SEHs reported for conditions that 
are not exempt from discovery under the RBCRs will become subject to the 
RBCRs. 

If/when this SEH becomes subject to the RBCRs, it would use the new 
benchmark of 0.48 mg/L to determine if a SER exists. 

If concentrations have not increased, no SER condition would exist but there 
would still be groundwater contaminated with copper >SWPC that would trigger 
discovery under the RBCRs and would still need to proceed through the 
requirements of the RBCRs to demonstrate compliance with the cleanup 
standards.
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SCENARIO 1 – GENERAL SEH/SER REMARKS

The change from the SEH condition of contamination discharging to a surface 

water body to the SER for groundwater within 250 feet of a surface water 

body was deliberate and intended to prevent the discharge of pollution to 

surface water

The goal of the SEH statute was to mitigate the short-term risks from hazard 

conditions.  

The goal of the SER under the RBCRs is to address the short-term risks 

through immediate actions as one part of the release being cleaned up to 

criteria.
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SCENARIO 1 – EVALUATION

Since the site has undergone remediation, submitting post-remedial 

groundwater analytical results with an SEH Status Update Form: 

Groundwater 

 Please contact DEEP to discuss compliance options.
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https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/deep/site_clean_up/hazard_notification/hazupdateformdwgwdocx.docx?rev=5c27927f92ef4e74a20b6da09769e06d&hash=73F3456A413908209FD3337B0B1D3C5D
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/deep/site_clean_up/hazard_notification/hazupdateformdwgwdocx.docx?rev=5c27927f92ef4e74a20b6da09769e06d&hash=73F3456A413908209FD3337B0B1D3C5D


SCENARIO 2  PTP & HISTORICALLY IMPACTED MATERIAL
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Site-specific question related to a Property Transfer Program (PTP) site and whether the permit by 
rule for historically impacted material could be implemented rather than pursue an EUR.  Pertinent 
details include:

• the site is in the PTP and site characterization/Completion of Investigation (COI) occurred prior to 
March 1, 2026;

• the site was formerly occupied by a town/municipal incinerator;
• the southern portion of the site was previously lower in elevation when the town incinerator was in 

operation and, according the property owner, was filled in prior to construction of the current 
building;

• it is presumed that physical remediation of the arsenic in soil would not eliminate the source and 
similarly, remediation of arsenic in groundwater is technically impracticable because the up-
gradient source still remains;

• depth to groundwater is shallow, approximately 3 fbg to 7.5 fbg;
• PCBs exceed the Res-DEC but not the I/C-DEC. SPLP PCBs were below the GB-PMC;
• PAHs are mostly isolated along the western portion of site where incinerator unit was present;
• PAHs are present beneath the building and would be considered environmentally isolated and 

inaccessible via an EUR.
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SCENARIO 2 – GENERAL DISCUSSION
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The definition of Historically Impacted Material is polluted material 
that is managed under the permit by rule, so the permit by rule would 
only apply to "soil that has been historically intermixed with coal ash, 
wood ash, coal fragments, coal slag, coal clinkers, asphalt paving 
fragments, or any combination thereof".  It is unclear from the 
information provided if the material meets that requirement.

Additionally, the PCBs would not be covered (even if part of the 
polluted material) and would otherwise need to comply with all state 
and federal requirements.  This would probably require an EUR unless 
remediated down to 1 ppm.

However, if both concerns above are addressed, the permit by rule for 
historically impacted material [RCSA 22a-134tt-9(j)] could apply. 

Note that the historically impacted material permit by rule does not 
cover groundwater, so compliance with groundwater will need to 
demonstrated separately…
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SCENARIO 3 – CREATE A CASE AND REPORT A 
SIGNIFICANT EXISTING RELEASE (SER) THAT NEEDS 
IMMEDIATE ACTION 

How do I indicate that 

a release is an SER and 

how do I document 

immediate actions?

•Instructions are in the 

REACT User Guide for 

entering a new release.
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https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/deep/site_clean_up/guidance/react-user-guide.pdf?rev=6fe506e8435c48cdab02eb442873d220&hash=B8E78F15E7E4E7C306CAA37BE7704B35


Intake of a New Case – Select Program Type

10



Select a primary parcel 
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Fill Out the Form:
Navigate through the flow

 Left Pane 
tracks 
progress 
through 
the flow 
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Chemicals Object – Select medium 
impacted, chemical(s), units
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• Left Pane:

• Interactive sectioning 

tracks progress;

•Fill out Sections in any 

order

• Information hover over

• Conditional fields: only see 

the applicable fields

• Upload Files during the 

intake of a new case (or 

later).

• Save and Exit 
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New Immediate 
Action

Enter Condition type 
specific Information

Submit Immediate 
Action(s)

Log in to REACT 

Go to
Case Record Page

DCN-xxx

Click “New Immediate 
Action”

Select Immediate Action 
Condition Type

IA Plan and Report deadlines 
automatically calculated 156/10/2026



Immediate Actions OS Flow
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SCENARIO 4
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TRANSFER ACT WHITE KNIGHT  

Seller is Certifying Party (CP) to an older Form III 
filing.  Seller has done nothing in years.  Now that 
a property owner can sign submittals for the 
Transfer Act without needing the CP — if the 
property owner steps in to complete the CP work 
and close out the open Transfer Act filing on the 
property- is it under the Transfer Act? A 
voluntary RBC?

Yes, under the Transfer Act.
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SCENARIO 4 – EVALUATION/NUANCE

•The buyer, as the new property owner, can complete the 

investigation and remediation, sign the verification (and COIs, and 

RAPs, if needed) and fulfill the clean up requirements under the 

Transfer Act.

•This does not shield the Certifying Party from liability.

•Could take bridge into RB cleanup process, but most will stay in 

PTP to completion

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection  206/10/2026



SCENARIO 5:  SECONDARY CONTAINMENT
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A Phase 1 environmental site assessment identifies oily staining on a concrete secondary containment structure 
for an aboveground storage tank that formerly stored used motor oil.  The tank was removed years ago.  The 
secondary containment structure is in good shape (epoxy/other coating intact, no cracks or gaps) and the 
property's housekeeping is generally good.  Is it necessary to sample the soil under the structure to determine 
whether a release to soil or groundwater has occurred?

• No in most cases.  The secondary containment did its job and was constructed for this purpose, to contain 
releases. While the release is to land, a release to secondary containment still is different than a release 
directly to soil, because it is possible the release did not contact soil.

•Whether an investigation occurs to see whether the release to the secondary containment structure has 
contacted soil is a different question and the answer to that varies according to the specifics of the case and the 
risk tolerance of the parties. If the concrete was failing or saturated or housekeeping practices indicated that 
the staining is indicative of likely commonplace releases or poor maintenance of the secondary containment 
structure then it may be reasonable to investigate, though the trigger to investigate would come from the risk 
tolerance of the parties, not from the regulations.

For Emergent Reportable Releases,  RCSA 22a-134tt-2(e)(2)(B) states: releases reportable per the 
Release Reporting Regulations adopted pursuant to CGS 22a-450 shall be deemed not to be releases to the land 
and waters of the state, and shall not be subject to the requirements of the RRCRs, if:…(B) "The release occurs 
to a secondary containment system entirely within the interior of a structure or to a secondary containment 
system outside the interior of a structure that does not contact soil, such as an aboveground storage tank; or"…
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SCENARIO 5  – EVALUATION/NUANCE
•However, a buyer, as the prospective new property owner, could insist that either the seller or 

the buyer sample the soil under the structure to assess whether the containment worked or 

whether the used oil eventually moved through the concrete to the ground.  They may want this 

information to assist with negotiations in purchase price.  This is a third party relationship 

matter, not a requirement of the RBCR.  

•Consider net environmental risk and benefit: Boring through the structure for the purpose of 

determining whether a release to the land and waters of the state may cause a mechanism of 

contaminant transfer.

• If the concrete structure is removed, either to access the soil underneath for sampling purposes or 

because it is no longer needed, the stained concrete needs to be managed as Construction and 

Demolition solid waste (assuming no other COCs were mixed with the used motor oil).  It does not 

meet the definition of clean fill if it is stained (unless it is sampled to prove that the concrete is 

virtually inert and does not pose a threat to groundwater).
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I am an LEP and I want to submit a 
Release Remedation Closure Report 
into REACT but which one do I pick?

REACT SCENARIO(S) FOR RBCR CASES

First step is to navigate to the primary 
case you want to close out.  This 
example is a Voluntary Parcel Wide 
Case.

On the case record page select New 
Submittal
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Select Category: Closure Select Submittal Type:

SINCE THIS IS A VOLUNTARY PARCEL WIDE CASE I CAN CHOOSE TO 
CLOSE OUT A SPECIFIC RELEASE OR SITEWIDE
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WHAT TYPE OF CLOSURE?
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Select any ADDITIONAL cases this report should close out.
Then you can continue to follow the screen flow to upload your 
report...
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REACT SCENARIO: I SUBMITTED A VERIFICATION ON A 
CASE AND IT WAS REJECTED. HOW DO I RESUBMIT A 
NEW VERIFICATION?
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No matter the document 
type if a submital is out 
right rejected by the 
Department. You must go 
back to the Case Record 
Page and submit a New 
Submittal for that case. 



Upcoming Trainings
Questions



UPCOMING 
TRAININGS
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Next Up…

Reminder: Registration for 
upcoming Training Available on 

DEEP's webpage:

REACT and Release-Based 
Cleanup Regulation Training

Training slides, recordings, and Q&A from training 
sessions will remain posted for your independent review.
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https://portal.ct.gov/deep/remediation--site-clean-up/comprehensive-evaluation-and-transformation/react-and-release-based-cleanup-regulation-training
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QUESTIONS?
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Questions on RBCRs and REACT portal may be submitted 
using this 

Question submittal tool or send an email to

DEEP.ERR@ct.gov

DEEP.LeakingUST@ct.gov

DEEP.PCBProgram@ct.gov

DEEP.PEPEnforcement@ct.gov

DEEP.RemediationDivision@ct.gov

DEEP.REACT@ct.gov

Responses to submitted questions will be provided in: 

updates to Frequently Asked Questions documents, 

Q&A annexes to training courses, or 

individually if appropriate.
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https://forms.cloud.microsoft/g/jwcf2pa9dtshould
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Thank you!
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