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Federal Funding – Recent Opportunities for 

Participation & Feedback 

2



BUREAU OF ENERGY AND
TECHNOLOGY POLICY

• The recently passed Inflation Reduction Act is a 
bill that includes billions in funding to bring down 
consumer energy costs and increase American 
energy security.​

• These programs will help Connecticut meet the 
state goal of a 45% reduction in carbon emissions 
by 2030 and assist in climate change resiliency 
and adaption efforts.​

• This bill will fight high energy costs for residents, 
particularly low-income residents, through 
rebates, tax credits, and grants.

What is the IIJA/BIL?What is the IRA?

• The recently passed Infrastructure Investment 
and Jobs Act (IIJA) (also known as the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law – BIL) is a bill that includes 
billions in funding to improve US infrastructure.

• Infrastructure in IIJA includes roads, bridges, rail, 
transit, ports, airports, water systems, power and 
electric grid systems, and broadband 

• This bill includes funding for resilience including 
cybersecurity, flood mitigation, waste 
management, wildfires, drought, coastal 
resilience, ecosystem restoration, and building 
weatherization
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BREAKDOWN OF CLIMATE & ENERGY FUNDING

Total Climate and Energy Funding ($, billions)

1. Preliminary Joint Committee on Taxation analysis. Further CBO projections pending.

Source: Senate Democrats, Joint Committee on Taxation, CBO

Significant support for the electricity sector (PTC/ITC/45Q/45U), 
manufacturing, energy efficiency, electric vehicles, and low carbon fuels.1

Includes $41.5 billion in appropriated spending and $11.7 billion in new 
Superfund tax revenue. 

At least 15 other agencies received appropriated funding in the legislation. 
USDA and DOE were the other two major recipients. 

Other agencies that received over $1B in appropriations include: 

• Department of the Interior ($6.7B)

• Department of Transportation ($5.4B)

• General Services Administrator ($3.4B)

• Department of Commerce ($3.3B)

• U.S. Postal Service ($3B)  Electric postal trucks!

• Housing and Urban Development Agency ($1B)
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EPA PROGRAMS
EPA received $41.5 billion in appropriations to support 24 new and existing programs. This makes EPA the second largest recipient of 
discretionary funding after USDA (see exhibit to right). In addition, Superfund will receive a projected $11.7 billion in tax revenue.

Six new EPA programs account for 98% of this total funding:
• Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund ($27 billion) – Provide capital to greenhouse gas mitigation projects not currently able to access 

private capital, particularly in low-income and disadvantaged communities. 

• Climate Pollution Reduction Grants ($5 billion) – Provide grants at the state, local, and Tribal level to develop plans to reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions and implement those plans. At least one grant will go to an eligible entity in every state.

• Environmental and Climate Justice Block Grants ($3 billion) – Fund community-based nonprofit organizations to support a wide 
range of climate and environmental justice activities.

• Grants to Reduce Air Pollution at Ports ($3 billion) – Award rebates and grants for ports to purchase and install zero-emission 
technology and develop climate action plans.

• Methane Emissions Reduction Program ($1.55 billion) – Fund grants and technical assistance to accelerate emissions reduction 
from petroleum and natural gas systems. Also establish a methane waste emissions charge starting at $900 per ton in 2024 and 
increasing to $1,500 per ton by 2026.

• Clean Heavy-Duty Vehicles ($1 billion) – Provide grants, rebates, and contract support to replace heavy duty vehicles with zero 
emission alternatives. $400 million is specifically for nonattainment areas.
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Timeline for GHG Reduction Fund

Biden signs bill

Tax credits get updated incentives 
(45L, 25C, 179E)

EPA must begin to make grants

for GHG Reduction Fund

GHG Reduction Fund – funds must 
be allocated

August 16, 2022 January 2, 2023 September 30, 2024

February 12, 2023



How to Get Involved
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Submit Written Comments

• EPA has issued a Request for Information (RFI) 
on the GGRF 
• https://www.regulations.gov/docket/EPA-

HQ-OA-2022-0859/document
• Responses due December 5, 2022 at 

11:59pm ET
• All comments must be submitted through 

the eRulemaking Portal (see link above)

Attend a Public Meeting

• Wednesday, Nov. 9th from 7-9 pm ET – EPA National Public Listening 
Session on the GGRF
• Visit here to join the webinar: https://www.epa.gov/inflation-

reduction-act/forms/greenhouse-gas-reduction-fund-listening-
session-november-1-2022

• Submit comments or participate in a public meeting of the 
Environmental Finance Advisory Board (EFAB): 
https://www.epa.gov/waterfinancecenter/efab#meeting
• The EPA has asked this group to provide recommendations on 

the GGRF by Dec. 15, 2022 (see the request from the EPA here: 
https://www.epa.gov/system/files/documents/2022-
10/GHGRF%20Charge%20101922.pdf) 

• Written statements should be sent via email to efab@epa.gov
• Check the EFAB website for their next meeting date
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https://www.regulations.gov/docket/EPA-HQ-OA-2022-0859/document
https://www.epa.gov/inflation-reduction-act/forms/greenhouse-gas-reduction-fund-listening-session-november-1-2022
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Key RFI Questions & Question Categories
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• How to define “low income” and “disadvantaged communities”

• What technical and/or financial assistance should the GGRF grants facilitate to ensure 
low income and disadvantaged communities and businesses can participate and 
benefit?

• Questions about program design ideas

• Questions about what types of projects should be eligible for funding

• Questions about who could be an eligible entity

• Questions about project oversight and reporting requirements

• All other comments and thoughts about the GGRF are encouraged by the EPA
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Check https://www.epa.gov/inflation-reduction-act/greenhouse-gas-reduction-fund
for the latest updates on the GHG Reduction Fund. 

You can also email GHGRFund@epa.gov for further information

https://www.epa.gov/inflation-reduction-act/greenhouse-gas-reduction-fund
mailto:GHGRFund@epa.gov


Federal Register

Link: https://www.federalregister.gov/

Once bill is searched, 
easy to narrow down 
by agency:

https://www.federalregister.gov/


Funding Opportunity Exchange through 
Department of Energy (DOE) – Energy Efficiency 
and Renewable Energy (EERE)

Can type search 
terms in these 
boxes, such as BIL

Link: https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/Default.aspx#FoaId71c06a58-8061-47cd-976f-695050d9ba24

https://eere-exchange.energy.gov/Default.aspx#FoaId71c06a58-8061-47cd-976f-695050d9ba24


Energy.gov Tracking

Clickable links to 
program 
description and 
document 
federal register 
notice

Link: https://www.energy.gov/bil/bipartisan-infrastructure-law-programs

https://www.energy.gov/bil/bipartisan-infrastructure-law-programs


CT’s Next Comprehensive Energy Strategy

Stakeholder Engagement – Initial Ideas 
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Spectrum of Community Engagement
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15https://movementstrategy.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/The-Spectrum-of-Community-Engagement-to-Ownership.pdf

https://movementstrategy.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/The-Spectrum-of-Community-Engagement-to-Ownership.pdf


Tentative CES Development Timeline – shared at public technical sessions
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• September 2022 – Technical Sessions 1-3

• November 2022 – Technical Sessions 5-8

• November 2022 – January 2023 – Drafting & 
Public Comment Periods for at least 3 White 
Papers

• White papers to be based on topics covered 
in technical sessions

• Q1 & Q2 of 2023 – CES Drafting, Public Comment 
Opportunities, & Listening Sessions 

Technical Session Topics

1. Hard-to-Decarbonize End Uses
2. Heat Pump Market Barriers & Strategies
3. Building Thermal Decarbonization Support Strategies
4. Building Thermal Decarbonization – Economic Potential & 

Technology Targets [written comment opportunity only – no 
live technical session]

5. Electric Demand Response
6. Alternative Fuels
7. Natural Gas Planning & Policies
8. Carbon Pricing & Low-Carbon Incentives
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So Far, Some Feedback Received Through:
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• 2/17/2022: Scoping Session
• 3/3/2022: Written Comment Opportunity

• 4/6/2022: Hydrogen Technical Session
• 4/15/2022: Written Comment Opportunity

• 9/1/2022: Hard to Decarbonize End Uses Technical Session (#1)
• 9/16/2022: Written Comment Opportunity

• 9/22/2022 & 9/23/23022: Heat Pumps Technical Session (#2)
• 10/7/2022: Written Comment Opportunity

• 9/23/2022: Building Thermal Decarb. Support Strategies 
Technical Session (#3)
• 10/7/2022: Written Comment Opportunity

• 9/9/2022: Building Thermal Decarb. Technology Deployment 
Targets (#4) – Written Comment Opportunity #1

See all recordings and slides from CES 
sessions on the CES webpage: 
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Energy/Compr
ehensive-Energy-Plan/Comprehensive-
Energy-Strategy
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https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Energy/Comprehensive-Energy-Plan/Comprehensive-Energy-Strategy


Additional, Announced Feedback Opportunities Include:
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Technical Sessions & Associated Written Comment Opportunities

• 11/21/2022: Building Thermal Decarb. Technology Deployment Targets (#4 Cont’d) – Written Comment Opportunity #2

• 11/3/2022: Active Demand Response Technical Session (#5)
• 11/21/2022: Written Comment Opportunity

• 11/4/2022: Alternative Fuels Technical Session (#6)
• 11/21/2022: Written Comment Opportunity

• TBA: Future of Natural Gas Technical Session (#7)
• Written Comment Opportunity

• TBA: Carbon Pricing & Low-Carbon Standards Technical Session (#8)
• Written Comment Opportunity
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But we know technical sessions are not accessible to everyone… 
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19CES Drafting

Feedback 
through 
Existing 

Stakeholder 
Forums

Technical 
Sessions & 
Associated 

Written 
Comments

General 
Listening 
Sessions

Public Meetings 
& Comment 
Opportunities 
on draft white 
papers and CES 

Other 
Ideas?



We’d Love Your Ideas & Recommendations!
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Feedback through existing stakeholder forums:

• GC3
• Energy Efficiency Board (EEB)
• CT Equity & Environmental Justice Advisory Council (CEEJAC)
• Others?

General Listening Sessions

• Virtual and in-person
• Outside of normal business hours
• In-person locations around the state
• Other best practices we should utilize?
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Draft White Papers & CES Draft 
Meetings & Written Comments

• Virtual meetings during and outside of regular 
business hours

• Provide general overview of drafts, answer 
questions, and listen to feedback

Other Ideas for Soliciting Feedback?
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Thank you!
Becca.Trietch@ct.gov
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