Connecticut Bottle Bill Advisory Group Meeting

Meeting Minutes
July 24, 2023 1:00pm via ZOOM

Present: See Attachment A
Next meeting: Monday, August 21 at 1:00pm via ZOOM
Prepared by: Elizabeth Moore, DEEP

I. Call to Order and Announcements
The meeting started at 1:00PM.

Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) Commissioner Katie Dykes
provided welcoming remarks.

Il. Committee Reports

James Albis, Director of the Office of Policy and Planning, Bureau of Materials Management and
Compliance Assurance, DEEP described logistics and the purpose of the advisory group in meeting
regularly to receive updates and provide input on DEEP’s implementation of its responsibilities under
Public Act 21-58.

Mike Noel, Director of Public Affairs, TOMRA presented on a recent cyber-attack that has directly
impacted some of the data systems at TOMRA. He shared steps TOMRA is taking to mitigate any
disruption to the system and noted that payments to retailers and redemption centers may be affected until
all systems are back online. Noel shared contact information and noted that general updates on the
progress made following the cyber-attack are posted regularly on TOMRA.com.

Chris Nelson, Supervising Environmental Analyst, DEEP and Laura Pointek, Environmental Analyst,
DEEP presented a history and overview of the current state of the Connecticut Bottle Bill as modified by
Public Act 21-58.

I1l. Roundtable and Public Comment

James Albis asked for feedback from attendees and worked with other DEEP staff to answer verbal
guestions and those written in the ZOOM chat box.

Attendees asked questions about TOMRA’s payment system for redemption centers and the safety and
security of consumer data following the recent cyber-attack.

Other questions focused on miniature liquor bottle fees and noted some exemplary municipalities using
the funding from the five-cent surcharge on miniatures for various environmental efforts. Representative
Joseph Gresko noted the Connecticut Council on Environmental Quality is reviewing how municipalities
spend the funding.



Participants asked about DEEP’s enforcement efforts and how much information DEEP receives related
to the deposit system. Others asked about DEEP’s ability to track what containers are being recycled
outside of the deposit system.

Many participants discussed the need for greater public education and communication campaigns related
to the Bottle Bill, particularly regarding the beverages covered by the law and the upcoming change in
deposit. Education-related questions centered on efforts the department will take to implement a more
robust and creative public education campaign. Some participants offered suggestions like seeking
assistance from industry, redemption centers, and legislators.

DEEP encouraged feedback on the advisory group and asked for any suggestions for future meeting
topics. One participant suggested a discussion regarding a container database.

IV. Adjournment

James Albis closed the meeting and noted that any thoughts related to the topics discussed and any future
meeting topics may be sent to James Albis at james.albis@ct.gov, Chris Nelson at chris.nelson@ct.qgov,
or the DEEP.MMCAPIanning@ct.gov email address.

The next meeting will be held on Monday, August 21 at 1:00pm. The planned topic is preparing for the
deposit increase to 10 cents.
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