SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS MANAGEMENT
ROUND 2 (SMMR2) GRANT PROGRAM

INFORMATION SESSION
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WHY SMM ROUND 2?

* CT disposes 2.2 million tons per year of municipal solid waste (MSW), and exports over
930,000 tons per year out of state (primarily to landfills).

* Over the course of the last three years, the SMM Grant Program has funded waste
diversion pilots in 15 municipalities, emphasizing Unit-Based Pricing (UBP) as a waste
reduction strategy and source-separated food scraps collection to divert these materials
from the MSW waste stream.

- Based upon lessons learned from original SMM program, including decisions and
processes by some municipalities to move forward from pilot status to permanent status,
and building upon the ongoing Materials Management Infrastructure grant program
projects, DEEP is pursuing a shift toward supporting permanent waste reduction and
diversion initiatives.
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PURPOSE AND GOALS OF THE SMMR2 GRANT PROGRAM

‘DEEP is seeking to fund solid waste management programs and initiatives
that continue the drive to reduce/divert waste from multiple waste streams
as a mechanism for increasing state self-sufficiency in waste disposal.

*Advance projects that will assist municipalities and regions in reducing
MSW volumes through organics diversion and the provision of the financial
incentives of Unit-Based Pricing.

*Support other innovative programs, initiatives, and organizational capacity-
building that increase recycling rates, serve constituencies not traditionally
served, target opportunities for diversion of materials beyond single-stream,
and advance the abilities of municipalities to manage waste at the regional

level.
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CRITICAL SMMR2 GRANT INFORMATION
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Assistance
NEW: Sustainable Materials Management Round 2 (SMMR2) Grant Program
REQUEST FOR APPLICATIONS = - Applications Due Friday, June 27, 2025

The Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) is pleased to announce
the availability of grant funding and technical assistance for Connecticut municipalities and regions
through a Round 2 (SMMR2) Grant Program, Public Act No
24-151§ 2(d)

INFORMATIONAL WEBINAR: DEEP will host an informational webinar on this grant program on
Monday, April 28, 2025 at 2:00pm to receive feedback and answer questions. To attend the webinar:
REGISTER HERE

DEEP is issuing the RFA for this current round of grant funding with the objective of providing eligible
applicants with the opportunity to receive funding for waste reduction and/or diversion initiatives spanning

and technical e areas. DEEP invites proposals seeking grant funds to
help municipalities, regional waste authorities (RWAs), regional councils of governments (COGs), and similar
entities in developing and implementing a wide variety of waste diversion and/or reduction programs and
initiatives.

Questions on the RFA may be submitted to DEEP.MMCAPIlanning@ct.gov at any time. Questions must be
~an - . -
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«S7.5 million in grant funds available
*Deadline for RFA questions: Jun. 13th

*Deadline for application submissions:
Friday, June 27t

* Applications to be submitted via email
to DEEP.MMCAPlanning@ct.gov

*Grant fund awards to be announced
Summer 2025

*No set minimum or maximum grant
amount
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GENERAL APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS

TRASH

YELLOW
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Project description and clear responses to all
elements of the RFA

|dentification of lead entity who will be
responsible for grant execution and compliance

Estimated gross and per capita tonnage that will
be reduced or diverted from the waste stream

Funding level requested, along with identification
of any other funding sources being utilized, and
detailed budget

Project development timeline/schedule

Additional supporting documentation, such as
letters of support from stakeholders or letters of
commitment from project development/funding
partners
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ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS AND PROJECT CATEGORIES

Applicants

* One or more municipalities

« Councils of government (COGs)

- Regional waste authorities (RWASs)
« Resource recovery agencies (RRASs)

« Other appropriate regional entities

Project Categories

* Organics Diversion/Unit-Based Pricing
+ Waste Management Programs and Initiatives

* Organizational Start-Up Costs
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Where to Buy City of Middletown
Sanitation District Bags :

Price Chopper Smith and Bishel ﬁ
855 Washington Ave 155 Main St K
Hours: 6am-12am Hours: M-F 8:30am-3:00pm T
at the guest services desk
Walgreens

Middletown City Hall
245 DeKoven Drive
Hours: M-F 8am-4:30pm

311 E. Main St & 633 Washington St
Hours: 8am-10pm

Corner Stop, 221 Newfield St
&
Stop & Go, 294 So. Main St

Reboot Eco

131 River Rd
Hours: W-F 11am-5pm
Weekends: 11lam-4pm
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ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS AND PROJECT CATEGORIES,
CONT'D

Category 1: Grant Awards for Organics

Diversion/Unit-Based Pricing

Supporting Connecticut municipalities in
developing and implementing source-
separated organics programs

Proposals which include a mandatory Unit-
Based Pricing (UBP) structure will be
prioritized

Also seeking to provide funding to support a
variety of other food waste/food scraps
diversion and/or food recovery efforts
through existing and/or new permanent
programs and initiatives

Applications for programs that incorporate a
UBP component may receive up to an
additional 15 points in their application score
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Category 2: Grant Awards for Innovative Waste

Management Programs and Initiatives and

Organizational Start-Up Costs

Supporting the development of innovative waste
management programs and initiatives designed to
more efficiently and effectively handle the state’s
multiple waste streams.

Emphasis should be focused on waste reduction and
diversion opportunities beyond those required by state
law, and for redirecting components of the MSW and
C&D waste streams from traditional disposal to
alternative reuse and recycling.

Also seeking to fund the formation or expansion of
reglonal waste authorities that contribute to reducing
MSW §_enerat|on, increasing diversion and _
collection/processing of recyclables and organic
materials, providing efficient and streamlined services
and administrative capacity for their member
municipalities.

Applications for programs, initiatives and projects

that incorporate a regionq[ component may receive up
to an additional 10 points in their application score.
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ELIGIBLE APPLICANTS AND PROJECT CATEGORIES,
CONT'D

IMPORTANT NOTE REGARDING CATEGORY 1 APPLICATIONS

« DEEP recognizes the inherent differences in potential project impacts and project scale based
upon the varying sizes and characteristics of Connecticut’s 169 municipalities

« For Category 1 grant applications, each application will be scored and ranked in comparison to
other applications in their same population size cohort, using the following scale:

 Large - 60,000+ residents
* Medium - 20,000 to 59,999 residents
 Small - Fewer than 20,000 residents

- Additionally, the metric of MSW tonnage per capita in terms of measuring waste reduction and
diversion impacts will play a more central role in the evaluation of SMMR2 grant applications

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 5/12/2025



EVALUATION & AWARDS




PREFERENCES IN PROJECTS

* Projects that involve multiple municipalities
and/or are regional in design and proposed
implementation

* Projects that are focused on diverting waste
from simple disposal to environmentally and
economically beneficial reuse

* Projects that would maximize tonnage diverted
or recycled per grant dollar expended

* Projects that focus on food scrap separation and
diversion

* Projects that include a Unit-Based Pricing (UBP)
component

* Projects that advance environmental justice
goals and/or ameliorate past issues
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QUALITATIVE EVALUATION CRITERIA

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection

Eligibility
Thoroughness of proposal
Community & stakeholder support

Determination of potential impacts based upon
size categories

Financial and operational feasibility, including
leveraging of grant fund dollars for maximum
benefit

Consistency with established State solid waste
management policies

Implementation schedule and EJ considerations
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CRITERIA WEIGHTING

e Evaluat|0n C”ter'a d|V|ded |nt0 three RevieW Criteria Weighted Percentage
tranches Criterial — 3 30%
. Criteria4 -8 60%
- Each tranche based off of 100 points Criteria 9-10 10%
. . 0)
 Points earned in each tranche then TOTAL 100%

multiplied by the associated weighted percentage to generate raw scores

« Raw scores then summed to generate final application score

 Greatest emphasis placed on Criteria 4 through 8

« 4. Consistency with the CCSMM Menu of Options, the CMMS, and/or the State’s established integrated

hierarchy of waste management methodologies
« 5. Level of indicated support from key stakeholders

- 6. Estimated number of residents served by the proposed project as categorized by the applicant’s overall
population, and whether the proposal is a component of regional approaches to waste management;

« 7. Financial feasibility and long-term sustainability of the proposal components

+ 8. Overall potential impact of the proposal on the establishment of infrastructure, waste reduction and/or
diversion, based upon both gross MSW tonnage reduced/diverted and the estimated percentage change in
the annual MSW tonnage per capita realized through the completion of the proposed project;
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MINIMUM SCORING THRESHOLD FOR CONSIDERATION
AND DETERMINATION OF AWARDS

- Total weighted score based on 100 points
 Applications must achieve a minimum score of

70 points to be considered for funding 7
 Applications which are determined to consist of
Ineligible components or are submitted by

ineligible applicants will not be scored v
* Funding awards for successful applications will

be based upon size of financial request,

availlability of grant funds, and department

evaluation and assessment of application
components
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NEXT STEPS




NEXT STEPS

- SMMR2 Grant Program updates will be posted to the DEEP website on the
SMMRZ2 Grant Program page and the Municipal and Regional Grants and
Technical Assistance page

 Posting of consolidated responses to submitted questions on rolling basis
« Questions due by Friday, June 13t
- Final consolidated responses posted Friday, June 20t

» Program updates posted on website and sent out via email on as-needed
basis

-+ Acceptance and evaluation of applications no earlier than May 8™ and no later
than June 27%
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https://portal.ct.gov/deep/business-and-financial-assistance/grants-financial-assistance/materials-management-infrastructure-grant-program
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