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Green Bank Background

Situating the Renter Market

Renter Barriers to Clean Energy Access

Discussing Potential Renter Solutions

Understanding Renter Challenges

Tenant Advocacy for Energy Solutions

Wrap-Up and Conclusion
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Social and Environmental Reporting

Since the Connecticut Green Bank’s inception through 
bipartisan legislation in July 2011, we have mobilized 
more than $3.11 billion of investment into the State’s 
green economy. 

To do this, we used $463.3 million in Green Bank 
dollars to attract $2.65 billion in private investment, a 
leverage ratio of $6.70 for every $1. The impact of our 
deployment of renewable energy and energy efficiency 
to families, businesses, and our communities is shown 
in terms of:

• Economic Development

• Energy

• Environmental Protection

• Equity

FY12
FY25

Video – Click Here
Infographic Fact Sheet – Click Here

https://www.ctgreenbank.com/resources/3-billion/
https://www.ctgreenbank.com/resources/3-billion/
https://www.ctgreenbank.com/resources/3-billion/
https://www.ctgreenbank.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/FY12-FY25-CGB-ImpactReport-8-29-2025.pdf
https://www.ctgreenbank.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/FY12-FY25-CGB-ImpactReport-8-29-2025.pdf
https://www.ctgreenbank.com/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/FY12-FY25-CGB-ImpactReport-8-29-2025.pdf
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Economic Development and Energy
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Environmental Protection and Equity
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2026 Priority Areas of Focus

Enable Investment in 
Resilient Communities
(Implement PA 21-53 and 

Passed PA 25-33)

Invest in Multifamily 
Affordable Housing
(Implement PA 21-48)

Invest in Electric 
School Buses (Implement 

PA 22-25)
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Situating the Renter Market
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Situating and Framing Renters

Discussion Questions

• What renter perspectives or personal experiences are you bringing to the discussion?

• Are there additional residential renter subgroups missing to better frame the renter population?
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Why Renters Matter

• Connecticut has a large and diverse and 
renter population, representing 1 in 3 
households.

• Energy and housing costs compound renter 
affordability challenges
o CT one-bedroom housing wage = 

$28.68/hr
o CT two-bedroom housing wage = 

$35.42/hr
o As of July 2026, the average electric 

bill is $326 per month ($0.30/kWh)

• Almost half of renters earn below 80% of 
Area Median Income (AMI)
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Why Renters Matter

• Half of renters are cost-burdened 
(spending more than 30% income on 
housing) and over a quarter are severely 
cost-burdened (spending more than 50% of 
their income on housing).

• 49% of Black non-Hispanic households 
and 54% of Hispanic or Latino 
households rent, compared to 18% of 
White non-Hispanic households (2023 ACS).

• Households are energy burdened if they 
spend more than 6% of household income 
on energy costs.
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Rental Properties in Connecticut

Housing Stock
• Connecticut has 471,477 total rental units (2023 ACS)

o 226,000 are single-family (1-4) and 245,000 are multi-
family (5+)

• 70% of rental units are 2 bedrooms or fewer 
• 54% of existing renter-occupied units were built prior to 1969, 

31% prior to 1950
• Rental units are heavily concentrated in larger cities

Building Characteristics
• Connecticut rental housing heavily depends on gas (44%) and 

electricity (34%) for heating
o 17% of rental properties have central AC, compared to 

47% of owner-occupied homes
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Discussion Questions

Do the previous 
slides reflect how 
you conceptualize 

renters in 
Connecticut? 

Are there any 
perspectives, 

communities, or 
building 

characteristics 
missing from this 

framing?
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Renter Barriers to Clean Energy Access
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Renter Barriers and Challenges

• Key barriers and challenges related to energy efficiency and clean energy upgrades can be organized 
into three categories: structural, financial, and awareness.

Structural Financial Awareness

Split Incentive

Ownership Limitations

Building characteristics 
(Age, heating type, etc.)

Lease length and turnover

Upfront Cost

Financing Eligibility

Meter Type

Program awareness

Contractor Selection
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Split Incentives

Residential Retrofits for Energy Equity Playbook: American Council for Energy-Efficient Economy (ACEEE), Elevate, Emerald Cities Collaborative, and HR&A Advisors (2024)

https://r2e2playbook.org/section-2-identifying-your-community-and-upgrade-priorities/
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Discussing Potential Renter Solutions
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Renter-Led versus Landlord-Led Solutions

• Addressing renter energy affordability requires 
both renter-controlled technologies and building 
improvements.

• Renter-led: solutions designed for renter 
ownership and control
• Examples: plug-in solar, saddle heat pumps, 

high-efficient window ACs, smart 
thermostats, and efficient appliances

• Landlord-led: solutions designed to improve 
long-term building performance
• Examples: Insulation, efficient windows, 

heat pumps, and rooftop solar
• Program examples: Home Energy Solutions, 

Home Energy Solutions Income-Eligible

Renter-Led

• "Permissionless“ – no 
landlord approval 
required

• Portable

• Lower upfront costs

• Removes retrofit 
process

• Builds renter awareness 
and engagement with 
clean energy

Landlord-Led

• Long-term energy 
savings

• Improves comfort and 
indoor air quality

• Builds resiliency and 
extends building life

• Supports building 
decarbonization, 
efficiency, and resiliency 
goals

• Benefits current and 
future tenants
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Renter-Led Technology Examples

Plug-in solar
• Public Act 26-127 legalized the use of plug-in solar systems in CT 

• Systems must be up to 1,200 watts and meet safety requirements
• Low-cost option for solar power generation ($500-$2,500)
• Widespread adoption in Germany (One million+ systems)
• Utah became first state to adopt plug-in solar legislation in 2025

Saddle heat pumps
• Emerging technology that provides heating and cooling from a 

portable device (comparable to window AC unit)
• Provides the benefits of a heat pump without retrofit expenses and 

processes

Deployment of these technologies is impacted by market readiness, 
financing options, and awareness.
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Renter-Led versus Landlord-Led Solutions

Discussion Questions:
When addressing renter energy affordability, do you think there is 
greater opportunity in renter-led or landlord-led solutions?

From property owner or renter perspective: What is your interest in 
some of the renter-led solutions we discussed or others you may have 
heard of?

What barriers would need to be addressed to support renter adoption 
and engagement of renter-led solutions? (financing, education, etc.)
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Tenant Advocacy for Energy Solutions
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Tenant Advocacy for Energy Solutions

Discussion Questions:
Are there examples of successful tenant advocacy efforts (even beyond 
energy programs) that have effected positive change? 

What are the barriers or challenges to tenant advocacy? (fear of 
retaliation, displacement, etc.)

What energy solutions would tenant advocates align with most? 
(renter-led vs. landlord-led)
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See the progress in your area
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See the progress in your area

ctgreenbank.com/maya
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See the progress in your area
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Thank you for attending!

Jayson Velazquez

Jayson.Velazquez@ctgreenbank.com

Avery Holzworth

Avery.Holzworth@ctgreenbank.com
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