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This list is a compilation of resources that can help with community recovery. Since hazard 

mitigation is an important part of recovery, this list also includes numerous mitigation resources. 

Pre-disaster recovery planning resources are also included. While not timely, they may still offer 

some useful information. This list focuses on community-level recovery from coastal storms 

such as Superstorm Sandy with an emphasis on activities in which coastal managers are likely to 

be engaged. It is a working document and is still being added to and refined. Updates will be 

provided as appropriate. 

Lessons Learned and Best Practices for Community Recovery 

Disaster Recovery 
Recovery Lessons Learned & Information Sharing 

Lessons in Community Recovery: Seven Years of Emergency Support Function #14 Long-Term 

Community Recovery From 2004 to 2011 

Implementing Floodplain Land Acquisition Programs in Urban Localities 

Long-Term Community Recovery Toolbox 

Rebuilding for a More Sustainable Future 

Holistic Disaster Recovery 

Ten Principles for Coastal Development  

Coastal and Waterfront Smart Growth Website 

Building Community Disaster Resilience through Private-Public Collaboration 

Build Back Safer and Smarter 

Managing for Long-Term Community Recovery in the Aftermath of Disaster (Book –available 

for purchase ~$40) 

Examples and Case Studies: 

Mississippi Coastal Improvements Program 

Community Recovery Plans and Reports (non-coastal) 

Other Useful Resources 

Restore Your Economy.org 

Hazard Mitigation 

General 

No Adverse Impact (see coastal version) 

A Guide for Higher Standards in Floodplain Management 

2012 Community Rating System Coordinator’s Manual Website 

CRS Credit for Higher Regulatory Standards 

Higher Regulatory Standards 

Storm Smart Coasts: Mitigation 

Storm Smart Coasts: Regulations and Standards 

Louisiana Coastal Mitigation Handbook 

Planning a Sustainable Future 

National Nonstructural Flood Proofing Committee Publications 

http://www.fema.gov/recovery-lessons-learned-information-sharing
http://www.fema.gov/lessons-community-recovery-seven-years-emergency-support-function-14-long-term-community-recovery
http://www.fema.gov/lessons-community-recovery-seven-years-emergency-support-function-14-long-term-community-recovery
http://jamescfraser.com/storage/publications/Floddplain%20Project%20Report.Final.pdf
http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?fromSearch=fromsearch&id=6194
http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=1429
http://csc.uoregon.edu/opdr/sites/csc.uoregon.edu.opdr/files/HDR.pdf
http://csc.uoregon.edu/opdr/sites/csc.uoregon.edu.opdr/files/HDR.pdf
http://www.uli.org/wp-content/uploads/ULI-Documents/Ten-Principles-for-Coastal-Development.pdf
http://coastalsmartgrowth.noaa.gov/
http://coastalsmartgrowth.noaa.gov/
http://www.nap.edu/catalog/13028.html
http://recovery.stormsmart.org/
http://recovery.stormsmart.org/
http://disasterbookstore.com/store/
http://www.sam.usace.army.mil/Missions/ProgramandProjectManagement/MsCIPProgram.aspx
http://www.sam.usace.army.mil/Missions/ProgramandProjectManagement/MsCIPProgram.aspx
http://www.sam.usace.army.mil/Missions/ProgramandProjectManagement/MsCIPProgram.aspx
http://restoreyoureconomy.org/
http://restoreyoureconomy.org/
http://www.floods.org/index.asp?menuID=460
http://www.floods.org/n-publicdocumentlibrary/dkfiledownload.asp?ftpfile=%5Ccommittees%5CInsurance%5CASFPM_Higher_Standards_Reference_Guide_1010.pdf
http://www.crs2012.org/
http://training.fema.gov/EMIWeb/CRS/2006%20Model%20430%20Higher%20Standards.pdf
http://www.oregon.gov/LCD/HAZ/docs/floods/floodplain_mgmt_higher_reg_standards.pdf
http://ma.stormsmart.org/before/mitigation/
http://ma.stormsmart.org/before/regs/
http://www.lsu.edu/sglegal/pdfs/LaCoastalHazMitGuidebook.pdf
http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=1541
http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=1541
http://www.usace.army.mil/Missions/CivilWorks/ProjectPlanning/nfpc.aspx
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Model Bylaw for Effectively Managing Coastal Floodplain Development 

Protecting Our Communities: Land Use Planning Strategies and Best Development  Practices for 

Minimizing Vulnerability to Flooding and Coastal Storms—see Section 5 (Florida) 

Tools and Techniques: An Encyclopedia of Strategies to Mitigate the Impacts of Natural Hazards 

(North Carolina) 

Protecting Coastal Investments: Examples of Regulations for Wisconsin’s Coastal Communities 

New Jersey Sea Grant College Program Manual for Coastal Hazard Mitigation  

 

Construction/Retrofitting 
Coastal Construction Resources 

Design Guide for Improving Critical Facility Safety from Flooding and High Winds: Providing 

Protection to People and Buildings 

Selecting Appropriate Mitigation Measures for Floodprone Structures 

Natural Hazards and Sustainability for Residential Buildings 

Green Building and Climate Resilience 

Disaster Mitigation for Historic Structures: Protection Strategies (Florida) 

Floodplain Management Bulletin: Historic Structures 

Shoreline Management 

Shoreline Management Technical Assistance Toolbox  

Engineering with Nature: Alternative Techniques to Riprap Bank  Stabilization  

Living Shorelines 

Shoreline Management Decision Trees 

Rolling Easements 

Mitigating Shore Erosion along Sheltered Coasts 

Beach Nourishment and Protection 

Natural Resource Protection 

Coastal Dune Protection and Restoration 

An Introduction and User’s Guide to Wetland Restoration, Creation, and Enhancement, 

Interagency Workgroup on Wetland Restoration 

Planner’s Guide to Wetland Buffers for Local Governments 

Synthesis of Adaptation Options for Coastal Areas 

Climate Ready Estuaries Coastal Toolkit 

Harnessing Nature: The Ecosystem Approach to Climate Change Preparedness 

Restore-Adapt-Mitigate: Responding to Climate Change through Coastal Habitat Restoration 

Green Infrastructure  

EPA Green Infrastructure Website 

The Value of Green Infrastructure for Urban Climate Adaptation  

Examples and Case Studies: 

FEMA’s Best Practices Portfolio 

Mitigation Best Practices 

Natural Hazard Mitigation Association Best Practices 

FEMA’s Mitigation Assessment Team Reports 

http://nsgl.gso.uri.edu/hawau/hawaut09001.pdf
http://www.floridajobs.org/community-planning-and-development/programs/technical-assistance/community-resiliency/hazard-mitigation-planning
http://www.floridajobs.org/community-planning-and-development/programs/technical-assistance/community-resiliency/hazard-mitigation-planning
http://digital.ncdcr.gov/cdm4/document.php?CISOROOT=/p249901coll22&CISOPTR=636261&REC=1
http://nsgl.gso.uri.edu/wiscu/wiscuh08001.pdf
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/cmp/coastal_hazard_manual.pdf
http://www.fema.gov/residential-coastal-construction
http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=2441
http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=2441
http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=2737
http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=4347
http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=4347
http://www.usgbc.org/ShowFile.aspx?DocumentID=18538
http://www.1000friendsofflorida.org/PUBS/HistoricalDisater/ManualFinal.pdf
http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=3282
http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/shoreline.html
http://www.fema.gov/pdf/about/regions/regionx/Engineering_With_Nature_Web.pdf
http://documents/•http:/www.habitat.noaa.gov/restoration/techniques/livingshorelines.html
http://ccrm.vims.edu/decisiontree/index.html
http://water.epa.gov/type/oceb/cre/upload/rollingeasementsprimer.pdf
http://www.nap.edu/catalog/11764.html
http://books.nap.edu/catalog.php?record_id=4984
http://nsgl.gso.uri.edu/whoi/whoih08001.pdf
http://www.lsu.edu/sglegal/pdfs/WetlandsUsersGuide.pdf
http://www.lsu.edu/sglegal/pdfs/WetlandsUsersGuide.pdf
http://www.elistore.org/reports_detail.asp?ID=11272
http://www.epa.gov/cre/adaptationoptions.html
http://water.epa.gov/type/oceb/cre/toolkit.cfm
http://www.defenders.org/publications/harnessing-nature.pdf
http://www.defenders.org/publications/harnessing-nature.pdf
http://www.estuaries.org/reports/
http://www.estuaries.org/reports/
http://water.epa.gov/infrastructure/greeninfrastructure/index.cfm
http://www.ccap.org/docs/resources/989/Green_Infrastructure_FINAL.pdf
http://www.fema.gov/mitigation-best-practices-portfolio
http://nhma.info/uploads/bestpractices/2011%20-%20Best%20Practices%20-%20Acquisitions%20Buyouts.pdf
http://nhma.info/resources/best-practices/
http://www.fema.gov/fema-mitigation-assessment-team-reports
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Evaluation of CRS Credited Activities During Hurricane Floyd 

The Role of Land Use in Adaptation to Increased Precipitation and Flooding: A Case Study in 

Wisconsin’s Lower Fox River Basin 

Hurricane Ike: Nature’s Force vs. Structural Strength 

Hazard Mitigation in North Carolina: Measuring Success 

Michigan Hazard Mitigation Success Stories  

Other Useful Resources 

A Comparative Look at Public Liability for Flood Hazard Mitigation 

Value of Coastal Wetlands for Hurricane Protection 

FEMA’s Benefit-Cost Analysis Tool 

FEMA’s Plan, Prepare, and Mitigate Web Pages 

State and Local Governments Plan for Development of Most Land Vulnerable to Rising Sea 

Level along the US Atlantic Coast 

DHS’s High Performance and Integrated Design Resilience Program  

Pre-Disaster Recovery Planning 
State Disaster Recovery Planning Guide 

Long-Term Community Recovery Planning Process: A Self-Help Guide 

Planning for Post-Disaster Recovery and Reconstruction (undergoing update) 

Partial (free) 

Full (Book – available for $15) 

Post-Disaster Redevelopment Planning: A Guide for Florida Communities 

Planning for Post-Disaster Recovery (Book – available for purchase ~$50)  

Examples and Case Studies: 

Post-Disaster Redevelopment Planning (Florida) 

Post-Disaster Redevelopment Planning: Addressing Sea Level Rise during Long-Term 

Recovery 

Post-Disaster Recovery Planning for Catastrophic Disasters (Oregon) 

 

http://www.ncfloodmaps.com/pubdocs/pfloydrpt.pdf
http://www.ncfloodmaps.com/pubdocs/pfloydrpt.pdf
http://www.rff.org/News/Features/Pages/Green-Infrastructures-Role-in-Adaptation-to-Climate-Change.aspx
http://www.rff.org/News/Features/Pages/Green-Infrastructures-Role-in-Adaptation-to-Climate-Change.aspx
http://disastersafety.org/studies-reports/hurricane-ike/
http://infohouse.p2ric.org/ref/14/13619/13619.pdf
http://michigan.gov/documents/msp/Michigan_Hazard_Mitigation_Success_Stories_May_2011_Final_Edition_web_355580_7.pdf
http://www.floods.org/PDF/ASFPM_Liability_for_mitigation_actions_Aug_2008_Kusler.pdf
http://allenpress.com/pdf/AMBI-37-4-241.pdf
http://www.fema.gov/benefit-cost-analysis
http://www.fema.gov/plan-prepare-mitigate
http://www.fema.gov/plan-prepare-mitigate
http://www.fema.gov/plan-prepare-mitigate
http://www.fema.gov/plan-prepare-mitigate
http://risingsea.net/ERL/
http://risingsea.net/ERL/
http://www.dhs.gov/high-performance-and-integrated-design-resilience-program
http://hmdrpln.com/downloadable/State-Disaster-Recovery-Planning-Guide_2012.pdf
http://www.fema.gov/pdf/rebuild/ltrc/selfhelp.pdf
http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=1558
http://www.fema.gov/library/viewRecord.do?id=1558
http://www.planning.org/apastore/Search/Default.aspx?p=2406
http://www.floridajobs.org/fdcp/dcp/PDRP/Files/PDRPGuide.pdf
http://www.amazon.com/Planning-Post-Disaster-Recovery-Assistance-Framework/dp/159726945X
http://www.floridajobs.org/community-planning-and-development/programs/technical-assistance/community-resiliency/post-disaster-redevelopment-planning
http://www.floridajobs.org/fdcp/dcp/PDRP/Files/PDRPSeaLeveRiseAddendum.pdf
http://www.floridajobs.org/fdcp/dcp/PDRP/Files/PDRPSeaLeveRiseAddendum.pdf
http://csc.uoregon.edu/opdr/recovery/

