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Legislative Recap



2015 Legislative Session: PA 15-66 calls for the Blue Plan 
2019: Blue Plan is ready for legislative approval



2020 Legislative Session: Environment Committee unanimous approval
Enter Covid



2021 Legislative Session: HJ 53 to approve Blue Plan

• Feb. 10 ‘21: Environment Committee Hearing
• 34 submitted testimony (all in favor) 
• Strong DEEP testimony (Com. Katie Dykes) 
• BPAC members:

Alicia Mozian
Bill Lucey
Christine Nelson
Nathan Frohling
Sylvain De Guise



Feb. 26: Environment Committee unanimous approval

Senator Christine Cohen, Co-Chair                   Rep. Dorinda Borer, Co-Chair        Senator Craig Minor,                    Rep. Stephen Harding
Ranking Member                          Ranking Member



How to get to the floor!         March and April . . . 

Matt Ritter Speaker of the House



March and April:                     Staying in the game

Op Ed: CT Hearst Media;   EC Co-Chair Rep. Joe Gresko goes all out;    House Majority Leader Jason Rojas meets w Advocates



April 26: House Passage unanimous: 142-0 

Env. Com. Co-Chair Rep. Joe Gresko 



April 26: House Passage unanimous: 142-0 

House Sponsors: House Movers & Shakers: 
Rep. Joseph P. Gresko Rep. Dorinda Borer
Rep. Laura M. Devlin Rep. Jonathan Steinberg
Rep. Mary M. Mushinsky Rep. Cristin McCarthy-Vahey
Rep. Kathy Kennedy Rep. Mike Demicco
Rep. Terrie E. Wood Rep. Jason Rojas
Rep. Geraldo C. Reyes



Moving the Senate:   April  May

Senate Majority Leader Bob Duff:  
Responsive to advocacy for the Blue Plan

Env. Com. Co-Chair Senator Christine Cohen
Tireless leader for the Blue Plan

Senate Movers & Shakers: 

Sen. Christine Cohen
Sen. Tony Hwang
Sen. Will Haskell
Sen. Cathy Osten (Co-sponsor)
Sen. Bob Duff



May 14:  Senate: unanimous approval:  35-0 

Senator Christine Cohen

Senator Craig Minor



Long Island Sound
Blue Plan
becomes law



Thank you! 

Blue Plan Advisory Committee
Commissioners Dan Esty, Rob Klee, Katie Dykes
Governors Malloy and Lamont
2021 CT Legislature
Past legislative leaders:

Rep. James Albis
Rep. Mike Demicco
Sen. Ted Kennedy

DEEP Staff
Advocates, stakeholders, scientists, volunteers
…and more



Blue Plan Resources and Tools



• Policy Area is  
defined by map: 11.8’  
NOAA contour and  
deeper

• Planning Area  
covers all LIS coastal  
municipalities.

Blue Plan Policy Area



Plan Polices and the Existing Permitting Process

• Only apply to new projects under specific conditions
• DEEP, DA/BA, CSC, Local Shellfish Commission programs
• Within Plan policy area

• Guide project proponents in avoiding impacts
• Within the scope of existing permitting programs
• Clarify existing regulatory process requirements
• SHUA and ESA provide information applicants need

• Examples of using the Blue Plan available in the Users Guide
• Section 4
• Supplement and appendices



User’s Guide
Quick reference for navigating Plan

BluePlanUsersGuide_Appendices.pdf 
(ct.gov) 22 pages

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/coastal-resources/LIS_blue_plan/Updates/BluePlanUsersGuide_Appendices.pdf


Users Guide
• Intended for project proponents
• Using the Plan to site a project and

submit an application



Plan Policies:
A help, not a Hassle

Interface of Blue Plan and  
existing requirements using  
example of SDF Form C;  
Users Guide supplement



Practitioner’s Guide
• Supplement to the Blue Plan and Users Guide
• Provides an overview of ways the Blue Plan can 

benefit users interested in the Sound outside 
the context of regulatory guidance

• BluePlan_PractitionersGuide_Final.pdf 34 
pages

https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/DEEP/coastal-resources/LIS_blue_plan/Updates/BluePlan_PractitionersGuide_Final.pdf


Practitioner’s Guide
• Municipal and Local benefits
• State Agency Implementation
• Federal and Regional Scale



• Practitioner’s  Guide: Municipal and Local benefits
• Information for pro-active planning & decision-support tools 
• Examples:

-Improved waterways awareness in Darien
-Public access in Bridgeport Waterfront Planning
-Fishers Island Seagrass Mgmt. Planning
-Supporting economic development in Suffolk County



• Practitioner’s  Guide: Municipal and Local benefits

Pro-active aquaculture industry siting example:
-Evaluation of areas most suitable & potential conflicts identified
-Engaging other users to find solutions



• Practitioner’s  Guide: State Agency Coordination
• CT: Blue Plan can bolster coastal program w improved grant

applications and federal consistency
• CT: Blue Plan help track and implement C&D Plan priorities

• NY: agencies can incorporate BP info & guidance in permit programs
• NY: planning projects improved, e.g. DEC bioextraction siting tool



• Practitioner’s  Guide: Federal and Regional Scale
• Examples:

-Long Island Sound Study
-Informing and coordinating federal permitting
-Non-permitting federal agency use
-USCG, Sector Long Island Sound 
-Guiding CT’s NERR



Blue Plan Data Viewer:
Home Page:  http://cteco.uconn.edu/projects/blueplan/index.htm 

Created in 
partnership with 
UConn

Provides background 
information, 
technical 
documents, online 
help, access to data 
downloads and 
webservices



Blue Plan Data Viewer:
Viewer : https://cteco.uconn.edu/viewer/index.html?viewer=blueplan 

Offers many tools 
and options to 
interact with data.

Organizes ESA and 
SHUA data by groups 
and sub-groups –
same as within the 
Blue Plan itself.



Blue Plan Data Viewer:
Viewer : https://cteco.uconn.edu/viewer/index.html?viewer=blueplan 

Many layers 
provide 
multiple 
levels of 
detail.

“Overall” 
look at the 
Fish ESA as 
well assorted 
breakdowns



Available Data:  
Recreational Boating  
Density (clipped to LIS)

Significant Human Use  
Area: Recreational  
Boating

Identify  
areas of  
above  
average  
density

Data and the Blue 
Plan - Connections

Can be a stand-alone source 
of info but….
• Support project  

proponent and regulatory  
needs

Definitions as important  as 
mapped extent



Significant Human Use  
Area: Angling

Siting and Performance  
Standard:

Permanent displacement of  
recreational fishing and  
related activity by other  
activity or permanent  
structures shall be avoided  
to the maximum extent  
practicable.



Siting and Performance  
Standard:

No specific standards  
applicable. General policies  
apply. Comply with  
applicable state and federal  
policies to avoid adverse  
impacts to designated  
species and habitats



NOAA Program Change



Looking forward:
• Plan data and guidance already benefiting permitting and 

planning efforts
• A living document – opportunity to  update data and

process
• Advisory Committee continues quarterly
• Annual public hearing
• Mandatory 5-year review (minimum)

• Advisory Committee Feedback
• Roles and Responsibilities of BPAC

• Advise Commissioner
• Stakeholder engagement

• Schedule and format of future meetings
• Virtual v. in-person (locations?)
• Daytime, evening

• Thoughts on implementation
• Plan and Data Updates



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

Contact:

DEEP.BluePlanLIS@ct.gov
or

CT DEEP/LWRD Blue Plan Comments  
79 Elm Street

Hartford, CT 06106

Please visit the Blue Plan website at  
www.ct.gov/deep/LISBluePlan

mailto:DEEP.BluePlanLIS@ct.gov
http://www.ct.gov/deep/LISBluePlan
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