
FLUOROTELOMERS 
ARE USED IN:

FLUOROTELOMERS: 
IMPORTANT PFAS PRODUCTS
Per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) are 
a broad range of chemicals with differing 
characteristics, formulations and intended 
uses. One type of PFAS are fluorotelomers.
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 FLUOROTELOMERS:
ESSENTIAL TECHNOLOGY, RIGOROUSLY TESTED
RESEARCH ANALYSIS CONFIRMS SAFETY PROFILE

SAFETY
Fluorotelomers can break down into smaller 
substances over time. These smaller substances are 
used to assess the safety of fluorotelomers. One of the 
primary breakdown products of today’s fluorotelomers

is perfluorohexanoic acid (PFHxA), which has been 
extensively studied. Peer-reviewed, scientific studies show 
that human exposure to PFHxA is low — a key factor in 
determining a chemical’s risk. 
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THIS RESEARCH AND TESTING CAN HELP:
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WHAT IT MEANS
This extensive regulatory testing and scientific 
research provides important evidence on the safety of 
products made using fluorotelomers. Understanding 
the safety profile of PFHxA can help address concerns 
about risks to human health or the environment. The 
scientific research can help regulators avoid blanket 
treatment of the diverse range of PFAS chemicals.

RIGOROUS REGULATION 
AND TESTING
Today’s fluorotelomers have undergone 
rigorous testing for potential effects on both 
human health and the environment, including 
regulatory reviews by the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) and, in the case 
of food packaging applications, the Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA). In addition, 
regulatory bodies in Europe, Canada and 
Asia have determined today’s fluorotelomers 
meet relevant standards for the protection of 
human health and the environment.
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