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AGENDA & NOTES

Welcome and Announcements

Agenda Item(s)
Facilitated by Laura Hayes, CT DPH
e Public Health and Safety Working Group Announcements
o WG reports due by COB September 14

=  Comment about how this is most likely not doable with fairness to the
working group and would like to push the report back another week

o Start date of the review period is September 17
= Allow for one month of public review
EE] Adaptation, EE] Mapping and PH&S co-chairs forum October 5, 4-6 pm

Resilient Connecticut-hosted Climate Change and Public Health mini-webinar series
will run throughout the month of September

= https://resilientconnecticut.uconn.edu/september-2020-mini-webinar-series/
o There will also be climate justice webinar series from September through November
e Introduction to EPA RAINE Database, Jeri Weiss
o Climate Change: Resilience and Adaptation in New England (RAINE)

= A database of reports and plans that focus on climate change at local, state,
and regional levels

= Able to search the RAINE database and refine search based on a number of
factors including state, population, type of community, topics, and more
o EE] Presentation Review and Questions
o Review of the presentation present at the GC3 meeting two weeks ago
o Questions & Comments about extreme heat brought up during the meeting included:
= Concern about the heat index and how it harms LMI populations

» Hartford has 15% reduction in energy use could reduce health impacts by $73
per captia annually 15t highest in the nation among large metro areas

» Flooding and soil absorbency/surface permeability is a concern
= Solar panels reduces GHG emissions an reduces heat islands according to one
report
o The meeting notes more details about the comments
o Itisimportant to note the different between mitigation and adaptation and this WG'’s
scope does not include mitigation because this WG was originally a part of the
Adaptation Working Group
o There is a place to mention ideas/recommendations that involve the adaptation-
mitigation nexus

o There are several comments about air quality that were brought up during the
meeting:
= Question about cumulative impacts and putting forth a recommendation
= Health vulnerabilities and vulnerable population comments
* Indoor air quality, housing issues & energy issues, and GHHI Project
o Vector Comments and Questions
* How do we think about vector illnesses with an equity lens?
= This is a point that should be addressed in the final report

»  Goudarz Molaei Comment about how vector-borne diseases presentation was
not appropriately covered and inaccurate in some areas


https://resilientconnecticut.uconn.edu/september-2020-mini-webinar-series/
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» Laura Hayes suggestion about how all of the subject matter experts and team
leads will have a chance to review the slides before it is presented again to the
public

= Jtis important that we are inclusive of everyone’s comments and expertise

= Rebecca French to set up a forum for potential breakout sessions with subject
matter experts

o Extreme events comments and Questions
= No comments or questions related to waterborne illnesses
o Nutrition and food security comments and questions

» Food security is a major issue

» Food hub at Northwest Hills COG

= Federal food security

= Martha Page - there is regional work on food security/food access and
climate change

= Kristin DeRosia-Banick - the CT Department of Agriculture is also leading a
Food Systems Team and have been working initially on urgent COVID food
insecurity response and eventually long-term food security, EE], and farmers
to communities in need and would be happy to contribute to the
conversation

o Implementation Questions

= Who will carry out these recommendations?

*  Who to follow-up? What agency will be responsible for following up with
these recommendations?

e Multiple agencies will be involved with following up
e Might be helpful to have a lead party/agency to take the lead to
ensure that there is actual follow through

= Much overlap with the Natural and Working Land group. How do you
envision that the work is coordinated?

o Did not present and had no questions on mental health
o The draft report was shared with everyone and with the EE] group
» Important that everyone in the working group has a chance to review the
recommendations
o We have additional written suggested recommendations from different working
group members
e Final Working Group Report Submission & Presentation to the Public
o Revised sections of the subtopic teams by the end of next week: September 11
o EE] Adaptation, EE] Mapping and PH&S safety co-chairs forum

* In October

= 4-5:15 pm for presentation (45 minutes for Public Health and Safety
presentation)

= 5:15 - 6 pm for splitting into breakout rooms by subgroup and limited to only
3 rooms for PH&S; option to switch breakout rooms after 20 minutes
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¢ (Comments:

o No comments by the public
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NOTE: Slides and/or presentations are available on GC3 Working Groups web page:
https://portal.ct.gov/DEEP/Climate-Change /GC3 /Subcommittee-and--working-groups

Provide comments to DEEP.Climate.Change@ct.gov
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