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General Permit to Act as a Contractor to Contain, 

Remove, or Otherwise Mitigate the Effects of Certain 
Releases 

“Registered Existing Release Response Contractor” 
An Environmental Permitting Fact Sheet 

General Permit Overview 
This general permit was issued under the authority of and administered by the Department of 
Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP).  DEEP uses both individual and general permits to 
regulate activities. Individual permits are issued directly to an applicant, whereas general 
permits are permits issued to authorize similar activities by one or more registrants throughout 
a prescribed geographic area. Authorization of an activity under a general permit is governed by 
that general permit. A general permit sets terms and conditions for conducting an activity 
which, when complied with, are protective of the environment. General permits are a quicker 
and more cost-effective way to permit specific activities for both the department and the 
registrant. 

This general permit authorizes activities associated with acting as a contractor to contain or 
remove or otherwise mitigate the effects of certain releases to the land. 

Any contractors providing such release response services must be registered with the 
department and issued an Approval of Registration before conducting such activities. 

Authorizing Statutes 
Section 22a-454 of the Connecticut General Statutes (CGS) 

Types of Activities Authorized By This General Permit 
The Registrant may act as a contractor to contain, remove or otherwise mitigate releases 
through the remediation of soil impacted by certain releases, including saturated soil below 
the groundwater table provided: 

• The parcel or site is enrolled in a brownfields program or are listed on the CERCLA 
national priorities list of hazardous waste disposal sites compiled by the United 
States Environmental Protection Agency pursuant to 42 USC 9605 or are being 
cleaned up pursuant to 22a-133f of the Connecticut General Statutes; 

• The releases are being investigated or remediated pursuant to sections 22a-133m, 
22a-134a, 22a-133x, 22a-133y, or 22a-449(c), of the Connecticut General Statutes;  

• The releases are being investigated, remediated, or mitigated pursuant to section 
22a-6u; or 

• After the effective date of the Release-Based Cleanup Regulations, releases are 
subject to the requirements of the Release-Based Cleanup Regulations.  

http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2704&q=323512&deepNav_GID=1511
http://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2709&q=329656&deepNav_GID=1643&pp=12&n=1#navskip
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Types of Activities Not Authorized By This General Permit 
This general permit does not authorize the Registrant to: 

(1) Conduct activities that require authorization through an individual permit pursuant to 
CGS 22a-454. 

(2) Contain, remove, or otherwise mitigate releases of waste oil, petroleum, chemical 
liquids, hazardous wastes, or soil or sediment that contains polychlorinated biphenyls 
(PCB) at a concentration greater than 10 parts per million (ppm) or that is a PCB release 
from a PCB source that is regulated by the Toxic Substances Control Act (TSCA);  

(3) Contain, remove, or otherwise mitigate releases to surface water or contain, remove, or 
otherwise mitigate releases to groundwater that is encountered during activities 
conducted under this general permit, provided, however, that the installation, 
operation, and maintenance of long term in-situ groundwater, soil, or soil vapor 
remediation systems (e.g., pump-and-treat, passive groundwater treatment systems, air 
sparging systems, soil vapor extraction systems, or sub-slab depressurization systems) is 
not considered containment, removal or other mitigation of a release to the land and 
waters of the state and a permit issued pursuant to section 22a-454 of the Connecticut 
General Statutes is not required to conduct such activities; 

(4) “Release” has the meaning defined in Section 22a-134pp of the Connecticut General 
Statutes and means any spilling, leaking, pumping, pouring, emitting, emptying, 
discharging, injecting, escaping, leaching, dumping or disposing into or onto the land 
and waters of the state, not authorized under this title, of oil or petroleum or chemical 
liquids or solids, liquid or gaseous products or hazardous waste as defined in section 
22a-448. “Release” does not include automotive exhaust or the application of fertilizer 
or pesticides consistent with their labeling. 

Any person acting as a contractor to contain or remove or otherwise mitigate the effects of 
discharge, spillage, uncontrolled loss, seepage or filtration of waste oil or petroleum or chemical 
liquids or hazardous wastes must obtain an individual permit issued pursuant to Connecticut 
General Statutes 22a-454.  This includes contractors which respond to releases that are subject 
to: 

(1) The Release Reporting Regulations; 

(2) The requirements of the Underground Storage Tank Regulations; 

(3) A permit issued pursuant to section 22a-449(b) of the Connecticut General Statutes to 
construct and operate a Marine Terminal; or  

(4) The release reporting and notification requirements under the Comprehensive 
Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act (CERCLA) Section 103 (40 CFR 
302) an/or the Emergency Planning and Community Right-to-Know Act Section 304 (40 
CFR 355). 

Requirements For All Authorized Entities 
All authorized registrants (Permittees) must comply with the conditions set forth in the general 
permit. Read the general permit carefully to be sure you can operate in compliance with the 
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general permit. If you fail to comply with the conditions in the general permit, you are in 
violation of the general permit and potentially subject to legal action, including assessment of 
penalties of up to $25,000 per day. 

Registration 
Who Must Register? Any person who does not hold an individual permit pursuant to CGS 22a-
454 and wishes to act as an existing release response contractor to contain or remove or 
otherwise mitigate the effects of discharge, spillage, uncontrolled loss, seepage or filtration of 
substances or materials or wastes and additionally of soil or sediment that contains such 
substances or wastes. 

How is an Approval of Registration obtained by a contractor? If a person intends to conduct 
activities pursuant to this general permit then that person must submit a complete registration 
form.  A registrant will receive an Approval of Registration when the Department has received a 
complete registration form with the appropriate fee.  

When should a registration form be submitted? A person who wishes to conduct activities 
regulated by this general permit must register prior to conducting such activities to be issued an 
Approval of Registration under this general permit. A permittee must renew their registration 
within 60 days before the expiration date of the current Approval of Registration to continue to 
operate under the authority of the general permit.  The same form should be used for either 
new registration or for a renewal of an existing Approval of Registration. 

Transfer 
Is an Approval of Registration transferable? A registrant may not transfer an Approval of 
Registration to another person. 

Fees 
How much does it cost to register? The registration fee is $1,000 for a two-year term. 

Are registration fees refundable? Registration fees are non-refundable. 

Are there penalties for operating without an Approval of Registration or a permit? Yes. Any 
person who conducts activities without having first obtained either an individual permit issued 
under section 22a-454 of the General Statutes or an Approval of Registration under this general 
permit is subject to injunction and civil penalties of up to $25,000 per day per violation. 

Average Processing Time 
For this permit program, the processing time for a typical application, based upon recent 
experience, is typically less than thirty (30) days. Past performance is not a guarantee of future 
processing timeframes. 

Permit Duration 
This General Permit will be valid for a period of four (4) years from the effective date. 

Contact Information 
DEEP.CentralPermits@ct.gov 

mailto:DEEP.CPPU@ct.gov
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