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Connecticut Equity and Environmental Justice Advisory Council (CEEJAC)  
 

Tuesday, June 23, 2026 | 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM 
Location: Mattatuck Museum, 144 W Main St Waterbury, CT 

 
Register for In-Person Attendance 

Parking and Tour instructions will be emailed after your registration is confirmed 
 

Webinar Access is Available for 1:00 – 4:00 PM 
Register for Zoom Webinar Link 

 
Description 

Connecticut Equity and Environmental Justice Advisory Council (CEEJAC) will be hosting their summer 
quarterly meeting on June 23, 2026, in Waterbury, CT. CEEJAC is an advisory council to the 

Commissioner of DEEP on historical and current environmental injustices across the state. In this 
meeting, you will hear updates from CT DEEP about environmental justice programs, updates on council 

subcommittee work, and discussion about challenges that environmental justice communities 
continue to face. We hope that you’ll join us for a morning Community Tour of the City of Waterbury, 

Lunch at Mattatuck Museum, followed by an afternoon of networking and learning.  
Contact: DEEP.CEEJAC@ct.gov  

 
Agenda 

Time Description 
10:00 AM – 
12:30 PM 
 
20 mins at 
each site 
 
~10 mins 
driving to 
the next 
site 

EJ Community Tour of Waterbury 
The tour will provide an opportunity 
to learn about shared 
environmental justice challenges 
and histories in our state.  
Participants will drive or carpool to 
five different tour sites across the 
city. At each site, a host will meet 
you to provide a brief history of the 
site and overview of ongoing 
environmental justice work.  
For directions to each site, please 
visit our shared Google Map 

 
• Adams St Development 

Project 
NEST Adams St is a 
redevelopment project for 
homeowners that 
combines modern builds 

https://forms.office.com/g/Q1MVbbWRXX
https://ctdeep.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_ujy0LdYBTQW29yG-1Ll3og
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP-CEEJAC
mailto:DEEP.CEEJAC@ct.gov
https://maps.app.goo.gl/7fNa55itrKW2y29k6
https://www.nestct.org/adams-street
https://www.nestct.org/adams-street
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and energy efficiency 
models. 
Kevin Taylor, Executive 
Director at NEST CT 
📍8 Adams St, Waterbury 

 
• Naugatuck River Revival 

Clean Up Project 
Community-Based 
Organization Clean Up  
Kevin Zak, President NRRG 
📍Platt Park: Intersection of 
S Main St and Platts Mill Rd 

 
• The New Mix 

CTDOT’s vision for the 
future of the I-84/Route 8 
“Mixmaster” interchange 
Jonathan Dean, DOT Project 
Manager 
📍Riverside Cemetery, 496 
Riverside St 

 
• Community Fishing Waters 

This interactive walk will 
explore the challenges and 
opportunities in urban 
fishing waters. 
Rodrigo Pinto, CT DEEP 
Urban Fishing Coordinator 
📍Lakewood Park Beach, 
Farmwood Rd 
 

• Waterbury Little League 
This site will tell the story 
of redevelopment of a 
former brownfield site 
turned into a multi-use 
recreational field. 
The Hispanic Coalition of 
Greater Waterbury 

📍George Tirado Sr. Park, 
313 Mill St 

https://naugatuckriver.com/
https://naugatuckriver.com/
https://www.newmixwaterbury.com/
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Fishing/Freshwater/Community-Fishing-Waters


   

 

 3  

 

 
12:30 –
1:00 PM 

Lunch 
 

1:00 – 1:10 
PM 

Welcome and Introduction to 
CEEJAC 
Sarah Huang, Director of Equity and 
Environmental Justice, CT DEEP 
 

1:10 – 1:25 
PM 

Opening Remarks from City of 
Waterbury and Waterbury Elected 
Officials 
 

1:25 – 1:45 
PM 

Remarks from Commissioner of 
DEEP, Katie Dykes 
 

1:45 – 2:10 
PM 

Activity 
During this time, participants will fill 
out notecards to answer these 3 
question prompts. We will give 
everyone 5 minutes to jot down their 
ideas. Then we will have 10 minutes 
for you to share what you wrote. 
Prompts: 

1. What we learned 
2. What surprised us 
3. What we want to know 

more about 
 

2:10 – 2:25 
PM 

Meet Waterbury Groups and 
Organizations 
We’d like to invite groups and 
individuals from Waterbury to 
introduce themselves as an 
opportunity to connect CEEJAC 
members with local organizations 
and residents. 
 

2:25 – 2:35 
PM 

10 Min Break 

2:35 – 3:05 
PM 

Subcommittee Report Outs 
Each of the Council’s 
subcommittees will provide an 
update on their work plan, highlights 
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from the year, and upcoming 
discussions. 
 
CEEJAC Subcommittees and 
Chairs: 

• Air & Transportation 
Subcommittee led by 
Robbie Goodrich and Alex 
Rodriguez 

• Waste Subcommittee led 
by Adrienne Farrar Houel and 
Diane Lauricella 

• Water Subcommittee led by 
Cierra Patrick and Ashley 
Stewart 

• Land Subcommittee led by 
Yaw Darko and Jhoni Ada 

• Energy & Technology 
Subcommittee led by 
Jayson Velazquez and 
Kendall Keelen 

 
3:05 – 3:30 
PM 

Subcommittee Work Session 
Participants can join any 
Subcommittee to participate in 
ongoing project work. We 
encourage new to CEEJAC 
participants to learn more about the 
work happening in subcommittees 
and consider becoming a member 
of a subcommittee. 

 

Subcommittee Gallery Walk 
2:30 – 2:50 PM 

 
Participants will have the opportunity 
to talk with Subcommittee Members 
and Co-Chairs to learn more about 

their work and share contact 
information. This is a networking 
opportunity to connect with the 
Council’s work and members.  

 
3:30 – 3:50 
PM 

EJ Discussion facilitated by 
CEEJAC Water Subcommittee 
Join CEEJAC Water Subcommittee 
Co-Chairs Ashley Stewart Brown 
and Cierra Patrick for a timely 
conversation on how communities 
can support economic growth while 
protecting environmental justice 
neighborhoods from displacement, 
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pollution exposure, and inequitable 
development. 
 
From tax incentives and Tax 
Increment Financing (TIF) Districts 
to Resilience Improvement Districts 
(RIDs), grants, and climate 
resilience investments, this 
discussion will explore strategies 
CEEJAC & CT DEEP should consider 
to better align funding tools, policy 
decisions, and community 
engagement efforts. Together, we’ll 
examine approaches that 
encourage revitalization while 
prioritizing public health, 
affordability, climate resilience, and 
long-term community stability. 

3:50 – 4:00 
PM 

Closing 

 

Accessibility Statement: The Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental 
Protection is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer that is committed to 
complying with the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act. Please contact us 
at (860) 418-5910 or deep.accommodations@ct.gov if you: have a disability and need a 
communication aid or service; have limited proficiency in English and may need 
information in another language; or if you wish to file an ADA or Title VI discrimination 
complaint. Any person needing a hearing accommodation may call the State of 
Connecticut relay number - 711. Requests for accommodations must be made at least two 
weeks prior to any agency hearing, program, or event.  

El Departamento de Energía y Protección Ambiental de Connecticut es un Empleador de 
Acción Afirmativa/Igualdad de Oportunidades comprometido a cumplir con los requisitos 
de la Ley de Estadounidenses con Discapacidades. Por favor, contáctenos al (860) 418-
5910 o deep.accommodations@ct.gov si: tiene una discapacidad y necesita una ayuda o 
servicio de comunicación; tiene un dominio limitado del inglés y puede necesitar 
información en otro idioma; o si desea presentar una queja por discriminación ADA o Título 
VI. Cualquier persona que necesite una adaptación auditiva puede llamar al número de 
relé del Estado de Connecticut: 711. Las solicitudes de adaptaciones deben hacerse al 
menos dos semanas antes de cualquier audiencia, programa o evento de la agencia.  

mailto:deep.accommodations@ct.gov
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康涅狄格州能源和环境保护厅是一个坚定遵守美国残疾人法的平权行动/平等机会的单位

。如果你： 有残障需要沟通协助和服务；有限英语水平可能需要其它语言资料；或者你

想要呈交美国残疾人法案或第六章岐视投诉, 请给我们打这个电话（860）418-5910 或发

电子邮件到 deep.accommodations@ct.gov。任何人需要听证会住宿可以打康涅狄格州的

中继号码 - 711。住宿请求必需在任何机构的听证会, 计划, 或事件进行之前的两星期提交

。  

mailto:deep.accommodations@ct.gov

