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Equipment

CONNECTICUT AND U.S. COAST GUARD MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS
Class A

Less than 16 feet (less than 4.9 m)

The device must be suitably attached to the air intake with a flametight 
connection and is required to be Coast Guard Approved or comply with SAEJ-
1928 or UL1111 standards and marked accordingly.

At least two ventilator ducts, fitted with cowls or their equivalent, for the 
purpose of properly and effectively ventilating the bilges of every closed engine 
and fuel tank compartment of boats constructed or decked over after April 25, 
1940, using gasoline as fuel.

One approved Type 
I, II, III or V PFD for 
each person on board 
or being towed on 
waterskis, etc. Check 
label if using Type V.

One approved Type I, II, III or V PFD for each 
person on board or being towed on waterskis, etc.; 
and, in addition, one throwable Type IV device. 
(Type IV not required for canoes and kayaks.) 
Check label if using Type V.

Must carry approved 
visual distress signals 
for nighttime use 
when operating at 
night.

Must carry visual distress signals approved for both 
daytime use and nighttime use.

Must carry approved 
visual distress signals 
for nighttime use when 
operating at night.

At least two ventilator ducts for the purpose of efficiently ventilating 
every closed compartment that contains a gasoline engine and every closed 
compartment containing a gasoline tank, except those having permanently 
installed tanks which vent outside the boat and which contain no unprotected 
electrical devices. Also, engine compartments containing a gasoline engine 
having a cranking motor must be open to the atmosphere or contain power 
operated exhaust blowers which can be controlled from the instrument panel.

Class 1
16 feet to less than 26 feet 

(4.9 to less than 7.9m) 

Ventilation
Boats built on or after 

Aug. 1, 1980

Visual 
Distress 
Signals

Required on coastal
waters only

Sound-
Producing  

Devices

Personal 
Flotation

Devices

Ventilation
Boats built before

Aug. 1, 1980

Backfire 
Flame Arrestor

Class 2
26 to less than 40 feet 

(7.9 to 12.2m)

Class 3
40 to less than 65 feet 

(12.2 to less than 19.8m)

Must have 
some means 
of making an 
efficient sound 
signal.

Must have some 
means of making 
an efficient sound 
signal.

Must have a 
whistle audible 
for at least one-
half mile.

SAFETY EQUIPMENT
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SAFETY EQUIPMENT

U.S. Coast Guard Fire Extinguisher Requirements
If your boat is less than 26’ feet in length, uses an outboard engine, fuel is in a portable fuel tank, and there are no areas 

within the boat where fuel vapors can be trapped, the boat is not required to have a fire extinguisher.


