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September 12, 2016 
 
 
Dear Council Members:  
 
Thank you for providing me with the opportunity to speak to you last week. I would like to use time to 
communicate my oral thoughts to you in writing along with some additional points. 
 
My opening remarks focused in on the the slide presentation titled “Heavy Duty Vehicle 
Electrification Wedge” and some of Councilers’ comments that “no real” or practical technolgy 
exists today or in the immediate future,  to reduce Green House Gases (GHG) emmissions in this 
vehicle sector for vehicles like school buses,  etc. 
 

Note: One of the central goals for the GC3 is to establish an interim target (or targets) to 
ensure that Connecticut will continue the progress it has already made, and to identify 
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additional actions to meet the 2050 target in an efficient, cost-effective, and sustainable 
manner.1 

 
Respectfully, we would like to offer, that something can be done now to reduce GHG emissions in the 
transportation sector especially with light, medium & heavy duty vehicles. Let’s take a closer look at 
this here; 

 
 

 
 

 
 

In other words, 34 % of all GHG Emmissions are the results of Light-duty, Medium & Heavy duty 
vehicles like School Buses,  Airport Shuttles, Transit & Para Transit vehicles, Local Delivery Trucks 
Refuse Vehicles and more. Although electrification of these vehicles is a long term goal, no practical  
electrical technolgy exists today or in the near future,  to reduce GHG emmissions produced by these 
types of vehicles. 
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However, there is technolgy now which can be harnessed to reduce GHG emmissions. Alternative 
fuels such as propane and natural gas are available today and offer viable capabilitities to achieve 
immediate interim goals to reduce GHG emmissions in the transporation sector.  
 
The best example of this is demonstrated with Pupil Transporation. Connecticut proudly is leading 
New England when it comes to the use of a clean alternative fuel such as propane. It is important to 
know; 

 The City of Shelton and Torrington have been operating 105 propane buses four the last 

four years 

 IC Bus during the last month completed the largest single order of propane buses in the 

Northeast by delivering 149 propane school buses to the City of Waterbury. 

 Last week the Town of New Milford deployed a third of their buses to operate on propane 

with the goal of replacing their entire fleet to propane. 

 In late August, the Town of Newtown announced their plan to adopt 50 new propane buses 

over the next couple of years as well as the City of Danbury who earlier this year 

announced they would replace all 125 Diesel powered buses with propane ones at the start 

of their new contract year. 

 And there are more propane buses coming to CT. The Town of Simsbury has issued an 

RFP for 6 new propane buses and our intelligence tells us Guilford, Glastonbury, Rocky 

Hill, Ansonia and Derby are actively studying their propane options today. 

 These propane bus deployments, whether they be current or in the future, have all been 

accomplished without a single incentive from the State of CT. Propane buses organically 

have the strength to stand on their own and environmentally and economically cost justify 

themselves even with today’s low prices for gasoline and diesel fuel. 

Why Propane School Buses are growing in Popularity in CT 

 School buses that use propane are quieter, safer and result in fewer discipline problems 

 Buses fueled by propane are providing long-term savings for school districts and private 

contractors. 

 Buses fueled by propane save money as propane is 30 percent less expensive than 

gasoline and 50 percent less than diesel. 

 Propane is a clean fuel and assist in reducing Green House Emission’s by over 20% and 

reduces ton of particulate matter from the environment. 



 

 

 Infrastructure costs are low and do not require any Federal Funding to implement. 

Today, over 500,000 students are riding in excess of 7,500 buses daily on propane powered school 

buses and over the last year, orders for propane powered school buses has increased by 45% for 

School Bus Owners or their operators. Take a moment to see what Jenna Bush Hager a former 

teacher and daughter of former President George Bush, has to say about propane here. 

 

New Propane Dispenser - Durham Bus - Waterbury CT 
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FORD MOTORS IS SUPPORTING THE USE OF 

ALTERNATIVE TRANSPORTATION FUELS IN A BIG WAY 
 

Look at their vehicle offerings for light and medium duty vehicle platforms 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 

Clearly Ford Motors and other OEM’s have gotten behind Alternative Fuels but the State of 

Connecticut is lagging behind here! Long term goals should not obfuscate short term thinking 

and solutions when it comes to GHG emission reductions. 

  



 

 

THE STATE OF CONNECTICUT MUST DO MORE TO PROMOTE THE USE OF ALTERNATIVE 

FUELS 

 40% of our Greenhouse Gas Emissions are  caused by our transportation sector 

 Up fitting vehicles especially Class 2 through 8 to propane or natural gas would have an 

immediate benefit to emissions reductions in our state. The technology to operate on these 

fuels exists today. 

 Today, propane is the third leading motor fuel in the world with over 25 million vehicles 

operating on it today. 

 GC3’s purpose is to come up with a plan to reduce Green House Gases by the year 2050. 

As we are seeing with the School Buses in our state, we are doing something about 

reducing Green House Gases today, not tomorrow. 

You must do more to promote and or incentives ways to deploy the use of both propane and 

natural gas in our state. 

 Allowing Airport, transit and paratransit shuttle vehicles for which consume millions of 

gallons of polluting diesel and gasoline fuels, especially when these fuels have come down 

in price and are being used in record quantities, is not the prudent way to go and is 

counterproductive  in meeting short and medium term emission reduction targets. 

 Our State needs to do more by exploiting and leveraging the use of clean burning propane 

and natural gas in our state. 

Although electrification is the long term goal in Connecticut, interim steps to immediately reduce GHG 

emissions should not be ignored. Propane and Natural Gas are a solution now for light, medium and 

heavy duty vehicles. Promoting and creating incentives to accelerate the use of these fuels is 

essential to meeting interim2 GHG emission goals.  

Sincerely,  

T. Michael Morrissey 
Director of Government Affairs – Business Development 
 

 
** PROPANE ~ THE CLEANEST FOSSIL FUEL KNOWED TO MANKIND ** 

                                                 
2 GC3 Exploratory Report Update March 2016 


