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Connecticut Equity and Environmental Justice Advisory Council (CEEJAC)  
Land Subcommittee Meeting Minutes 

Thursday, August 8, 2024 1:00 PM-2:30 PM 
Link to the recording 

                        

This is a public meeting and will be recorded and posted on the Connecticut Equity and 
Environmental Justice Advisory Council website.  

Disclaimer: Please note this is not a word for word translation. 

1. Welcome 
Yaw Darko, Chair of the Land Subcommittee, started the meeting by welcoming 
everyone in attendance.  
 

2. Roll Call 
Yaw conducted roll call for all subcommittee members.  
 

3. Overview of Agenda 
 

4. Presentation on Coastal Habitat Restoration and Land Acquisition Project 
Prioritization  
Mindy Gosselin, Land Acquisition and Restoration Coordinator at CT DEEP 
(melinda.gosselin@ct.gov)  
• Mindy Gosselin presented on DEEP’s Coastal Land Acquisition and Restoration 

Program and the draft criteria they have been working on. The draft criteria are 
based on other new grant programs including CT DEEEP Green Plan and the 
Statewide Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan.  

• Reginald Fortcolin asked if a group was working in Bridgeport community would that 
have the same weight as a group from Bridgeport working in Bridgeport. Mindy 
responded with both groups being weighted the same.  

• Lindsay Suhr shared how the previous criteria was generated from the federal grant 
while the current criteria is being generated by DEEP. Mindy emphasized how the 
criteria being presented was a draft. Another point was raised about how groups 
with small land are going to struggle scoring in the category of land.  

https://ctdeep.zoom.us/rec/share/_iNWgyk2yCYSGq6BPdH_s2p0bhg8sHGjhoXIgVvVZFqNO2cj_h1XfD62IlghmjoR.PPG3xOZtVMnKGgVA
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP-CEEJAC
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• Denise Savageau asked for clarification on the climate change value. Mindy 
responded saying she was mostly looking at this through a resilience perspective 
and ensuring the projects that are proposed take into consideration climate 
change.  

• Kathy Czepiel made a comment about the issue of small parcels. She then 
suggested addressing this by counting people instead of acres. Also counting how 
many people will be impacted by the effort rather than how many acres will be 
restored.  

• Anstress Farwell asked for clarification on the ecological value prioritization criteria 
table. Mindy provided further explanation.   

• Anstress Farwell raised a question around acquiring parcels. Mindy said they have 
been talking to the Trust for Public Land which has shared similar concerns about 
properties not being contaminant free.  

• Yaw Darko asked whether Mindy will be requiring support letters from the 
community or other groups since it is helpful in providing records showing how the 
project can support the community. Mindy said this is something they are 
considering.  

• Mary Pelletier asked if neighborhood flooding should be more of an issue? Mindy 
said there is a balance between habitats and humans being impacted by flooding. 
Mary suggested identifying sites that were damaged historically. Mindy shared how 
they typically do not fund places that have previous structures or contamination.  

• Kathy Czepiel asked about one of the EJ and community impact criteria: What does 
it mean to be a partner on the project?  

• Yaw asked if Mindy is working with other agencies which can help identify additional 
funding. Mindy revealed how they have been looking into collaborations within 
DEEP and with other agencies but need to explore that further. They also plan on 
engaging with groups that provide support such as technical assistance.  

• Denise Savageau shared how they did a listening session along the coast and one of 
the things they heard was that providing public access is not enough. Denise 
encouraged Mindy to build on the idea of access.  

• Denise Savageau suggested making sure to have the resiliency piece in the climate 
checklist. She also flagged how getting through the coastal programming process: 
Fully designed is one thing fully permitted is another. She suggested Mindy say 
permittable instead of fully permitted.  
 

5. Announcements, Updates, and Events 
• Eric Hammerling, Director of Environmental Review and Strategic Initiatives at CT 

DEEP, shared information about the CT Siting Council (CSC) Study including an 
overview and timeline. The CSC Study is required by the state legislation passed 
this year to study the CT Siting council and whether it as effective as it needs to be. 
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They will be providing a more in-depth presentation at the next Energy 
Subcommittee meeting. Eric will publish a report on this at the end of the year. Eric 
shared the following link in the chat and instructed attendees to see section 12 
which further lays out the scope of the study: 
https://cga.ct.gov/2024/ACT/PA/PDF/2024PA-00144-R00HB-05507-PA.PDF 
 

6. Upcoming Meetings 
• ParkScore – Hartford, CT 
• Six Lakes Park Coalition and Remediation Sites 
• Connecticut’s Green Plan  
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