
Connecticut Department of
Energy and Environmental Protection



Connecticut Department of Energy and Environmental Protection

Long Island Sound Blue Plan
Overview

November 15, 2022
LIS Blue Plan Advisory Committee 
Public Hearing



LIS needs the Blue Plan Because…
• Demands on LIS are increasing
• Permitting process is reactive 
• Lack of information and guidance may impede projects 

and compromise resource protection

The Blue Plan Provides…
• Publicly accessible decision support tools
• Detail and clarification to existing regulatory process
• “Informal” benefits – relationship building, education, etc.

Principal Goals…
• Identify and protect places of ecological significance
• Identify and protect places of traditional human use
• Reduce potential user conflicts
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Long Island Sound Blue Plan Progress
• Effective May 14, 2021; unanimous bi-partisan 

approval
• Driven by 2015 Legislation 

with Governor Malloy support
• Legislation established the Blue Plan Advisory 

Committee
• Representing state agencies and 

stakeholders; appointed by Governor and 
legislative leadership

• Quarterly meetings
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Long Island Sound Blue Plan Issues

• Plan updates at least every 5 years
• Same legislative process as initial approval

• Data updates as needed, currently ongoing
• Enforceable policies incorporated into coastal 

management program for Federal Consistency



Blue Plan Components & Tools
• Interactive online map viewer
• Blue Plan document
• Resource and Use Inventory
• Ecological Characterization
• Users Guide
• Practitioners Guide



Blue Plan 
Video 
Series
Center for New 
Media 
Productions at 
Middlesex 
Community 
College



Blue Plan Policy Area

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Mention federal consistency 



Finding the Significant Areas
Resource and Use Inventory

• 14 Ecologically Significant Areas (ESAs) 
• 28 Significant Human Use Areas (SHUAs)
• Existing data

Participatory Mapping

Expert input: Ecological Experts Group

Significant expert, stakeholder, and public input 



Finding the Significant Areas
Online Map Viewer: Significant Human Use Areas: 

Vessel Traffic Areas

Participatory Mapping



Finding the Significant Areas
Online Map Viewer: Ecologically Significant Areas: 

Hard Bottom and Complex Seafloor

Participatory Mapping

Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Help assure that the policies protecting resources and uses will also be applied to federal permits in NY waters



Blue Plan Policies: mutual win for existing uses, the
ecosystem, and new sustainable development
• Not a new permit program
• Proactively avoid conflict by identifying important areas
• Clarify how existing CT statutes will be implemented
• Provide consistency for regulators and applicants
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Long Island Sound Blue Plan
The Blue Plan can help direct and shape future uses 
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Long Island Sound Blue Plan Progress

• Implementation by 
• DEEP
• Department of Agriculture/Bureau of 

Aquaculture
• CT Siting Council
• Municipal shellfish commissions
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Long Island Sound Blue Plan Progress

• As of this date 
• Nothing has triggered a Blue Plan review
• Several entities have used Blue Plan data 

and information
• Wind developers using data to site cables
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