March 7, 2023
*Amendment of March 29, 2023*

PUBLIC ACT 13-303 — SECTIONS 6 AND 7 -
AN ACT CONCERNING CONNECTICUT'S CLEAN ENERGY GOALS

PUBLIC ACT 15-107 — SECTION 1 -
AN ACT CONCERNING AFFORDABLE AND RELIABLE ENERGY

JUNE SPECIAL SESSION PUBLIC ACT 17-3 — SECTION 1d — AN ACT CONCERNING ZERO CARBON
SOLICITATION AND PROCUREMENT

PUBLIC ACT 19-71 — SECTION 1 -
AN ACT CONCERNING THE PROCUREMENT OF ENERGY DERIVED FROM OFFSHORE WIND

NOTICE OF PROCEEDING AND PUBLIC MEETING

l. Introduction

In August 2022, the Department of Energy and Environmental Protection (DEEP) issued its 2022
Procurement Plan Update (Procurement Plan Update),* announcing procurements that DEEP planned to
undertake in the coming calendar year to implement the findings and recommendations of the 2020
Integrated Resources Plan (IRP) for Connecticut.? The IRP further noted the need for additional offshore
wind procurement. This Notice initiates two of the procurements identified in the IRP and Procurement
Plan Update.

Pursuant to Sections 6 and 7 of Public Act No. 13-303; Section 1 of Public Act No. 15-107; Section 1d of
June Special Session Public Act 17-3; and pursuant to Section 1 of Public Act No. 19-71 (the Acts), DEEP
initiates the above referenced proceeding and announces a public meeting regarding grid-scale
renewable energy procurements. By way of this notice, DEEP expresses its intent to conduct the
following two procurements in 2023:

e A procurement for new zero carbon electricity generating resources that deliver incremental
power into the control area of the regional independent system operator including the Class |,
emission-free, renewable energy sources identified in Table 1.34

e A procurement for energy derived from offshore wind.>

The purpose of these procurements is to secure cost-effective zero carbon resources that can improve
the reliability of the region’s electric grid, while also improving energy affordability by reducing
dependence on fossil fuel resources that are subject to volatile pricing and delivery constraints. The
procurements are also consistent with the state’s greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions reduction goals and

1 https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/energy/IRP/2022-Procurement-Plan-Update.pdf

2 https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/energy/IRP/2020-IRP/2020-Connecticut-Integrated-Resources-Plan-10-7-
2021.pdf

3 https://www.cga.ct.gov/2013/act/pa/pdf/2013pa-00303-r00sb-01138-pa.pdf

4 https://www.cga.ct.gov/2015/act/pa/pdf/2015PA-00107-R00SB-01078-PA.pdf

5 https://www.cga.ct.gov/2019/act/pa/pdf/2019PA-00071-RO0HB-07156-PA.pdf
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other energy and environmental goals and policies established in the IRP and the Comprehensive Energy
Strategy.® The Global Warming Solutions Act, as set forth by Public Act 08-98, An Act Concerning
Connecticut Global Warming Solutions, as amended by Public Act 18-82, An Act Concerning Climate
Change Planning and Resiliency, and as codified in Section 22a-200a of the Connecticut General Statutes
(Conn. Gen. Stats.), mandated achievement of GHG emissions reduction targets of at least 45 percent
below 2001 levels by 2030 and at least 80 percent below 2001 levels by 2050. Public Act 22-5, An Act
Concerning Climate Change Mitigation, established the 100 percent zero carbon electric sector by 2040
goal as a statutory mandate. As directed by Governor Lamont’s Executive Order 3, the IRP modeled
multiple pathways to achieve a 100 percent zero carbon electric sector goal. This modeling shows that
Connecticut has already made significant progress towards achieving this goal and demonstrates
multiple achievable pathways to a zero carbon electric sector by 2040 while increasing reliability and
controlling costs.

The Acts grant the DEEP Commissioner the authority to procure these resources and list specific
considerations the Commissioner shall make when selecting proposals. DEEP intends to issue a Request
for Proposals (RFP) to solicit offers from private developers for the eligible electricity generating
resources in order to secure cost-effective zero carbon resources. DEEP will exercise its remaining
procurement authority under each of the Acts to receive and evaluate proposals and select projects that
help achieve the policy goals of affordable, equitable, and reliable emission-free energy. Table 1
summarizes the authority granted by each Act to the DEEP Commissioner to procure the identified
eligible technologies and the remaining authority as of the date of this notice.

Table 1: DEEP Procurement Authority and Eligible Technologies

13-303 15-107 19-71

Sec. 6 Sec. 7 Sec. 1 Sec. 1
(T;tg;gﬂ’:r;;ymiagrtijxjder statute <4% | <5% | <10% | 2000 MW
Remaining Authority ** 1.4% 5% 7.6% 1196 MW
Eligible Technologies Included in Instant
Procurements
Energy Efficiency/Demand Response X
Zero Carbon Fuel Cells X X X
Geothermal X X X
Hydropower (run-of-river) X X X
Landfill Methane Gas X X X
Offshore Wind X X X X
Onshore Wind X X X
Solar X X X
Energy Storage X X X

* Estimated total load is 26,000,000 MWh
** Total authority less contracted projects from previous procurements®

6 https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/energy/CES/2018ComprehensiveEnergyStrategypdf.pdf
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As detailed in DEEP’s Procurement Plan Update, since the completion of the IRP modeling, over 300
MWs of solar and land-based wind energy projects selected by DEEP through its statutory authority
have been terminated. The Procurement Plan Update identified the near-term need for procurement of
resources to replace the capacity lost due to recent project terminations. The Procurement Plan Update
also identified the need to consider cost-effective strategies for transmission upgrades to unlock
additional offshore wind resources, including procurements in coordination with other states in the
region. In January 2023, Connecticut filed multiple concept papers, two jointly with other New England
states, with the U.S. Department of Energy (DOE) to request federal support for innovative electricity
transmission proposals for multistate transmission infrastructure that would support the growth of the
New England region’s supply of clean, reliable, and affordable energy.” The proposed projects would
allow the states to proactively plan, identify, and select a portfolio of transmission projects to unlock the
region’s significant offshore wind potential, improve grid reliability and resiliency, and invest in job
growth and quality jobs.

DEEP will align future, and depending on timing, amend the instant procurement with regional
coordination efforts on transmission infrastructure investments to maximize the benefits of clean
energy resources for Connecticut ratepayers, including prioritization of strategies that reduce winter
energy security and reliability risks.

Il. Public Informational Meeting

By way of this Notice, DEEP announces it is holding a virtual public informational meeting to present for
discussion and receive feedback on siting and environmental best practices for clean energy projects on
March 29, 2023, via Zoom. To join the meeting, please register using this link:
https://ctdeep.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN PUItxAbDQsSn-uxalh6mXA. The objective of the
informational meeting is to receive stakeholder input to inform the development of the RFPs under this
proceeding. The draft RFPs will be released for public comment following the public meeting and prior
to issuing the final RFPs.

Written comments to help inform development of DEEP’s draft RFPs can be submitted to
DEEP.EnergyBureau@ct.gov by 5pm on April 12, 2023. Please include “2023 RFP Comments” in the
email subject line. Comments will be posted under the proceedings for the RFPs. A link to the Zoom
recording can be found at: Energy Procurement and Siting Workshop - Zoom Meeting . Slides from
the workshop are also attached to this notice as Attachment 1. There will be a separate public
comment period on the draft RFPs once they are released.

For each solicitation issued pursuant to Section 1 of Public Act No. 19-71, the Commissioner of DEEP
must establish a Commission on Environmental Standards (CES) to provide input on best practices for
avoiding, minimizing and mitigating any impacts to wildlife, natural resources, ecosystems and
traditional or existing water-dependent uses, including, but not limited to, commercial fishing, during
the construction and operation of eligible offshore wind facilities. The CES will convene and hold public
meetings as part of the development of the offshore wind RFP under this proceeding.

7 https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/News-Releases/News-Releases---2023/CT-ME-MA-NH-RI-and-VT-Working-Together-
on-Multi-State-Transmission-Infrastructure
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DEEP is an Affirmative Action/Equal Opportunity Employer that is committed to complying with the
requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act. Please contact us at (860) 418-5910 or
deep.accommodations@ct.gov if you are seeking a communication aid or service, have limited
proficiency in English and may need information in another language, require some other
accommodation or wish to file an ADA or Title VI discrimination complaint. Any person needing a
hearing accommodation may call the State of Connecticut relay number — 711. Requests for
accommodations must be made at least two weeks prior to any agency hearing, program, or event.

Notice filed with the Secretary of State on March 7, 2023. Amendment filed March 29, 2023.
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SITING AND ENVIRONMENTAL
BEST PRACTICES FOR CLEAN ENERGY
PROJECTS AND THE 2023 PROCUREMENTS

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 3/29/2023



/ AGENDA

9:30-11:30 Welcome, Introduction, Solar:

Introduction:
= Clean Energy Investments & Benefits

= Session Goals

= DEEP Procurement Details

= General Project Considerations
= \Workshop Framework

Solar Siting and Procurement:
= STEPS update

= Solar Siting and Procurement
= Feedback

11:30-12:30 Lunch Break

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection

12:30-3:30 Additional Renewable Resources:

Land-Based Wind Siting and Procurement
Feedback

Offshore Wind Siting and Procurement
Feedback

Additional Renewables

Feedback

Public Comment Period

3/29/2023



/| HOUSEKEEPING

1. This meeting is being recorded and will be available on DEEP’'s Energy Filing webpage.

2. 1T you have a guestion, please submit your name, affiliation, and question into the Chat. The Chat will be monitored
for questions, feedback, and technical difficulties.

3. During the Feedback portions of the workshop today, please use the raised hand function to speak and you will be
promoted to do so. Please keep your microphones muted until called upon. Please identify yourself and your
affiliation and turn on your video.

4. DEEP will provide an overview of the upcoming procurement and siting best practices and will reserve time for
feedback at the end of each section.

5. During the Feedback portions, please be mindful to give others an opportunity to speak, please avoid off-topic
comments, and please avoid inflammatory language.

0. Written comments to help inform development of DEEP's RFPs can be submitted to DEEP.EnergyBureau@ct.gov by
5pm on April 12, 2023. Please include “2023 RFP Comments” in the email subject line. Comments will be posted
under the proceedings for the RFPs. There will be a separate public comment period on the draft RFPs once they
are released.

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 3/29/2023 3
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/[ INTRODUCTION

Al

2N el

CLEAN ENERGY INVESTMENTS

Why are we making investments in clean energy?

= Governor Lamont’s 100% zero carbon electricity target is now law, making it essential to prioritize zero emission
energy sources going forward

= The state’s clean energy procurement plan, as articulated in the Integrated Resource Plan and subsequent
Procurement Plan Update is an energy investment plan to secure clean, affordable, and reliable energy for
Connecticut’'s residents and businesses

What will our clean energy investments do?
= Secure cost-effective zero carbon resources that can improve the reliability of the electric grid

= Improve affordability by reducing dependence on fossil fuels that are subject to volatile pricing and delivery
constraints

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 3/29/2023 5
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/[ INTRODUCTION
BENEFITS TO CT RESIDENTS
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Clean energy benefits to CT residents:
= Mitigation of impacts from climate change
= |mproved reliability

= Bring more cost-effective energy sources online, including by leveraging federal funding opportunities to secure
clean energy at lower rates

= Retire inefficient peaking gas and oil powered plants in vulnerable and disproportionately impacted communities

= Create jobs and workforce development opportunities

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 3/29/2023 6
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SESSION GOALS Al i

To brief stakeholders on the To receive stakeholder To provide an update on
upcoming offshore wind feedback on siting best potential siting best practices
and grid-scale zero-carbon practices and possible for eligible resources in the
energy procurements procurementcriteria procurements

3/29/2023 7
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/[ INTRODUCTION
DEEP PROCUREMENTS

T

= DEEP Is tasked with conducting procurements for grid-scale renewable and zero carbon
resources to support Connecticut’'s greenhouse gas emissions targets, diversify fuel
sources, and improve reliability

= Since 2011, DEEP has conducted 9 procurements for grid-scale resources and is working
to procure additional zero carbon Class | resources

Scope of the procurements for today:

= Offshore wind procurement

= /ero carbon resources procurement (solar, storage, onshore wind, offshore wind, hydropower, zero
carbon fuel cells)

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 3/29/2023 8



2023 PROCUREMENT
FLIGIBLE TECHNOLOGIES

DEEP Procurement Authority and Eligible Technologies

PA 13-303 15-107 19-71

Sec. 6 Sec. / Sec. 1 Sec. 1
IAO\}\?)[ Authority Granted Under Statute (% of load*, MWh, or <4% <5% <10% 5000 MW
Remaining Authority** 1.4% 5% /.6% 1196 MW
Eligible Technologies Included in Current Procurements
Energy Efficiency/Demand Response X
Zero Carbon Fuel Cells X X X
Geothermal X X X
Hydropower (run-of-river) X X X
Landfill Methane Gas X X X
Offshore Wind X X X X
Onshore Wind X X X
Solar X X X
Energy Storage X X X

* Estimated total load is 26,000,000 M\Wh
** Total authority less contracted projects from previous procurements

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 3/29/2023
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/[ PROJECT CONSIDERATIONS

= Siting best practices are informed by the ongoing
Sustainable, Transparent, and Efficient Practices for -
Solar and the offshore wind Commission on ol e s
Environmental Standards (CES) stakeholder processes,
previous procurements (i.e.,, SCEF and Zero Carbon),

and lessons learned.

Siting Best Energy
. : Procurement
= CES must be convened for each offshore wind procurement Practices Criteria
under Public Act 19-7/1

Stakeholder
Input

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 3/29/2023 12



[ PERMITTING RESOURCES

Solar Permitting Environmental Factsheet

= Useful for Energy Storage and Zero Carbon Fuel Cell projects too

Offshore Wind Permitting Environmental Factsheet

= For on shore staging, turbine construction, and O&M

Farm-based Anaerobic Digesters Environmental Permitting Factsheet

= Useful for any AD project

Siting Clean Energy on Brownfields

Pre-application Permit Assistance

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 3/29/2023 13


https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/Permits_and_Licenses/Factsheets_General/Solar-Permitting-Factsheet.pdf
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ENTAL JUSTICE &
NSIDERATIONS

ENVIRO
Y

N M
EQUITY CO

Actions that project applicants could take to maximize benefits to Environmental Justice
communities:

Have a detailed community outreach plan, including providing education on renewable energy
Conduct an analysis of benefits and burdens to EJ communities

Provide a description of any siting impacts on EJ communities, including noise and other environmental
and health stressors

Incorporate Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion into professional development and staffing
Avoid displacing important cultural resources

DEEP’s Environmental Justice and Equity webpages

Workforce and Community Development through PA 21-43 An Act Concerning a Just Transition
to Climate-Protective Energy Production and Community Investment

Department of Labor requires a workforce development program
T >5MW, requires a community benefit agreement

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 3/29/2023 14


https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Environmental-Justice/01-Our-Commitment-to-Environmental-Justice
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2021/act/Pa/pdf/2021PA-00043-R00SB-00999-PA.PDF
https://www.cga.ct.gov/2021/act/Pa/pdf/2021PA-00043-R00SB-00999-PA.PDF

/| WORKSHOP FRAMEWORK

For Solar, Land-based Wind, Offshore Wind, and Additional Renewable Technologies, We Will:

= Present Siting Best Practices
= Review Past Procurement Criteria

= Get Feedback on Potential Procurement Criteria for Upcoming Procurements

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 3/29/2023 15
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/| STEPS UPDATE

OBJECTIVES

Ensure that new solar

generation projects can be
sited and built

predictable, eff emf and

transparent manner

Promote equity and
environmental justice
through community
engagement

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection

Include consideration of
local laws concerning
zoning, the environment or
public health and safety

Ensure that state and/or
ratepayer-supported
procurements align with
the objectives above

Avoid, or minimize and
mitigate, to the maximum
extent practicable, adverse
impacts on the environment,
agricultural, and natural
resources

3/29/2023 17



/| STEPS UPDATE

OVERVIEW

STEPS

Summer 2021 - Scoping Sessions

Fall 2021 - Topics Analysis

Winter 2021-22 - Benchmarking Solar with Northeast States

summer 2022-Present - Drafting Solar Siting Guidance

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 3/29/2023 18


https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Planning/Steps-for-Solar-Development

/| STEPS UPDATE

MORE ON SCOPING SESSIONS

= 45 stakeholders commented - citizens, environmental advocates, energy organizations, developers,
appointed councils, and municipalities

= 106 comments received, posted on STEPS Website

Key Takeaways:

= Familiarize stakeholders with available guidance on permitting, siting, and other topics
= Make review process transparent through guidance materials
= Distinguish between Siting Council's jurisdiction and DEEP's role

= Qverarching public wish to re-use developed land, instead of siting on undeveloped land
= Developers noted that locations are limited due to infrastructure
= Developers looking for timely processes when considering brownfield redevelopment

= Consider socio-economic impacts, including additional costs of development, improving economic
circumstances, local engagement

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 3/29/2023

19
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/| STEPS UPDATE

TOPICS ANALYSIS

Topics Analysis:

= [nternal STEPS Team organized
scoping comments into 13 topics

= Benchmarking on Identified Topics:

= 0 Northeast States -
MA, ME, NH, VT, NY, RI

= [nforms RFP development

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection

Brownfields

CT Siting Council

Environmental Justice

Municipal Involvement

Agricultural Land

Canopy and Rooftop
Solar

Landfills

Interconnection
Challenges

Wildlife (Endangered and
Threatened Species)

Energy Storage

Stormwater Management and
Water Quality

Outreach/Education

Forests and Wetlands

3/29/2023

20



/| STEPS UPDATE

SOLAR SITING IN CT GUIDANCE

Solar Siting in Connecticut - Best Practices Guidance in the worksl

DRAFT Brownfields Guidance

= Drafting team - DEEP (Office of Planning and Program Development and Bureau of Energy & Technology Policy)
and DECD (Office of Brownfield Remediation and Development)

= Deep dive into best siting practices on brownfields

= Use of scoping comments and benchmarking info

= |ncorporation of Environmental Justice practices

= Posted on STEPS Website for stakeholder feedback (DEEP.STEPS@ct.gov)

DRAFT Agrivoltaics Guidance

= Drafting team - DEEP (Office of Planning and Program Development and Bureau of Energy & Technology Policy)
and Department of Agriculture

= (Co-location of solar and agriculture

= Use scoping comments and benchmarking info

= (Qutreach to stakenholders for feedback

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 3/29/2023 21
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/| STEPS UPDATE

FOR MORE INFO

— [

STEPS webpage:
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP
/Planning/Steps-for-
Solar-Development

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection

“—J

STEPS emall:
DEEP.STEPS@ct.gov

STEPS Newsletter:

Sign up to receive email
updates to stay up-to-date on
STEPS to Solar Development.

3/29/2023 22
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/ STEPS UPDAT
OUES O N SE

Please ask your guestions in the
Chat and state your name and
affiliation. We will answ
guestions at this time.

3/29/2023 28



[/ SITING BEST PRACTICES

SOLAR S

BENEFICIAL SITING as identified through STEPS:

= Use of brownfields promotes cleanup and redevelopment of polluted properties. Makes use of available
infrastructure and interconnections.

= Avoid prime farmland. If farmland must be used, co-locating intensive agricultural use (e.g., shade crops, grazing
animals, etc.) with solar energy production is preferred.

= Provide for wetland and watercourse buffers of 100 Tt.
= Avoid core forest and chose sites that involve limited disturbance.
= Promote on-site mitigation opportunities for vegetation impacts.

= Follow Appendix | in the Stormwater Construction General Permit by reducing grading, addressing runoff,
maintaining vegetation, and avoiding steep slopes.

= Have a decommissioning plan.

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 3/29/2023 24



[/ SITING BEST PRACTICES

SOLAR AND STORMWATER <

Construction Stormwater General Permit

= Appendix | developed in response to stormwater runoff issues specific to large-scale solar
Developed in coordination between DEEP, engineering consultants, and solar industry representatives

Includes measures to address:

= Site slopes

= Panel row spacing & orientation

= Soils

= Proximity to wetlands & property line

= Must consider panels impervious for steep slopes or close spacing

= [nspections require Professional Engineer

= May be required to have independent inspections by Conservation District

= Letter of credit required for S$7,500 or $15,000 per disturbed acre depending on size
= Must control stormwater peak flow discharges

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 3/29/2023 25
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[/ SITING BEST PRACTICES

SOLAR AND FORESTLAND HABITAT

CORE Forest Impact Map Screening Tool L 0 ,%‘w m,% g oy
o g VR ~ by $
R's .T,-", . . RO O R
= For proposed solar arrays greater than two megawatts & E,‘“;f»-"},_,J o Tl S a e o t::k“ %
entering the Siting Council as a Petition P (?‘_;_;w,, .'-f’; : j;;n o
~ § ,_f 2\1\3‘!‘ ’-;_ -‘x | % | J ) 3 3
= “Core forest” means unfragmented forest land, three E f".{j.",. t“,’%\a _‘ > a,'. 3
hundred feet or greater from the boundary between forest 887 & TN Y "‘q'L_ -
land and nonforest land (CGS 16a -3K) i S Jo SR
" - . St i P
= Petition for a Declaratory Ruling - Requires a letter 5 fﬁ .,i{‘ 5 e = Iﬂl
from DEEP Bureau of Natural Resources indicating that the e ) ey e Epp e i |
. . S 7 7t L
project will not have a material impact upon core forests j,:,{’{ “a:'ﬂwﬂ\_% PF -4 oy M
5 = _-)-._Q!:‘h C
= [T material impact, a Certificate of Environmental b G | i - L] I
Compatibility and Public Need is required “lT mi ’

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 3/29/2023 26
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/| PAST PROCUREMENT CRITERIA
SOLAR

THRESHOLD

No portion of project or interconnection are in
core forest, as defined in statute

Slopes: SCEF: greater than 15% slopes were not
accepted, with the exception of landfills where no
more than 10% of the project site could be on
slopes greater than 15%

Slopes: 2018 Procurement: No more than 10% of
project site and interconnection can be on slopes
greater than 15%

Must include a decommissioning plan

Avoid ridgelines and ridgeline setbacks (CGS
Section 8-1aa)

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection

T
o

PREFERRED CRITERIA

= Preferred re-development of land including
brownfields, landfills, sand and gravel operations

= Preliminary environmental assessment of the project
site for wetlands and watercourse impacts (including
public and private drinking water supply), DEEP's
Forestland Habitat Impact Map, land use impacts,
NDDB species impacts, and impacts to prime farmland
and agricultural soils

= Reqguired explanation of potential impacts, proposed
mitigation or avoidance measures

3/29/2023 27



[ PROCUREMENT CRITERIA FEEDBACK

SOLAR

DEEP is seeking feedback on these criteria. ( DEEP.EnergyBureau@ct.gov )
Should we incorporate in the RFP and, if so, how?

= Clear process for community engagement and tangible benefits for EJ Communities

= Siting on landfills and brownfields

= Dual use energy generation (agrivoltaics) on unused farmland/farm structures with percentage of farmland
maintained for agricultural production

= Co-location of renewable technology with energy storage

= [nformation and reqguirements for Decommissioning Plan

To provide comments, please use the raise hand function and state your name and
affiliation when called upon.

[T you have questions, please add them into the Chat with your name and affiliation.

Connecticut Department of Energy & Environmental Protection 3/29/2023 28
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/ LAND-BASED WIN

1. Present Siting Best Practices

2. Review Past Procurement Criteria

3. Feedback on Potential Procurement Criteria for



[/ SITING BEST PRACTICES

= Certainridgelines are protected by statute as a natural resource (mostly the traprock ridgelines)
- CGS section 8-1aa (2019) defines ridgeline setback areas and specific locations

= No Material Effect on Core Forest
= Avoid need for large disturbances of land

= Avoid major migratory corridors, including having the ability to adjust speed or operation to avoid
key impacts times

= Avoid river floodplain areas (e.g., open locations along the CT river) as they are also key
migration routes and could increase strike hazards.

= [ncorporate technology to reduce the likelihood of bat strikes, such as pre- and post-installation
monitoring approved by DEEP's Wildlife Division.

= | ocate where impacts from installation of associated transmission line is minimized
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/| PAST PROCUREMENT CRITERIA

= Must have ownership or site control
= |nterconnection route has been planned or is currently in review

= No portion of the project or interconnection route located in CT core forest - must use mapping tool,
as presented in solar section

= Limited impacts to water resources, natural resources including threatened or endangered species,
and land use including prime farmland and agricultural soils

= Establish measures to lessen or avoid impacts
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/ PROCUREMENT CRITERIA FEEDBACK

DEEP is seeking feedback on this topic.
( DEEP.EnergyBureau@ct.gov )

Toprovide comments, please use the raise hand function and
state your name and affiliation when called upon.

T you have questions, please add them into the Chat with your
name and affiliation.
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[/ SITING BEST PRACTICES

= Follow BOEM guidance for construction and operation plan

= [nclude plans and designated funding for decommissioning

= Consistency with goals and policies of DEEP’'s Long Island Sound Blue Plan

= Coordination with National Estuarine Research Reserve designation

= Regional/collaborative approach to mitigation and monitoring

= Transparency for data sharing
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[/ SITING BEST PRACTICES

3 best locations for interconnection based on current infrastructure - New London, Waterford, Bridgeport

Landing sites should have a mitigation plan for protection of state listed species, especially shorebirds and
wading birds

= Bridgeport, Waterford, and New London have very specific considerations for listed species

Robust stakeholder engagement on cable routing and landing

Offshore Wind Permitting Environmental Factsheet

For on shore staging, turbine construction, and O&M
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[/ SITING BEST PRACTICES

Fisheries

= Avoid or minimize impacts to commercial fishing industry and long-term federal scientific surveys to
greatest extent possible

= Mitigate for unavoidable impacts (e.g., lost fishing revenue)
= Robust stakeholder consultation to ensure navigational safety

Wildlife

= Minimize risks from underwater sound, collision, altered animal behavior, electromagnetic fields, and
cumulative impacts

= Mitigation plans must address marine mammals, sea turtles, birds, bats, fish, invertebrates, and habitats
including state and federally listed species as well as species expected to be disproportionately affected
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[/ SITING BEST PRACTICES

= Consistency with the Long Island Sound Blue Plan (Blue Plan Viewer):

= (Choose least impactful routes through Ecologically Significant Areas (e.g., areas of hard bottom and soft sediments)
- use mitigation techniques if impacts will occur

= Co-locate cable installation with others to reduce impact to environment and natural resources
= Avoid/minimize impacts to intertidal flats and coastal wetlands

= Avoid adverse impacts to Significant Human Use Areas (e.g., dredge/disposal areas, ferry routes, recreational
fishing, and aquaculture areas)

= Commit to a robust stakeholder engagement process in determining most appropriate cable routes through LIS

= Wildlife and Fisheries impacts - avoiding activities during certain seasons, minimize turbidity during cable
installation

= Avoid significant displacement of commercial fishing and related activity to the maximum extent practicable,
consultation with sector is required

= Use established BMPs for cable burial (6 ft or more as appropriate, concrete aprons where that is not possible, etc.)

= Account for sea level rise and resiliency
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/2019 COMMISSION ON ENVIR.

STANDARDS FOR OFFSHORE WIND

Statute: Section 1 of Public Act 19-71, codified under CGS §16a-3n (a)4

Purpose: To provide input on best practices for avoiding, minimizing, and mitigating any impacts to wildlife, natural
resources, ecosystems, and traditional or existing water-dependent uses, including, but not limited to, commercial
fishing, during the construction and operation of offshore wind facilities eligible pursuant to the Act.

Timeframe: Commission meetings were held in June and July of 2019, and the Report and Recommendations of the
CES for Minimizing and Mitigating Environmental and Commercial Impacts of the Construction and Operation of
Offshore Wind Facilities was finalized on August 7, 2019. Quarterly meetings for Park City Wind Project updates
have occurred December 2021 to present.

Commission Members:

= Representative David Michel = Gary Yerman, Commercial Fisherman = Nathan Frohling, The Nature Conservancy

= Senator Heather Somers = Aaron Williams, Commercial Fisherman = Corrie Folsom-O’Keefe, Audubon CT

= Representative Anne Hughes = Joe Gilbert, Commercial Fisherman = Sylvain DeGuise, UConn/CT Sea Grant

= Senator Paul Formica = Charles Rothenberger, Save the Sound = Michelle Morin, BOEM

= Nick Sisson, NOAA Fisheries = Sid Holbrook, Southern New England = /Zach Cochrum, National Wildlife Federation

Fisherman and Lobstermen’s Association
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/| PAST PROCUREMENT CRITERIA

2019 OSW RFP:

Ensure consistency and coordination with marine spatial plans (Coastal and water dependent uses), where
plans are present for the state/location of proposal

[T activities are proposed within LIS, must show consistency with the goals and policies set forth in
CGS Sections 22a-92 and 25-157t(b) (development of a LIS Resource and Use Inventory and LIS Blue Plan)

[dentify and analyze water impacts
Establish stakeholder engagement
Describe fishery, avian, and marine mammal impacts and mitigation measures

Interconnection location onshore - Ensure consistency with land use plans (such as Plan of Conservation
and Development)
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/| PAST PROCUREMENT CRITERIA

= Provide all necessary documentation for site control and plans to acquire property rights, it needed

= Proposals that include in-water activities outside of CT waters in LIS must include details on how project
consistency with all applicable marine spatial plans, including but not limited to, the New York Ocean Action Plan,
the Rhode Island Ocean SAMP, the Massachusetts Ocean Plan, and the Northeast Regional Ocean Plan

= Provide environmental and fisheries mitigation plan
= Stakeholder involvement must be well established

= \Water impacts are clearly identified and analyzed
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/

PROCUREMENT CRITERIA FEEDBACK

DEEP is seeking feedback on these criteria. (DEEP.EnergyBureau@ct.gov )

Should we incorporate in the RFP ang, if so, how?

Stakeholder consultation to assess navigational safety of array design and transit lanes

Compensation of commercial fishermen for lost revenue during various stages of project

Commitments to facilitate co-existence of commercial fishing and offshore wind development
Coordination with NY for any project in Long Island Sound

Sharing survey assessment info publicly or with DEEP

Use of common cable corridor or designation of preferred routes through LIS

Use of single point of interconnection

Components of a plan for sea level rise and resiliency

Use of CT workforce and supply chains/ CT Business to support offshore wind operations and maintenance

To provide comments, please use the raise hand function and state your name and
affiliation when called upon.

IT you have questions, please add them into the Chat with your name and affiliation.
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/| DEEP DAM SAFETY PERMITTING

HYDROPOWER

Step 1: Run of river needed to participate in this procurement

Step 2: Contact FERC to determine if the project is under FERC jurisdiction or non-jurisdictional

= HydropowerPrimer.pdf (ferc.gov)

= FERC requires a 401 Water Quality Certification from DEEP - with Fish Passage and Water Quality considerations

Step 3: If FERC determines that the project is non-jurisdictional, DEEP Dams Safety (ct.gov)
regulates the dam

= Fish passage - must be part of design, developed with DEEP Fisheries consultation in advance of submittal of the
dam safety permit application

= [he dam should be inspected by a licensed engineer before initiating any project

= Damsregulated by DEEP Dam Safety that are being converted to new or upgraded hydropower will require a Dam
Safety permit. In most cases an individual permit will be necessary. Permitting Questions?
DEEP.DamSafety@ct.gov

= Dams that have a Hazard Classification of High or Significant (C or B) will require an Emergency Action Plan
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/| PAST PROCUREMENT CRITERIA

HYDROPOWER

2018 Zero Carbon procurement
Impacts to Water Resources:
= Utilize existing dam

= Proposed interconnection route and site improvements have no long-term impacts on water
quality and wetland resources

= Consistency with Planning, Conservation and Development plans for the area (Connecticut only)
Impacts to Natural and Ecological Resources:

= Consultation with DEEP Fisheries on need for fish passage (Connecticut projects)

= Mitigation proposed if needed. Design allows for minimum flow in river to support aquatic life.
Land Use Impacts:

= Existing dam and impoundment, no zone changes are required

= No potential impacts to properties upstream or downstream of dam

= Noimpacts to core forest or prime farmland
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[ OTHER RESOURCES

= /Zero Carbon Fuel Cells

= Co-located Energy Storage
= Geothermal

= Landfill Methane Gas

= |nterested parties can always come in for a pre-application meeting to learn more about potential permitting
requirements.
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/ PROCUREMENT CRITERIA FEEDBACK

OTHER RESOURCES

DEEP is seeking feedback on these topics. (DEEP.EnergyBureau@ct.gov )
Should we incorporate in the RFP ang, if so, how?

= Decommissioning of photovoltaic cells, fuel cells, and wind turbines

= Material reuse
= Elements of decommissioning plan - equipment and restoration

= Financial assurance

To provide comments, please use the raise hand function and state your name and
affiliation when called upon.

[T you have questions, please add them into the Chat with your name and affiliation.
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| NEXT STEPS

= Consider feedback from today for incorporation into the draft RFPs.

= Stakeholders can also submit written comments for DEEP’s consideration as we draft the RFPs to
DEEP.EnergyBureau@ct.gov by bpm on April 12, 2023. Please include “2023 RFP Comments” in the email subject
line. Comments will be posted under the proceedings for the RFPs.

= Commission on Environmental Standards will convene to discuss best practices for the offshore wind RFP.

= For STEPs - DEEP will continue to develop siting guidance and share with stakeholders. To review the Solar Siting
in Connecticut Guidance: Brownfields, please go to the STEPS website and provide comments to
DEEP.STEPS@ct.gov .

Draft RFPs will later also be released for public comment.
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