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Agenda

• Welcome & Introductions
• Recap of August Meeting
• Presentations
• Discussion of Remaining Topics
• Discussion of Potential Actions
• Next Steps
• Public Comment
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Welcome & Introductions

Mission:
Minimize future releases of PFAS 

to the environment.
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Dot Poll Results - August 15, 2019
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Education, outreach, and 
communication [14 votes]1

PFAS in domestic and 
industrial wastewaters [10 
votes]

2

Best management practices for 
handling and disposal of 
deployed AFFF and associated 
impacted media [9 votes]

3

4 Permitting of PFAS-containing 
wastewaters [6 votes]
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Dot Poll Results - August 15, 2019
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Irrigation of agricultural land 
using surface waters potentially 
impacted by PFAS [4 votes]6

Alternatives to AFFF [4 votes]

AFFF take-back program [3 votes]7

8 Alternatives to PFAS [1 vote]

Determine universe of potential 
PFAS sources (including but not 
limited to consumer products such 
as microwave popcorn bags, paper 
products, etc.) [5 votes]

5
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Topics that were most important to you

AFFF
Education/Outreach/ 

Communication
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Topics that need further discussion

Consumer products
Biosolids

PFAS discharges 
Steps that Agencies can take to 

reduce PFAS pollution
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Information Shared with the P2 Committee

• DESPP – Guidance on AFFF use, results of AFFF 
inventory, fluorine-free foam (F3) evaluation 

• Update

• CAA – New rescue vehicle training practices, 
initiatives on AFFF storage/containment and 
fluorine-free foam

• Military – DoD PFAS Task Force
• American Chemistry Council – PFAS content of 

consumer products
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Presentations 
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How To Avoid PFAS in 
Your Food Service Ware

Sherill Baldwin
Wednesday, September 11, 2019



https://www.compostingcouncil.org/page/pfas

https://www.compostingcouncil.org/page/pfas


“Under the bill, each school district is 
required to develop a plan for 
discontinuing the use of expanded 
polystyrene trays. Each plan must require 
the district to discontinue the use of 
expanded polystyrene trays by July 1, 2021. 

The state Senate's passage of this 
legislation comes as cities across the nation 
are banning this harmful material. Currently, 
12 cities have expanded polystyrene bans. 
On May 1, Maine became the first state to 
ban food containers made of this non-
biodegradable material.

Before passing the state Senate, SB 229 
made it out of the Environment Committee 
by a 20-8 vote on March 18. The bill now 
awaits action by the state House of 
Representatives and if passed by the 
House, it will head to Governor Ned 
Lamont.”

The bill did not 
pass the House.





Kids Try 100 Years of school 
Lunches

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C0dZajIWCUs 



Green LEAF Schools: 
Health & Environment in Schools

-What lunch is served on, is 
not part of any health, 
safety or environmental 
regulations in CT or US?
-CT’s Smarter Lunchrooms 
program focus on behavior 
and structural change, but 
from perspective of 
nutrition only. 
https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Sma
rter-Lunchrooms

https://portal.ct.gov/SDE/Nutrition/Smarter-Lunchrooms


Trays and other Foodservice Ware
– Washable & Reusable

– Ceramic, glass (incl. Corelle), stoneware, earthenware
– Plastic, melamine, polypropylene
– Metal  
– Bamboo

– Single-use
– Paper/Fiber 

– General
– Compostable (PLA, sugarcane, wheat fiber, other ag wastes)
– Other, such as bamboo, wood

– Plastic
– General
– Expanded polystyrene (aka StyrofoamTM)
– Compostable (PLA)



Center for Environmental 
Health’s research found…
LIKELY to CONTAIN PFAS
– Molded fiber products that tested 

positive for fluorine, indicate the 
presence of PFAS

– Wheat fiber
– Blends of plant fibers
– Silver grass (miscanthus)
– Sugarcane byproduct (bagasse)
– Molded recycled paper
– PLA-lined molded sugarcane

UNLIKELY to CONTAIN PFAS
– Bamboo
– Clay-coated paper
– Paperboard
– Clear PLA (polyactic acid)
– Paper-lined with PLA
– Palm Leaf
– Paper with unknown coatings
– Uncoated paper

https://www.ceh.org/wp-content/uploads/PFAS-in-Foodware-Infographic.pdf

https://www.ceh.org/wp-content/uploads/PFAS-in-Foodware-Infographic.pdf


Recyclable vs. Acceptable

– Residential Mixed Recycling (Single Stream) Program
– Does NOT accept paper, plastic, ceramic, glass or other type of 

plates, cups, stemware

– Does NOT accept any type of utensils – plastic, wood, metal

– Does NOT accept cloth or paper napkins

– No expanded polystyrene products 



“Compostable” vs. Acceptable

– While meat scraps are compostable, often home composting 
systems are advised to avoid adding meat and dairy

– While BPI certified compostable ware may be compostable, 
these products are not intended for home or small scale 
operations

– Businesses engaged in composting/anaerobic digestion have 
their own recipes and make their own management decisions



What is BPI Certification?

– North America’s leading certifier of compostable products and packaging.  
Ensures products and packaging displaying the BPI logo have been 
independently tested and verified – promoting the best practices for diversion 
and recovery of compostable materials through municipal and commercial 
composting.

– CT DEEP recommends, if accepting/composting food service ware, that it be BPI 
certified.

– BPI just recently started testing for PFAS – they will be able to confirm/validate  
their products do not contain PFAS by January 1, 2020.
– Research has found that PFAS does travel and can contaminate compost.  Highest 

levels of concern are from facilities that compost paper mill sludge and food service 
ware.



https://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2718&q=325376&deepNav_GID=1645

CT  Food Waste 
Composting Facilities



Invest in a dishwasher

– Minnesota case study – looked at replacing single-use/disposable flatware and 
expanded polystyrene bowls.

– Purchased washable durable utensils and bowls

– In first year, school saved approximately $3000

– The annual per student costs for food-ware dropped from $6.89 to $4.83

– Reduced about 6000 lbs of on-site solid waste in first year

– The study estimated a 44% reduction in life cycle greenhouse gasses and similar 
reductions in water withdrawals and air pollution emissions in first year

– Benefits of reusables increase the longer they are in use.

The Cost and Environmental Benefits of Using Reusable Food Ware in Schools, 
a Minnesota case study, Minnesota Pollution Control Agency, October 2014

https://www.pca.state.mn.us/sites/default/files/p-p2s6-16.pdf


Resources

Center for Environmental Health  
www.ceh.org
– Report: Avoiding Hidden Hazards: A Purchaser’s Guide to Safer 

Foodware (2019)

– CEH Foodware Database

– Infographic

– Consumer Tip Sheet

– Webinar slides

https://www.ceh.org/ceh-report-avoiding-hidden-hazards-purchasers-guide-safer-foodware/

http://www.ceh.org/
https://www.ceh.org/ceh-report-avoiding-hidden-hazards-purchasers-guide-safer-foodware/
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Discussion of Remaining 
Topics and Potential 

Actions
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• Food contact items
• Cleaners/waxes
• Others?
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• Potential actions
• Convene an ad hoc group to review 

the most current research and 
national actions regarding food 
packaging/consumer products.

• Others?
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Agriculture and Biosolids

• Biosolids
• Use in CT—biosolids imported from other 

states, commercially available products for 
homeowners

• Disposal from wastewater treatment 
plants

• Irrigation
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Agriculture and Biosolids

• Potential actions
• Monitor/conduct research on plant and 

animal uptake of PFAS
• Gather more data on biosolids use to 

identify areas at risk to potential PFAS 
pollution

• Others?
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Public Drinking Water Source Protection Measures

The 82 Public Water Systems that prepare 
Individual water supply plans are required to 
evaluate the land tributary to their sources of 
supply for uses are of immediate concern to 
water quality, or have a significant potential 
to contaminate a public drinking water supply, 
as determined by a public water system.
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Public Drinking Water Source Protection Areas
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• 18% of the state
• Reservoirs and their 

watersheds
• Large gravel-packed 

wells and their aquifer 
protection areas

• Bedrock wells with 
their source water 
protection areas 
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• Circular Letter 2018-20 sent on 

September 27, 2018 directed 
these PWS to update their land 
use assessment to include 
potential PFAS Generators

• Form developed by the CT 
Section of the American Water 
Works Association’s Source 
Protection Committee which 
includes representatives from 
DPH and DEEP

• Used the PFAS Fact Sheet series 
developed by the Interstate 
Technology Regulatory Council 
for reference material

DEPARTMENT of PUBLIC HEALTH
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https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/Departments-and-Agencies/DPH/dph/drinking_water/pdf/DWS-Circular-Letter-2018-20-PFAS-Eval-WSP-Systems.pdf
https://pfas-1.itrcweb.org/
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• Industrial and domestic wastewaters, 
treatment plants

• Landfills
• Air emissions?
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• Potential actions
• Recommend state-sponsored baseline 

sampling of wastewater treatment plants 
and surface water bodies

• Inventory industries based on SIC codes
• Future permitting (would require 

standards)
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• Food contact items
• Cleaners/waxes
• Consideration of PFAS-free goods and 

services in future state contracts
• Others?
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Review of Previously 
Discussed Actions 
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• Limitations on AFFF use
• Education/outreach to local fire 

departments
• AFFF survey for possible take-back 

program
• Fluorine-free foam recommendation 
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• Outreach 
• To local FDs regarding AFFF 
• Facilities with AFFF fire suppression systems
• PFAS industries
• Farmers regarding biosolids use

• Coordinated notification and messaging to 
communities when incidents occur
• Use established municipal emergency response 

plans, webpages, etc.
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• Standards, especially ambient water quality 
criteria, needed to set discharge limits
• Could look to other states (VT, NH) as 

models for resources and time required
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• AFFF – Release reporting, secondary 
containment, discharge and use 
limitations, take-back program

• Consumer products (food contact 
items and/or waxes and cleaners)

• Standards and discharge limits
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Task Force & Committee Actions
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Task Force 
chairs submit 

Draft PFAS 
Action Plan to 

Governor 
Lamont

10/1

Meeting 1
Convene Task 

Force and 
establish 

committees

7/30

Meeting 2
Working session: 

review 
committee 

progress and 
provide input 

8/28

Meeting 3
Review and 
assemble 

final Action 
Plan draft

9/18

Governor 
Lamont 
orders 

formation of 
Task Force

7/8

Opportunity 
for Public 
Comment

Week of 9/9
Committees draft 

Action Plan 
sections

Week of 
8/12

Committees meet 
to outline 

proposed actions

Final
PFAS Action 

Plan to 
Governor 
Lamont

11/1
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Upcoming Meetings
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• Remediation Committee: 9/12/19, 9:00 
AM-11:00 AM Gina McCarthy Auditorium, 
DEEP

• Task Force Meeting: 9/18/19, Hearing 
Room 1-D, Legislative Office Building
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PUBLIC COMMENT

Please identify yourself and speak into 
the microphone
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