SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS MANAGEMENT ROUND 2 (SMMR2) GRANT PROGRAM

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS - 6/6/25

Q. What is the duration of the grant period? Do grant funds need to be expended within a
certain timeframe?

A. While there is no definitive cut-off date for expenditure of SMMR2 grant funds, DEEP does not
envision this grant program as being a long-term program. Therefore, grant applications that
present a more aggressive project schedule and deployment of funds will likely be scored more
favorably.

Q. I see in the FAQ from 5/9 that 'Direct administrative costs such as staffing are not eligible
for funding' under this program. Would COG staff time to conduct research and produce part
of a regional roadmap report be an eligible expense? The other portion of the report that COG
staff do not do in-house would theoretically be contracted out. This is in relation to the text in
the RFA that says 'Awards may also be used to fund technical assistance to regional waste
authorities, COGs, and individual municipalities to produce targeted assessments and road
maps for action in the development of waste reduction/diversion programs on a regional
scale.

A. COG staff time for completing such research and drafting documents would not be an eligible
expense under the SMMR2 grant program. However, completion of such studies and technical
assistance in developing regional “roadmap” reports by outside vendors would be an eligible
expense.

Q. Does CT DEEP have any existing partnerships or projects with the Regional Education
Service Centers in relation to this grant/work program area that applicants should be aware of,
in order to reduce duplicative efforts that the State may already be undertaking?

A. To the best of our knowledge, DEEP does not have any partnerships with RESCs that would be
related to this grant program.

Q. We are looking to write a vendor into our grant application as a subawardee, rather than
going through a procurement process after the award is received. This complies with our
agency financial policy. Does CT DEEP have any requirements surrounding this?

A. DEEP is not able to accept an application that has a particular vendor designated as a
subawardee. Regardless of whether an eligible applicant’s particular financial and procurement
policies allow for sole sourcing, DEEP grant monies should always be utilized through a competitive
procurement process.

Q. Would other state funds count as match (i.e. in-kind time funded by the Regional Services
Grant)?

A. DEEP generally doesn’t accept match funds through another state grant, so the in-kind time
funded by the Regional Services Grant could not be applied to the SMMR2 grant application.



Q: Can you answer this question: Our municipality is already under water in terms of
composting costs for the last 3 years, we have been doing a transfer station food scrap
diversion project. In our budget plan for the grant, can we ask for reimbursement for those
costs along with the costs if we decide to do an expansion of drop-off sites?

A. DEEP cannot fund reimbursement for expenses that were incurred prior to the execution of a
grant assistance agreement, so those prior costs would not be eligible. However, the costs
associated with an expansion of the drop-off sites would most likely be an eligible grant expense.

Q. Due to the fact that the 2022 Partnership for Strong communities does not give the same
metrics for housing units, we are only going to do the calculation for 2023-2024. Is that
acceptable? We are asking our Town Planner if he has some of that data. Do you need us to
submit the Sustainable CT worksheet to see the numbers?

A. Supplying the 2023-24 figures would be acceptable. If you have a filled out copy of the
SustainableCT worksheet, it would be helpful to submit as part of the SMMR2 application package.

Q. What is the time frame for yearly costs going forward? We will still have composting costs
for the transfer station program going forward. Can we project out transfer station costs plus
the expansion costs for 3 years going forward plus the startup costs for the expansion?

A. While there is no definitive cut-off date for expenditure of SMMR2 grant funds, DEEP does not
envision this grant program as being a long-term program. Therefore, grant applications that
present a more aggressive project schedule and deployment of funds will likely be scored more
favorably. Projecting out transfer station costs plus the expansion costs for 3 years going forward
plus the startup costs for the expansion would be an appropriate methodology for quantifying
expenses that you would want to have paid for by the SMMR2 grant if awarded.



