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LIS needs the Blue Plan Because...

* Demands on LIS are increasing

* Permitting process is reactive

e Lack of information and guidance may impede projects
and compromise resource protection

The Blue Plan Provides...

e Publicly accessible decision support tools
* Detail and clarification to existing regulatory process
* “Informal” benefits — relationship building, education, etc.

Principal Goals...

* Identify and protect places of ecological significance
* Identify and protect places of traditional human use
* Reduce potential user conflicts




Long Island Sound Blue Plan Progress

e Effective May 14, 2021; unanimous bi-partisan
approval
* Driven by 2015 Legislation
with Governor Malloy support
* Legislation established the Blue Plan Advisory
Committee
 Representing state agencies and
stakeholders; appointed by Governor and
legislative leadership
 Quarterly meetings
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Long Island Sound Blue Plan Issues

 Plan updates at least every 5 years
 Same legislative process as initial approval
 Data updates as needed, currently ongoing
 Enforceable policies incorporated into coastal
management program for Federal Consistency
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What is the Blue Plan?

Commercial Fishing
and Aquaculture
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What is the Blue Plan? (length: 3.5 min.): This video gives an introduction to

and overview of the Long Island Sound Blue Plan, its focus and goals, and
the process behind developing the Plan.

Ecologically Significant Areas (length 7 min.): This video includes interviews
with ecological experts who illustrate the importance of Long Island Sound
as a unique estuary and ecosystem and who helped identify its Ecologically
Significant Areas, which guide the science-based decision-making process of
the Blue Plan, which works to protect the places that matter the most.

Commercial Fishing and Aquaculture (length: 5.5 min.): This video
highlights the vital role of commercial fishing, shellfishing, and aquaculture
to Connecticut's economy, as BPAC members and Connecticut fishermen
explare how the Blue Plan can protect traditional uses by reducing conflicts
between different sectors and the Sound's resources.

Cultural and Historic Features {length: 5 min.): In this video tribal leaders,
state historians and archeologists, and BPAC members relate how Long
Island Sound defines Connecticut and has shaped our lives, from
archeological finds to historic districts and our long-standing maritime
heritage, and ways the Blue Plan can preserve these attributes.

Recreation (length: 5.5 min.): This video explores the many recreational
uses of Long Island Sound and how the Blue Plan can help properly site new
uses to minimize conflicts with recreational uses through interviews of BPAC
members and representatives of the recreational boating, fishing, charter
boat, and SCUBA diving sectors. "There's fun out there!"

Transportation and Infrastructure (length 5 min.): In this video
transportation and energy sector members emphasize the value of Long
Island Sound te Connecticut's ports, which are vital to the economy and
reduce highway congestion and greenhouse gas emissions, and how the
Blue Plan can allay conflicts between future projects and existing uses.
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Finding the Significant Areas

Resource and Use Inventory
* 14 Ecologically Significant Areas (ESAs)
» 28 Significant Human Use Areas (SHUAs)
* Existing data

Participatory Mapping

Long Island Sound
Resource and Use
Inventory
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Finding the Significant Areas

Online Map Viewer: Significant Human Use Areas:
Vessel Traffic Areas
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Finding the Significant Areas

Online Map Viewer: Ecologically Significant Areas:
Hard Bottom and Complex Seafloor
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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Help assure that the policies protecting resources and uses will also be applied to federal permits in NY waters
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Not a new permit program

Proactively avoid conflict by identifying important areas
Clarify how existing CT statutes will be implemented
Provide consistency for regulators and applicants
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Long Island Sound Blue Plan

The Blue Plan can help direct and shape future uses

Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection




Long Island Sound Blue Plan Progress

* Implementation by
 DEEP
* Department of Agriculture/Bureau of
Aquaculture
* CT Siting Council
* Municipal shellfish commissions
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Long Island Sound Blue Plan Progress

* As of this date
* Nothing has triggered a Blue Plan review
* Several entities have used Blue Plan data

and information
* Wind developers using data to site cables
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